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PREFACE. 



As the first Series of this work (entitled 
the Romance of Ancient History) has been 
in several instances mistaken for quite 
another book, The Romance of History, 
the author has judged it best, agreeably to 
the suggestion of his friends, to prefix the 
present title to this second Series. The 
plan observed in this part of his work is 
exactly the same as that pursued in the 
foregoing portion of it. Herodotus is still 
the historian from whom he makes his se- 
lections, and his scenes are still drawn 
from the second book of this writer, which 
contains the history of Egypt. 
a 3 
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vi PREFACE. 

The same object has been kept in view 
in the following pages, as that proposed in 
the former series, namely, the develop- 
ment of Egyptian annals, together with 
that of the laws and customs of this na- 
tion, as far as they have been preserved to 
us by the labours of the ancients ; and a 
similar method has been adopted with re- 
gard to any other people incidentally in- 
troduced, as connected with Egypt. It 
will be seen that chronology (the cabinet, 
as it were, of historical facts) has not been 
forgotten in the description of the age to 
which the stories now laid before the 
public belong ; and if circumstances should 
favour the prosecution of this work, still 
greater improvements, and a very arduous 
design relating to the study of antiquity, 
are contemplated by the author. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Chronology cannot but be considered as the 
soul of historical writing, and it is the pains 
which the moderns take in establishing dates, 
which gives their works of this nature a decided 
superiority over those of the ancients 1 . 

It has accordingly appeared to the author of 
this work, highly desirable that each story 
should have prefixed to it the year in which it 
opens; but the extreme jealousy with which the 

1 There is one ancient historian, namely, Thucydides, who 
in his incomparable narration of the Peloponnesian War, has 
added to his other perfections that of mentioning each summer 
and winter to which the several events belonged. 
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Vlll INTRODUCTION. 

Egyptians long shunned all intercourse with 
foreigners, throws over this nation an obscurity 
which but for the restlessness of Greek curiosity 
might have rendered us wholly unacquainted 
with its annals, especially since the hierogly- 
phics (the proper language of Egypt) are un- 
known to the moderns. 

A light, however, broke in on Egyptian his- 
tory when Psammetichos reigned over that 
country; for having gained the throne by the 
assistance of Greek mercenaries, he attached 
himself to this people, and encouraged them to 
visit Egypt, and from that period the Greeks 
(through whom our most ancient histories are 
derived) had a clear knowledge of Egyptian 
affairs 1 , and were even enabled to investigate 
much which had taken place in the land of the 
Pharaohs before the reign of Psammetichos, so 
as to hand down that which, it is to be feared, 
will be all or nearly all we shall ever know of 
Egyptian history. 

1 Herodotus expressly mentions the insight into the affairs 
of Egypt opened to the Greeks in the reign of Psammetichos. 
See his Euterpe, chapter 154. 
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INTRODUCTION. IX 

The chronology nevertheless of the times 
antecedent to Psammetichos is very perplexed, 
and the age of the Ethiopian dominion (which 
the stories of this series embrace) is especially 
full of historical discrepancies. We, however, 
shall follow Herodotus according to the plan 
of this work; and from him we learn, that 
Sabako, the Ethiopian, subjected Egypt for a 
period of fifty years, at the expiration of which 
time Anysis, the native king, emerged from 
the marshes where he had lain concealed, and 
regained the throne, the Ethiopian having re- 
treated in consequence of a dream, and of a 
certain oracle. After Anysis, Herodotus tells us 
that Sethos, priest of Vulcan, reigned over 
Egypt; all which is adopted by Professor Hee- 
ren. Dean Prideaux, on the other hand, tells 
us that three Ethiopians ruled over Egypt suc- 
cessively, one of whom got himself consecrated 
high priest of Vulcan; but the reigns of these 
three Ethiopians taken together do not fell 
very short of the one reign of Sabako, accord- 
ing to Herodotus; so that it is possible that 
Sabako had the chief control of Egypt during 
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X INTRODUCTION. 

the fifty years, and that the other two Ethio- 
pians mentioned by Prideaux, held inferior 
governments, or in some other way acted subor- 
dinate parts; a supposition which, if granted, 
tends to reconcile history, and is therefore fol- 
lowed, in this work. 

As the first story of the series now offered to 
the public opens on the invasion of Egypt by 
Sabako, it will be proper, as before stated, to 
fix the date of this event According to Dean 
Prideaux, it took place about the year seven 
hundred and twenty-seven before Christ, but if 
we follow the account given by Herodotus of 
4tis portion of history, it will be necessary that 
we carry the invasion of Egypt by Sabako 
somewhat higher up, in order that afterwards 
the history of Egypt may be connected, as occa- 
sion may require, with such collateral events of 
other countries as had any influence on the 
Egyptians. We shall, accordingly, place the 
Ethiopian irruption in the year seven hundred 
and sixty-five before Christ, from which, if we 
descend fifty years, the time allowed by Hero- 
dotus for the reign of Sabako the Ethiopian 
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INTRODUCTION. XI 

conqueror, we shall arrive at the period when 
Sennacherib, king of Assyria, began to reign, 
who is said, by Herodotus, to have invaded 
Egypt when Sethos, priest of Vulcan, was 
ruling in that country. What Herodotus tells 
us of this Sennacherib, proves him to have been 
the prince so named in sacred history, and 
having reached his time, we shall be enabled 
to avail ourselves of the chronology adopted by 
Dean Prideaux, in his Connected Survey of 
History. 

It may not be improper to add, that the date 
here assigned for the irruption of the Ethiopians 
into Egypt under Sabako, agrees generally 
with what Professor Heeren lays down as the 
time of this event, which took place (he tells us) 
probably nearly midway between seven and 
eight hundred years before Christ. The va- 
rious names by which many of the ancient 
kings were known to the early historians, 
greatly augments the difficulty of ascertaining 
with extreme accuracy the times of their reigns 
and several actions. 
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ROMANCE 



ANCIENT HISTORY. 



THE OVERTHROW OF TYRANNY. 

If distance of time did not affect the aspect 
of those events which we contemplate through 
its medium, the brightness of hope and the dark- 
ness of fear would often be obscured or dissi- 
pated. But futurity is the mist which deceives 
the mental vision, and arrays* the objects seen 
through it in fictitious splendour, or unreal de- 
formity. Hence we pursue with eagerness, or 
regard with abhorrence, forgetting that each 
occurrence brings with it its own atmosphere 
(as it were) of circumstances, so as frequently 
to dash with nausea the long-desired draught, 
and convert a subject of terror into the fruition 
vol. i. s.s. B 
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2 THE OVERTHROW 

of happiness. The crystal of the mountain 
often rears on high a brilliant and transparent 
figure, whilst its unseen base is crude and 
earthy. An unknown island may be discovered 
to the wanderer of the ocean by its steep pro- 
montories and cloud-girt crags ; but rocks, (the 
abode of sterility,) are more conspicuous than 
the retiring vales and extensive plains, which 
teem with vegetation; and the mariner, who 
shudders as he approaches the shore, may yet 
contemplate, on ascending from the sea, fields 
gladdened with the smile of fertility. 

Sabako the Ethiopian was a prince of ex- 
traordinary worth ; by the strict observance of 
his country's laws, he had obtained the high- 
est favour with the hierarchy of Meroe, while 
his martial spirit fixed the attachment of a people 
to whom war was a sport* and who regarded 
danger, when incurred in arms, as their proper 
element. Yet if our happiness should be mea- 
sured rather by our feelings than the circum- 
stances that surround us, Sabako the great was 
far from sharing the satisfaction he so widely 
diffused. Ambition was the ruling passion of 
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OF TYRANNY. 3 

his breast, nor could the waving forests that 
every where adorned his land (whose ebon 
shades 1 were the envy of nations), nor the other 
gifts of nature with which his territory was fur- 
nished, bring contentment to his heart. The 
mass of gold he possessed, which glittered so 
resplendent to the eyes of the north, to him 
had lost its brilliance, or glowed in vain ; and 
he looked with equal indifference on those heaps 
of the purest ivory* that were accumulated in 
his treasury, whilst he sighed to enlarge the 
bounds of his empire, and by annexing Egypt 
to his dominions, retaliate * on her sons the cala- 

1 Ethiopia was celebrated for its forests, which among 
many species of tree contained the ebony, a wood much prized 
from the earliest antiquity. This region also abounded in 
gold, and was supposed to be inhabited by the tallest and most 
long-lived of men. See the Thalia of Herodotus, chapter 114. 
Diodorus also mentions that Meroe, the metropolis of this 
country, contained ebony. See the first book of this author. 

* Elephants were found in Ethiopia; see the passage in 
Herodotus last quoted. We know that ivory must have 
abounded in this region, because when Sesostris reduced it 
under the power of Egypt, he laid it under a tribute of gold, 
ivory, and ebony. 

* Sesostrif, king of Egypt, had reduced the Ethiopians 
under his dominions. See the authorities already quoted on 
this head. 

b2 
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4 THE OVERTHROW 

mities of a past age. Yet he might long have 
pined with a vain desire of conquest and adven- 
ture; for in Ethiopia the thirst of dominion 
(which has often maddened monarchs to their 
destruction) was curbed by the restraint of re- 
ligious awe, since a favourable response 1 was 
to be obtained before the prince could bid the 
bows of his subjects pour their destructive shafts 
on another nation. At length, however, the 
moment for which he panted arrived, and the 
following oracle was delivered with much solem- 
nity to the monarch of the south : " When the 
sceptre of Egypt shall be grasped by a weak 
yet powerful hand, then let the sons of Meroe 
invade the children of Mizraim, whose river 
shall be blackened by the faces of strangers. 
The Great One speaks, let the king of the Nile- 
girt realm obey." The soul of Sabako was fired 
by this response, and he quitted with delight 
a peaceful throne for a scene of peril and of 

1 Herodotus tells us, that the Ethiopians made war at the time 
and on the nation which their divinity, Jupiter, pointed out. 
See the observations of professor Heerenon the great influence 
of the hierarchy of Meroe. The intimation of Herodotus 
above alluded to, is found in the 29th chapter of his Euterpe. 
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OF TYRANNY. 5 

glory. The war signal was given throughout 
his dominions, and that voice awakened the 
enthusiasm of a host of warriors, whose bows 
were the ministers of destruction, and the clank 
of whose quivers was the dirge of innumerable 
foes. No one doubted that the oracle might 
safely be applied to Anysis, whose body 1 was 
weak and delicately formed, though his judg- 
ment was acute, and his intellect powerful ; the 
favour of the Divinity seemed thus to attend the 
enterprise, and the Ethiopians already rejoiced 
in a confident expectation of victory. Prepara- 
tions for war were almost needless in a country 
where valour was the spontaneous growth of 
every breast, and where weapons were wielded 
from childhood to age; and the followers of Sabako 
having renewed their bow-strings, and collected 
their arrows, quitted their native groves, and at- 
tended their king in his northern expedition. 

2 History relates, that the king who was driven from his 
throne by Sabako the Ethiopian, was weak in body, and small 
of stature, but that his mental endowments were very extra- 
ordinary. See Diodorus Siculus, book 1. Herodotus expressly 
tells us that Sabako invaded Egypt by the command of an oracle. 
See his Euterpe. 

b3 
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6 THE OVERTHROW 

Many were the officers of distinguished va- 
lour by whom the invader of Egypt was sur- 
rounded, but none was more fierce, none more 
eager for the war than Zarak, who was nearly 
related to the monarch. No other Ethiopian 
could bend his bow, nor was any object so minute 
as to mock the certainty of his aim. No arm 
could wield his club \ the stroke of which fell 
on an enemy with the celerity and force of a 
thunderbolt, and with which he had prevailed in 
single conflict over a huge lion, whose skin now 
adorned his person, the teeth and claws of the 
monster having been formed with much art into 
a clasp. His spear was long and ponderous, his 
stature was gigantic, and he looked like the pre- 
siding genius of battle — the centre of a thousand 
eyes, and the terror or the hope of a thousand 
hearts. But if he was thus gifted by nature 
with the qualifications of a warrior, his bosom 
was the seat of the darkest passions. He 

1 In the enumeration of the forces led hy Xerxes against 
Europe, the equipments of the Ethiopians are distinctly men- 
tioned; they were armed with hows, clubs, and spears, and 
were at once defended and adorned hy the skins of wild 
beasts. 
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OF TYRANNY, 7 

was cruel, avaricious, and revengeful ; he fought 
with the foe as if urged not by valour, but 
hatred, and to have opposed him in the field 
appeared to Zarak an injury only to be atoned 
for by the blood of his antagonist Entreaties 
were a language to him unintelligible, and the 
remembrance of wrong became in his breast a 
fever only to be allayed by the most signal ven- 
geance. Yet his avarice was equal to the bitter- 
ness of his resentment, and gifts might some- 
times influence him where the most eloquent 
supplications failed of success, or even hastened 
the doom they were intended to deprecate. 
Such was Zarak, who now appeared in arms 
amid die other warriors, ardent to rush upon the 
fertile plains of Egypt, and to acquire, by the 
sack of her cities, the accumulated wealth of 
ages. Before, however, they left the capital, 
the last-mentioned Ethiopian consulted one of 
his nation, who was supposed to have an insight 
into the future, as to the ensuing campaign, and 
his native boldness was much confirmed when 
the reply was favourable to the expedition, add 
especially when he was told to dread nothing but 
b 4 
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8 THE OVERTHROW 

a watery death; that he should be always invin- 
cible in battle, and always bear away the choicest 
rewards ; that his foot should never be weary, 
and that his limbs should never be pressed by 
fetters ; that he should hurl many Egyptians to 
the tomb, but that his own sepulchre appeared 
not to the eye of the prophet. Animated by 
these assurances, he had joined his companions 
as above related, and the army marched north- 
wards with the utmost speed, in the hope of 
crushing the enemy, or paralyzing the efforts of 
Egypt by the rapidity of their movements. 
But it is hard to restrain the voice of rumour, 
or to equal the swiftness of its course. Anysis 
was apprised of the southern invasion, which he 
hastened to repel at the head of his forces; and 
the preceding story, in concurrence with his- 
tory, has shown how vainly he opposed the career 
of Sabako. Yet though the Egyptians were 
finally defeated, they long disputed with the 
Ethiopians the event of the battle, and many of 
the sons of Meroe confessed with their last groan 
that they had left their native forests to contend 
in arms with a valiant foe. 
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OF TYRANNY. 9 

Phalaros, the bravest among the followers of 
Anysis, was the soul of his party throughout the 
day; he twice pierced the Ethiopian ranks in 
pursuit of their monarch, and by the fierceness 
of his onset (marked each time by the fall of 
three of the - mightiest in the hostile army) 
threatened to falsify the oracle of Meroe, and 
cover her children with defeat or destruction. 
And even when the genius or destiny of Sabako 
began to predominate, and when the arrows of the 
southern hordes had made terrible havoc among 
their opponents, he was still superior to the panic 
that was fast becoming general, still fought as 
though it was in the power of his single arm to 
roll back from His country the tide of conquest. 

" The battle is lost, great Phalaros, our ho- 
nours are extinguished ;" (said Anysis, address* 
ing his noble vassal, as they met for a moment 
during the doubtful strife.) 

" Never," (replied the soldier) " can we des- 
pair, or the enemy triumph, so long as oui 
monarch is in safety. Retire, mighty prince, 1 
entreat you, in that direction, whilst I endea- 
vour to reanimate those who are still alive to 
b 5 
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10 THE OVERTHROW 

the call of duty. If I live, I will seek, and it 
may be slay, our haughty invader, whom I have 
in vain pursued since sun-rise, and should I fell, 
I shall remember, whilst the vital stream is ebb- 
ing from my breast, that the heart it contains 
was the shield of my prince as long as it throbbed 
with the pulse of life." 

With these words he sprang into his refulgent 
chariot 1 , and again plunged into the thickest of 
the fight, in which, however, the Ethiopians 
were now almost everywhere superior. Few 
were the spirits that kindled at his enthusiasm, 
and even these few were considerably lessened 
on the appearance of the fierce, the resistless 
Zarak. That chieftain had displayed prodigious 
valour throughout the day; relying on his 
matchless powers and the promise of the seer, 
he had performed incredible actions. The pre- 
sent turn of the battle was in great measure 
his own work; the twang of his bowstring was 
the harbinger of death, and the arrows it dis- 

1 The beauty of the Egyptian chariots, as seen on their mo- 
numents, is particularly spoken of by Professor Heeren, who 
says they appear as if made entirely of metal. 
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OF TYRANNY. 11 

charged rendered vain alike the boldness of the 
brave and the timidity of the coward; his spear 
transfixed at once the mail and the body it pro- 
tected, and every sweep of his knotted club 
thinned the phalanxes that still opposed him. 
Phalaros beheld his approach without terror, 
and instantly flew to dispute his career; nor was 
the Ethiopian less eager to meet in arms the 
Egyptian who had evinced such courage, and 
whom, next to Anysis, he had sighed to encoun- 
ter during the whole conflict. Yet, if we yield 
an assent to the dictates of the purest philo- 
sophy 1 , the feeling that actuated Phalaros de- 
serves the name of courage far more than that 
which 4be Ethiopian obeyed, since the former 
rushed at the call of duty to meet danger, un- 
aided save by the greatness of his soul and his 
habitual valour, whilst the latter remembered 
the words, " dread nothing but a watery death 1" 
accents which sounded to him like the shout of 
victory. 

1 Among the spurious kinds of courage enumerated by Aris- 
totle, in the seventh chapter of the third book of his Ethics, is 
that species which is the effect of hope. 

B 6 
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12 THE OVERTHROW 

Both now approached each other; together 
their bowstrings touched their breasts, and the 
twang was terrible and simultaneous; one or 
both the warriors might have been stretched in 
death, for the aim of each was unerring, had not 
a slight movement of the horses of Phalaros dis- 
concerted the intention of the combatants. But 
though their arrows missed their appointed 
mark, they fell not bloodless to the ground, as 
they drank the one an Egyptian, the other an 
Ethiopian life. Thus mutually foiled, the two 
opponents now met on foot, and an unutterable 
conflict ensued; it seemed as if the rage of the 
two nations and the power of the two armies 
glowed in their breasts, and was concentrated in 
their limbs ; but the fortune of Zarak prevailed, 
and the universal panic which pervaded the 
Egyptian squadrons on this event was of itself 
an ample comment on the valour of Phalaros. 

The issue of the battle was now no longer 
doubtful, yet the victory appeared incomplete 
in the eyes of Sabako, so long as the Egyptian 
king was at liberty. It was frequently inquired 
whether he had yet been taken, and the mo- 
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narch of Meroe at length promised a fourth 
part of the spoils of Thebes to him who should 
secure the person of Anysis. The greatness of 
this reward stimulated the Ethiopians to the 
utmost, and above all, Zarak (who had already 
rendered such important services) calculated 
with delight on the possibility of instantly ac- 
quiring such vast wealth by the capture of the 
king of Egypt. He accordingly traversed the 
field with unwearied celerity, and the object of 
his pursuit (who had been conspicuous through- 
out the day from the splendour of his dress) 
would almost immediately have fallen into his 
hands, if he had not encountered Phalaros, as 
above related. 

Having slain his antagonist, he rushed impe- 
tuously forward among the disordered ranks of 
the enemy, and discovering the direction in 
which their prince had retreated, he abandoned 
to others each meaner prize, and exerted every 
energy in pursuit of the royal fugitive. The 
latter was now in the utmost danger; surrounded 
by a few followers, he had stopped to restore in 
some degree the almost exhausted powers of his 
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steeds, ignorant of the tremendous peril that 
threatened every moment to overwhelm him. 
But the knowledge that he was chased by a foe 
whose course w^s like that of a mountain tor- 
rent, though it might have increased his terror, 
could not have re-nerved the limbs of his cour- 
sers, and his capture would soon have swelled 
the triumphs and enriched the coffers of Zarak, 
had it not been for the vigilance and activity of 
Labren, one of the most dexterous and attached 
of all the followers of Anysis. He was by birth 
an Ethiopian, and a native of the island Ta- 
chompso, but happening to be involved in a 
quarrel with his countrymen, he took refuge in 
the Egyptian division 1 of that island, and after 
various fortunes, obtained the notice and appro- 
bation of the rulers of Egypt, to whom he had 
afterwards endeared himself by his intelligence 
and zeal. He had followed his patron to the 
war, and had there given many proofs of cou- 
rage, and having been separated from his prince 

1 Herodotus, speaking of a certain island in the Nile named 
Tachompso, says that half of it belonged to the Egyptians and 
half to the Ethiopians. See his Euterpe, chap. 29. 
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during the conflict, he had (since the rout of 
the Egyptians became general) anxiously sought 
his royal benefactor, resolved to save or perish 
with the father of Mizraim. 

It was now that his knowledge of the Ethio- 
pian language enabled him to understand the 
proclamation of the magnificent offer to any 
one who should seize the person of Anysis, 
and trembling at the danger to which the 
latter was thus exposed, he redoubled his ex- 
ertions, till (as he passed along the lines) he 
observed the headlong and destructive career 
of Zarak, and heard him, in a loud voice, de- 
manding of those nearest him in what direction 
the Egyptian king had betaken himself to flight. 
Convinced that there was now not a moment to 
be lost, he instantly formed his resolution, and 
availing himself of the answer given to Zarak, 
succeeded at length in finding his prince, just 
as the combat between Phalaros and the fol- 
lower of Sabako commenced 

" Why delays the monarch of Egypt" (he ex- 
claimed) "to fly from immediate destruction? 
The enemy is everywhere victorious. Sabako 
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has offered the wealth of a king for your cap- 
ture, and his fierce chieftains burn to obey his 
mandates. The artificial whiteness 1 that once 
distinguished them, has deserted their bodies to 
suffuse the faces of our warriors with the pale- 
ness of fear and perplexity, while the red co- 
louring alone is predominant, since they are 
sprinkled with the blood which has been drawn 
from our veins. Cast off that robe," (he conti- 
nued,) "or it will be converted into the dress of 
the grave: pardon my impetuosity, and suffer 
me to pursue my plan. Assume my habit; 
mount this horse, his vigour is unabated; ride 
towards the Lybian tombs 8 , and conceal your- 
self between the two crags which rise midway 
between the base and summit of the western 
mountains. I will yet foil the insulting foe, 
and, by effecting your escape, at once tarnish 
and soften his triumph and out grief." 

As he spoke, he assisted the hesitating and 

1 When the Ethiopians went to battle, they painted the 
upper part of their bodies white and the lower red. See He- 
rodotus, Polymnia, chapter 69. 

* The tombs of Thebes were situated in the Lybian moun- 
tain chain, which formed the western boundary of that capital. 
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astonished prince in throwing aside the insignia 
which had distinguished him in the battle, and 
haying arrayed him in his own habit, once more 
entreated him to use the utmost speed, and 
think only of his own preservation. 

Having thus provided for the temporary safety 
of his monarch, he prepared for the farther pro- 
secution of his scheme, and rapidly putting on 
the robe, &c. lately worn by Anysis, rejoiced in 
the assurance of those around, that he exactly 
resembled him for whom he desired to pass, a 
circumstance to which the smallness of his per- 
son greatly contributed. Bidding all consult 
their own preservation, he mounted another 
horse, on whose mettle he could rely, and went 
towards the Ethiopian squadrons. 

The conflict between Zarak and Phalaros was 
over, and the former was in the midst of a 
wasteful and rapid career, when a loud cry of 
" Seize the Egyptian king !" " Save our un- 
happy monarch !" was uttered at the same time 
by a thousand voices from both armies, whilst 
every eye was turned on Labren. That crafty 
attendant of Anysis viewed with ecstacy the 
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success of his project, and presenting himself to 
Zarak for a moment, though at some distance, 
he excited to a painful degree the ardour of that 
officer, who, vaulting upon a fresh horse, and 
encouraging those who surrounded him to pur- 
sue the enemy, darted forward towards the point 
where the supposed Anysis had appeared. 

In a short time he again caught sight of the 
fugitive, who seemed riding towards Thebes, 
whither many of the Egyptians were flying. 
Inflamed at what he saw, Zarak spurred his 
steed, and rejoiced in the hope that he was 
gaining on his object, for Labren, in order the 
better to allure the Ethiopian, spared his own 
courser, and permitted his pursuer to approach 
somewhat nearer. Zarak, on the other hand, 
already imagined himself secure of his prey, 
and the rather, as the space between him and 
the flying horseman was certainly diminished. 
Labren on his part still continued the deception, 
and suffered the Ethiopian to gain upon him so 
considerably, that the chief, judging himself 
sufficiently near to be heard, called to the rider 
in advance, and commmanded him to surrender. 
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The individual thus addressed turned his head 
and darted a look of scorn at the follower of 
Sabako, who, unable to restrain his indignation, 
fixed an arrow in the bowstring, exclaiming at the 
same moment, " Die, then, presumptuous coward, 
since thou wilt not yield, and since courage and 
timidity fall alike before the lightning of the bow 
of Zarak." But Labren, who was well acquainted 
with the distance at which an Ethiopian archer 
could strike his mark, had taken care to keep in 
safety, and as the arrow fell a few yards from 
him, he replied, " I will neither die, nor yield, 
but live to be the hound of thy path and the 
torture of thy he^rt The gods protect the 
rulers of Mizraim, and I shall yet slake the ven- 
geance of my subjects with the blood of the 
sons of Meroe." 

Zarak turned pale with rage as he listened to 
this defiance, and the sensation of pain shook 
his every nerve ; his lip quivering and his eye 
flashing fire, he rushed on with accelerated speed, 
whilst Labren at the same time quickened his 
own pace. The latter directed his course to- 
wards the Nile, on the western bank of which 
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the fetal battle had been fought, and arriving at 
the southern suburb of Thebes, he made directly 
for the river, which a boat happened at that time 
to be crossing. Having reached the stream, he 
once more turned the same look of contempt on 
his pursuer, and said, " Farewell, stranger ! here 
we must part; I admire thy horsemanship, and 
thank thy courtesy for having attended me thus 
far; commend me to thy prince, and tell him the 
Egyptians ride well." 

With these words he plunged into the water, 
and was almost instantly taken up by the boat- 
man, who hastened to the assistance of his sup- 
posed monarch. Zarak was unused to the lan- 
guage he had just heard, and he writhed at the 
accents in all the agony of unsatisfied vengeance. 
His first impulse was to urge his courser into 
the river, but the words " dread nothing but a 
watery death !" froze the current of his resolu- 
tion, whilst the distant dash of the oar warned 
him of the difficulty of the enterprise. But the 
dictates at once of avarice and revenge forbade 
him to relax the pursuit of one with whom he 
was so closely connected by both these feelings. 
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The chase in which he had been engaged had 
separated him alike from the defeated and vic- 
torious army, and he, therefore, bent his steps 
southward in order to encounter his companions. 
Turning his eyes once more towards the Nile, 
he saw something flashing in the rays of the 
declining sun, and observing it more attentively, 
he perceived it was part of the head-dress of 
Anysis, evidently raised on a long pole, pro- 
bably as a signal for his followers. It appeared 
almost to touch the Eastern bank of the river, 
in which direction it was moving, and he panted 
for the moment when he should cross the stream 
and again pursue the derider of all his efforts. 
A confused noise presently roused his attention, 
and he was almost immediately involved in a 
crowd of Ethiopians and Egyptians, in the 
utmost disorder of flight and pursuit Many of 
the latter had taken refuge in the Nile, some in 
boats, but the greater part, despairing of safety, 
had thrown themselves into the water, preferring 
the chance of being swallowed up by the current 
to sustaining any longer the struggle for life 
against a conquering foe. But the arrows of 
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the Ethiopians fell like an impetuous storm on 
those unhappy remnants of the disastrous day. 
The Nile ran purple with the blood of the slain, 
who, as they floated on its cold breast, bore 
northwards a terrible witness of their defeat, till 
the bird of the sky or the crocodile from below 
made its banquet on their tombless limbs. Few 
escaped from that carnage, and such was the 
panic into which Thebes was thrown, that no 
effectual measures were adopted for checking 
the progress of the victors, who took instant 
possession of the western district l of that vast 
capital. The sun was still above the hori- 
zon, and it was declared by Sabako and the 
indefatigable Zarak, that they ought not to 
delay passing the river and seizing the other 
division of the city. The latter supported this 
proposal by affirming he had himself seen the 
Egyptian king retire thither, offering at the 
same time to conduct the attack, and urging the 
necessity of following up their advantage before 

1 Ancient Egyptian Thebes was built on both sides of the 
Nile, being bounded on the east by the Arabian, and on the 
west by the Lybian mountains. 

13 
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the enemy could take any step for their defence. 
The wisdom of these suggestions was acknow- 
ledged by all, and availing themselves of die 
abundant resources supplied by the ground al- 
ready their own, they prepared for the passage 
of the river ; whilst a large portion of their 
army dispersed itself over western Thebes, which 
was thickly inhabited, to disconcert every at- 
tempt at a renewal of opposition, and spread 
devastation and plunder throughout the circuit 
of the captured city. Many and dreadful were 
the scenes of horror acted in that night, and 
various the forms of rapine and license that 
deepened the sorrow of the conquered nation ; 
for so instantaneous had been the stroke, and so 
swift the movements of the warriors of Meroe, 
that they brought in person the tidings of their 
victory, and came on Thebes, like the ocean: 
tide, when, urged by the wind and obeying the 
mysterious call of its lunar queen, it over- 
leaps its accustomed bound, and sweeps at night 
through some marine city, prostrate, slumber- 
ing, and defenceless. The festivity of the ban- 
quet, and the recesses of privacy and repose 
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were violated by the entrance of armed soldiers ; 
the goblet's stream was polluted with blood, and 
the sweetest symphony converted into lamenta- 
tions. Here and there the Egyptians vainly 
attempted resistance, and enraged a foe they 
were unable to repel. The career of force or 
fire marked every obstruction, and throughout 
the range of western Thebes troops of Ethio- 
pians were everywhere seen bearing young and 
beautiful captives in their arms, amid a shower 
of burning roofs, and heaps of inestimable trea- 
sure. In the meantime Zarak easily made him- 
self master of the eastern division of the city of 
Ammon 1 , and eagerly renewed his search for 
its supposed monarch, who (anticipating the 



1 The presiding deity of Thebes was Jupiter Ammon; 
hence that capital was called by the Greeks Aco<nro\ig, or the 
city of Jupiter ; and by the Egyptians Noammon. Diodorus, 
the Sicilian, tells us it was founded by one of the most ancient 
of the deified rulers of Egypt according to some accounts, 
and this information is by no means incompatible with the 
theory of Professor Heeren, namely, that the Thebaid, as well 
as the rest of Egypt, was colonized from southern Africa, 
since the leader of each colony would naturally become the 
ruler of the district in which he settled. See Diodorus, Book 
the First 
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calamities impending over the Theban capital, 
and anxious to divert the attention of the Ethio- 
pians from the west, where Anysis had concealed 
himself among the Lybian mountains,) had made 
the signal above described in order to delude 
Zarak, and draw him to the eastern bank of 
the Nile. Yet he was astonished at the im- 
becility and want of vigour displayed by the 
Egyptians, which made them overlook the re- 
sources still in their power, and betray to the 
enemy the natural rampart which the river 
afforded. They heard, indeed, with delight, 
that their king had survived the battle, and 
praised the unrivalled dexterity by which his 
escape had been effected; but when Labren 
talked of resistance, when he pressed them to 
line the bank of the river with armed men, and 
to prepare burning arrows in order to fire the 
boats, &c. in which the enemy must cross the 
stream, they resolved and doubted alternately, 
till the precious moments were lost, and until 
their sight was blasted and their ears appalled 
by the glare of hostile fire, and the shouts and 
lamentations of triumph and distress. Labren 
vol. i. s. s. c 
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sickened at the conviction that his country was 
undone, and that the whole of Thebes would 
soon be in the power of the Ethiopians ; he ac- 
cordingly resolved to provide for his own safety, 
and awaken, if possible, a spirit of resistance at 
Memphis. At this juncture moving lights were 
seen on the river, which continually increased 
till the water seemed to blaze ; the clashing of 
arms and the war cry were at the same time 
heard, nor was it possible to mistake the terrible 
accents of the invaders. 

Doubt now gave way to despondency, and 
Labren, feeling the insufficiency of a single arm, 
hastened into the town, intending to escape 
by the most unfrequented path. Following this 
course, he at length arrived between two build- 
ings, where the passage was exceedingly narrow, 
of which a few Egyptians who had escaped 
from the field, had taken advantage, and having 
formed a rude rampart, had posted themselves 
behind it, with the resolution of disputing the 
pass with the enemy. Labren instantly saw, by 
the light of torches, that he was about to meet 
with some interruption, and thinking it was pos- 
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sible that some of the foe might have crossed the 
river, and pre-occupied that point, he paused in 
all the agony of suspense as to the plan he ought 
to adopt. But the distant trampling of men and 
horses assured him that the Ethiopians were al- 
ready on his track, and he therefore rushed towards 
the passage, resolved, if it were indeed guarded 
by foes, to break through, or perish in the 
attempt. His suspicions were groundless, but 
the event was fraught with danger ; for as soon 
as the Egyptian band above alluded to saw 
what they imagined to be their king, they raised 
a loud acclamation, and exhorted each other to 
save Anysis from destruction. The name of 
Anysis was instantly re-echoed from an un- 
known quarter, and the light of torches showed 
a troop of the enemy led by the impetuous 
Zarak. Some of his followers, either by 
chance or design, had taken a circuitous route, 
and found themselves on the other side of the 
Egyptians, whose retreat was thus cut off. 
They accordingly seized their supposed king, 
and hurried him into one of the adjoining build- 
ings, which happened to be an arsenal, and 
c 2 
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which they had already determined to employ, if 
necessity should require. Some of the enemy 
endeavoured to enter with them, but despair 
redoubled the strength of the Egyptians, and 
the gates were closed on their assailants, whilst 
those within, furnishing themselves with arrows 
and other missiles, ascended to the roof, and 
commenced from that elevation a terrible war 
on those beneath. Not a weapon was discharged 
in vain, for the lights carried by the Ethiopians 
were a beacon to direct the vengeance of those 
on the arsenal, who being themselves in com- 
parative darkness 1 , suffered little from the 
showers of arrows from below. 

" We are met once more, mighty chief," (said 
Labren, addressing Zarak,) " and as I would on 
no account be outdone by thee, I will return 
the arrow thou didst intend for me this day when 
I foiled thee at a race." 

1 Thucydides tells us that the same advantage aided the Pla- 
teaus, who escaped through the Peloponesian lines j for he 
says expressly, that the lights held by the besiegers, enabled 
the Plateans to aim their darts with more certainty, whilst they 
themselves were defended by the comparative darkness that 
surrounded them. See the third book of the Peloponesian war. 

13 
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As he spoke, the shaft left the string, when 
one of the invaders threw himself before Zarak, 
and preserved him from certain death. The 
latter escaped, but it was to deplore the fall of 
the bravest of his followers. The chief thus res- 
cued, drew back in speechless rage from so 
skilful an archer, whose missile he had indeed 
eluded, but whose words were festering in his 
heart. 

" Is it thus" (he exclaimed in a loud voice) 
" that we permit yonder handful to deride us ? 
Why, cowards, do ye delay to force the gates 
behind which they shelter their fear ? Are we 
not conquerors," or have we to-day been de- 
feated, that we stand here the sport of our 
very captives, till Sabako shall come and take 
from us the glory of seizing the Egyptian 
king?" 

Roused by these expostulations, the Ethio- 
pians attacked the gates of the arsenal, having 
formed, with some of the skins with which they 
were equipped, a slight protection from the as- 
sailants above. The twisted iron- work presented 
an obstinate barrier, but the knotted clubs of a 
c 3 
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thousand men soon formed an aperture suffi- 
cient for the admission of a single warrior, and 
the weaker defences that next opposed them 
were easily overcome by the agency of force or 
fire. The few Egyptians who were left to guard 
the entrance, finding it impossible to maintain 
their post, fled towards the upper story, and 
carried to their companions the fearful intelli- 
gence that the foe was within the arsenal. The 
situation of the heroic band was now desperate ; 
yet they resolved to endure death rather than 
captivity, and quitting the roof, seized a posi- 
tion at the top of a flight of steps, placing their 
supposed king in the centre. The efforts of 
valour when reduced to extremities, have ever 
been the same ; every Egyptian bow was bent 
at once, every arrow pierced an Ethiopian's 
heart, and that last scene of mortal grapple made 
the invaders rejoice that the number of their 
opponents was inferior to their courage. ' The 
former, however, could not but prevail ; and 
Zarak, who had given particular orders that not 
a single stroke should be aimed at the monarch 
of Egypt, scarcely believed his own felicity, 
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when having thrown a noose around him, he 
brought him to the ground, and captured him with 
his own hand. The thirst of ambition, avarice, 
and vengeance, seemed thus at once about to 
be satisfied ; and as he contemplated his prize, its 
greatness appeared every moment to increase ; 
influence without a rival, and rewards without 
measure, dazzled his imagination, and converted 
the streams of blood that every where surrounded 
him into a shower of gold dust and inestimable 
gems. Such was the extremity of his exulta- 
tion, that he forgot for a time the cruelty of his 
nature, and even displayed something like cour- 
tesy in the orders he issued respecting Labren, 
to whom refreshment was" immediately given, 
messengers being at the same time dispatched 
to Sabako with the tidings that Anysis king 
of Egypt was taken, and that the eastern divi- 
sion of Thebes was in the hands of the Ethio- 
pians. 

In the mean time, the dignity and composure 

of Labren was unshaken ; he had indeed little 

hope of escaping from captivity, and much cause 

to dread the vengeance of the invaders when 

c4 
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they should discover the stratagem he had prac- 
tised ; but he was more than supported by the 
thought that his monarch was at freedom through 
his means, whilst hope, whose whispers are 
never silent in the human breast, still breathed 
suggestions of undefined but consolatory im- 
port. 

Morning at length broke on that night of 
calamity, and Sabako, having recalled his war- 
riors to order, proceeded in form to take pos- 
session of eastern Thebes, and above all hastened 
to behold the royal prisoner. His countenance 
like the mirror of pride, and his bosom throbbing 
with expectation, Zarak conducted the prince of 
Meroe to the arsenal, and the latter caused the 
voice of envy to awaken in the breasts of many 
of his officers, as they listened to the torrent of 
approbation and magnificent promises bestowed 
on th$ir fortunate companion. In their way to 
the building where the important captive was 
guarded, Zarak related to Sabako the various 
circumstances that had attended the seizure of 
the Egyptian king, not forgetting his long 
and vain pursuit of him the day before ; for even 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



OF TYRANNY. 33 

the proud can endure to recount partial failure, 
when final success has at length crowned them. 

They now approached the arsenal, and Zarak 
felt as if intoxicated, when after traversing two 
or three passages, he conducted his king to a small 
apartment in the centre of the edifice, and pre- 
sented the supposed Anysis to his view, Sabako 
rejoiced at the idea that the seeds of future oppo- 
sition were eradicated from his new conquest by 
the possession of its ruler; for he had considered 
his superiority in the field only a precarious 
advantage, so long as the prince whom he de- 
feated was at liberty. Yet, if the Ethiopian 
monarch was ambitious, he was also noble ; nor 
could he behold without a sigh the monarch of a 
mighty people hurled at once into impotence 
and distress. He accordingly addressed him 
with benignity, and ordered him to be conveyed 
with the greatest pomp to a magnificent building 
in the vicinity, where, in order to treat him with 
the more respect, he permitted him to be attended 
by an Egyptian officer taken in the preceding 
battle. The latter was soon made acquainted 
with the scheme Labren had adopted, which he 
c 5 
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aided to the utmost, affecting the deepest dejec- 
tion at the captivity of his prince, and rendering 
him every personal attention with sedulous ac- 
tivity. 

Early the following day, Sabako, attended by 
Zarak, and some other officers of distinction, 
again presented himself to Labren, who, after 
answering some general inquiries, thus addressed 
the monarch of Meroe : 

" What I am about to disclose, great Sabako, 
will probably excite thy astonishment, and sub- 
ject me to thy wrath ; but for this I am prepared, 
since that death which consigns him who endures 
it to the acclamations of posterity, has in it more 
of triumph than pain. Know, then, that when 
yonder haughty warrior chased me from the fatal 
battle to the Nile, he pursued not Anysis, but 
Labren the Ethiopian; and that when on the 
same night he assaulted the arsenal in this city, 
he captured not Anysis, but Labren the Ethio- 
pian, who, in the garb of the monarch of Egypt, 
has twice deluded thy officer, and diverted the 
attention of thy whole army from the sovereign 
of Mizraim. I have delayed speaking thus 
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freely, that my prince might have time to es- 
cape; all his plans were known to me, and I 
have now the assurance that he is fast approach- 
ing the fens, where the eternal ramparts of 
nature, and the valour of warlike tribes will enable 
him to view with contempt the army of the south. 
* For myself, I have already lived long enough, 
since my single arm has paralyzed^ the efforts 
of a numerous and victorious host. Chains may 
restrain these limbs, or the breath of tyranny 
sweep Labren from the scroll of time, but the 
soul laughs at fetters; nor can the will of the 
most potent despot expunge those who die in 
glory from that far longer life of fame for which 
they are reserved throughout futurity." 

" Serpent P* exclaimed Zarak, darting at La- 
bren a glance in which the darkest feelings 
seemed to contend with each other, then turn- 
ing to Sabako, " be cautious, great prince," he 
said, " nor hastily trust the declaration you have 
just heard ; our prisoner may, after all, be the 
king of Egypt, who thus endeavours to escape 
from our hands by feigning himself another." 
" I applaud thy dexterity," (answered Labren, 
c 6 
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addressing Zarak,) " nor does thy suggestion fall 
unexpectedly to me. Sabako is thrice happy, 
who possesses in thy person so piercing an in- 
quirer after truth." 

With these words he took off the royal head- 
dress, and turning to an Ethiopian officer, said, 
" Dost thou not know me ? Am I not he who 
met thee in the last battle? and was not thy 
spear broken in the conflict? Behold here the 
extreme point of it, which I have preserved for 
a necessity like the present There is a rent" 
(he continued) " in the panther's skin with which 
thou art adorned, and I here hold the fragment 
torn from it with my own hand." 

The person thus challenged was one of the 
highest reputation amongst his countrymen, 
which he had greatly increased by his conduct 
in the last war, so that all listened without sus- 
picion as he thus spoke. 

" Warriors love not the remembrance of those 
who have been superior to them in arms; and 
but for these last events I had perhaps never 
related that during the decisive battle two days 
since, happening to approach where Anysis 
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fought in person, I made a furious attack upon 
his guards, with the intention of assaulting the 
monarch himself; my immediate followers were 
few, but resolute, and I had already penetrated 
to the Egyptian king, when one whom yonder 
captive exactly resembles, dared me to single 
combat The smallness of his stature and the 
delicacy of his frame, led me to despise my 
antagonist ; but I was soon taught to tremble at 
his activity and valour. My spear was broken in 
the contest, and I might perhaps have fallen be- 
neath his prowess, if some of my party, fearing 
an attack which the fierce Phalaros was about to 
make in that quarter, had not hurried me by, 
force within our own lines." 

As he concluded, the officer displayed his 
weapon, which was indeed broken at the point, 
and which the fragment produced by Labren 
exactly fitted ; nor did the piece of skin above 
noticed, correspond less closely with the lacer- 
ated hide that fell from the shoulders of the 
Ethiopian. 

Sabako was astonished at what had just trans- 
pired, nor was his regret for having missed his 
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prey greater than his admiration of the talent 
and fidelity displayed by Labren. 

"Tell me," (said he, turning to the latter,) 
"thou most crafty of men, how wouldst thou 
show thy gratitude to Sabako, if he were now to 
give thee thy liberty? Wouldst thou serve him 
with the same constancy which has distinguished 
thy conduct to Anysis?" 

Zarak listened to these words with deep ap- 
prehension, for he burnt with revenge and 
hatred against him who had foiled his utmost 
exertions, and had even made them conduce to 
the escape of the Egyptian king, by turning 
the Ethiopian's attention to a wrong person. 
He was, therefore, at once surprised and relieved 
when Labren replied, 

" Great Sabako, do not deceiye thyself; 
chance has indeed thrown me into thy power, 
but no force can change my irrevocable pur- 
pose. Should thy command devote me to in- 
stant death, I would not deprecate the decree 
for a single moment. Shouldst thou doom me 
to confinement, be assured I would use every 
means for my escape; and shouldst thou grant 
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me my freedom, though I must ever remember 
thee as my benefactor, I could not abandon the 
prince whom I have preserved. Nay, I would 
oppose to the utmost thy farther progress; 
would excite the remaining towns to resistance, 
and remove those treasures to the fens which 
might otherwise fall into thy hands." 

The invader heard with unrepressed astonish- 
ment this bold avowal, but the nobility of his 
disposition prevailed, and addressing himself to 
Labren, 

" Thy words " (he said) " might have a- 
wakened the resentment of others, but the sons 
of the south are generous as well as valiant; 
go, return to thy king, and tell him revenge 
is not an inmate in the breast of Sabako." 

Zarak doubted his senses at these words, and 
stood gazing in silence at the assembly before 
him, his eyes scarcely performing their function, 
so intent was he on the picture of unslaked ven- 
geance presented to his mind; but when one by 
one the Ethiopians were retiring, and when the 
triumphant Xabren went forth to freedom, he 
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could no longer sustain the internal tempest, 
and, perceiving he was alone, he broke out into 
the following soliloquy: 

" Is it thus that the meanest of mankind shall 
for ever trample upon Zarak? must I listen to 
his innumerable taunts, and become his very 
sport? to what end have the words of the pro- 
phet invested me with a kind of immortality, if 
I am to be derided by a slave? But he shall 
not thus escape ! I will pursue him instantly, 
and know where the treasures of which he spoke 
are deposited, if he has not already availed 
himself of the weakness of Sabako to make 
good his retreat." 

This determination consoled to a certain de- 
gree the tumult of his feelings, and he imme- 
diately ordered two of his most confidential 
attendants to search for Labren with the utmost 
diligence. In the meantime, the latter was al- 
ready traversing the city, intending immediately 
to depart for Memphis, where he had many 
friends whom he was anxious to save from the 
invasion of the Ethiopians. Above all he trem- 
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bled for the family of Mapres, who, belonging 
to the soldier caste 1 , and being one of the offi- 
cers to whose guardianship Memphis was com- 
mitted, would naturally be exposed to the full 
fury of the storm. The last mentioned Egyp- 
tian had ever distinguished the peculiar talent 
and virtue of Labren, and had viewed with the 
highest satisfaction the rapid rise of his fortune, 
till at length he deserved and obtained the espe- 
cial regard of the ruler of Egypt But there 
was a more potent and gentle tie which bound 
Labren to Mapres, and made him contemplate 
with anguish the danger impending over Mem- 
phis, as a bird looks with terror on the ruthless 
hand that is about to tear its nest from some re- 
cess of leafy shadows. He had sought and ob- 
tained the affections of Amudis, the only daugh- 
ter of the warrior, and their happiness was about 
to be rendered as indissoluble as it was intense, 
when Labren was summoned to resist the army 

1 The division of the Egyptians into castes, has already been 
alluded to in this work. It formed one of the distinguishing 
features of the nation, and Diodorus tells us it was considered 
a principal cause of the perfection to which the arts arrived in 
Egypt. See the first book of that author. 
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of the south, and compelled to behold the humi- 
liation of his country. But now that the last 
tragic scene had closed, haying rescued his mo- 
narch from captivity, and thus dimmed the 
splendour of victory in the eyes of the con- 
querors, he,panted to rejoin Amudis, and either 
rescue her from peril, or, by sharing destruction 
with her, disarm it of half its terror. His heart 
had sunk within him, as he marked the rage and 
license of the Ethiopians on taking the city of 
Ammon; and he shuddered at the thought that 
the bright flower, whose fragrance was the ban- 
quet of his heart, might be exposed, before 
many suns should rise and set, to the career of 
that storm which was sweeping from far Meroe 
to the North Sea 1 . 

Absorbed in these reflections, he was rapidly 
threading the various windings of Thebes, when 
suddenly two men came up, one of whom in- 
stantly struck him a blow which deprived him of 
sense, and, on recovering his faculties, he found 
himself within the same building in which he 

1 The Mediterranean is here meant, which forms the nor- 
thern boundary of Egypt. 
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had that very day received his liberty from Sa- 
bako. His return to sensation was painful, and 
he almost regretted the veil of oblivion, when, 
on opening his eyes, he beheld the dark coun- 
tenance of Zarak glaring upon him, like the 
beam of some inauspicious planet 1 . Fear, how- 
ever, was a stranger to the breast of Labren, and 
though the appearance of the being with whom 
he was thus confronted, could not but fill him 
with the most sinister forebodings, he resolved 
not to be a traitor to himself, and the following 
dialogue commenced: 

" What chance is it which has again thrown 
us together, and wherefore art thou present to 
behold my awakening from a distempered sleep ?" 

" Dost thou address me thus? Know that 
thou art my captive." 

1 The ancient Egyptians were greatly distinguished by the 
ardour with which they prosecuted the study of astronomy : 
like other nations of antiquity, they employed this science 
in endeavouring to penetrate the future ; and we learn from 
Diodorus, that they imputed a malignant influence to some 
planets and an auspicious one to others. See the first book of 
that historian. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



44 THE OVERTHROW 

"Thy captive! What mean those words? 
where, then, is the decree of Sabako?" 

" That decree was vain, since he could not 
lawfully dispose of my prisoner." 

" And why, then, didst thou not assert thy 
claim before the assembled chiefs? why was I 
mocked with a inoment of liberty? Perfidious 
reptile, I penetrate and scorn thy baseness; thy 
very sight is contamination, and thy form is 
like the baleful plant which exhales the breath 
of poison. But I will complain to Sabako, and 
display thy injustice to thy countrymen." 

" Threats belong not to slaves, nor words of 
provocation to the weak." 

Thus speaking, Zarak stamped on the ground, 
and the attendants already mentioned obeyed 
the signal, entered the apartment, and bound, 
with the utmost celerity, the hands and feet of 
the unhappy Labren. Having completed their 
office they retired, and the discourse was re- 
newed. 

" Vain boaster, wilt thou still brave my dis- 
pleasure ? I tell thee thou contendest with me 



Digitized by V3OOQ IC 



OF TYRANNY. 45 

to no purpose, thou art my captive, my slave, 
and I command thee by that power in which 
I hold thy destiny to reveal first the secret en- 
trances of the vast temples of this capital, and 
secondly, those repositories of treasure which 
thou didst mention to-day in the presence of my 
king." 

A smile of ineffable contempt passed over the 
countenance of Labren as he replied, " Fool, go 
to the wild rock and bind, if thou canst, the 
mountain torrent, whose course can form a deep 
valley in a bed of flint ; and when thou hast 
controlled its stream and stilled its foaming roar, 
know that a still greater conquest remains for 
him who would fetter the soul of Labren. Were 
thy voice like the shout of a thousand armies, 
and if all the elements waited on thy will, were 
thine eyes lightning and thy breath a whirl- 
wind, I tell thee thou wouldst command in vain : 
I scorn thy fetters even while they restrain my 
motions, and my mind yet whispers I shall 
escape from thy tyranny." 

" I will hear no more," (replied Zarak, in a 
transport of fury raising his spear;) then sud- 
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denly checking himself, he continued, (his 
voice agitated with * the vehemence of his 
passion,) "we shall soon meet again, and I 
counsel thee to repent of thy madness." 

Thus saying, he withdrew, and ordering the 
apartment to be guarded, left the prisoner to 
prepare as he thought fit for the uncertain 
future. The building in which he was con- 
fined had formerly belonged to one of the priests, 
and had often been visited in happier days by 
Labren, who, as the hours rolled heavily along 
reflected with pain on the vicissitudes which had 
thus converted a mansion, once the seat of joy 
and elegant hospitality, into a dungeon. Even- 
ing came at last, and Labren (overcome by the 
struggle he had been forced to sustain) sank 
into a short and disturbed slumber: but the 
pencil of fancy can defy the limits of time and 
space, and sketch in a moment a complicated 
scene. He dreamt that he stood upon a pro- 
montory, surveying the interminable plain of 
ocean, where a vessel was labouring in the midst 
of a storm, which continually increased till a 
prodigious wave broke at length over the ship, 



-Digitized by VjC 



OF TYRANNY. 47 

and decided at once the victory of the elements. 
Every scream, every look of despair was dis- 
tinctly represented by that vision of agony, until 
a voice more piercing than the rest, which thrilled 
every nerve and defied the roaring of the tem- 
pest, seemed to say, " Why delays my Labren 
to save his Amudis ?" He could scarcely sup- 
port the torture of that moment, yet he awoke 
not, but seemed to plunge from a measureless 
height into the waves, and to swim beyond all 
expectation amid the tempest. The form of 
Amudis was still visible on a fragment of the 
wreck. Already he approached her, already 
grasped the hand that was extended for aid, 
when a monster arising from below seemed to 
drag her beneath the ocean; he thought that 
he dived with her and engaged in mortal con- 
flict with the apparition : nature could endure 
no more, and he awoke with a cold sweat upon 
his forehead, and his breast convulsed as with 
the last sob of suffocation. The violence of 
these impressions made him forget his present 
condition, and he attempted suddenly to rise, 
when the fetters that restrained his limbs, 
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and the darkness of night which had now 
closed in, reminded him he was a captive, 
and made him recall the last words of the tyrant 
a few hours since. The dead hour of midnight 
at length arrived, and he started as the door of 
his apartment opened, when Zarak entered, fol- 
lowed by the two attendants bearing a light and 
the terrible apparatus of torture. The appear- 
ance of his enemy confirmed the resolution of 
Labren, and invigorated his nerves to meet the 
glance of tyranny, and contend to the last with 
the difficulties that surrounded him. 

"Slave," (said Zarak,) "hast thou repented 
of thy temerity, and art thou ready to make the 
discoveries I demand ? I have already allowed 
too much time for consideration, and will be 
mocked no longer ; fire and steel are more power- 
ful perchance than words; remember it is the 
hour of darkness, every mortal eye is sealed in 
sleep, thou art in the centre of a vast building, 
and thy screams would not startle the bat that 
nestles upon its walls ; nor has the language of 
supplication ever penetrated my heart: resolve 
thyself, then, and answer me speedily." 
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" Seek no more to terrify me, w (rejoined La- 
bren, in a low but firm voice,) " death and pain 
are phantoms which alarm not the brave — the 
exhalations of a moment, which cannot tarnish 
the brightness of glory ; yet for the sake of my 
country, I may perhaps desire life, — unbind me 
then, and give me a draught of water, for I swear 
to thee that as long as I am fettered, though 
thou shouldst tear me as the vulture rends the 
carcase, I will not utter a single word ; and I 
tell thee, moreover, that having taken no food 
since the morning of yesterday, I can speak no 
more if denied the restorative I demand. Com- 
ply with me then, and I may possibly disclose 
some of those vast and inconceivable treasures, 
those flashing diamonds and masses of gold which 
are concealed in the labyrinths of Egyptian 
architecture." 

The imagination of Zarak was dazzled by 
the picture thus presented to him ; and having* 
scanned for an instant the features of his cap- 
tive, and read the firmness they displayed, he 
ordered the attendants to bring the water and 
to unbind his hands and feet Labren on his 

vol. i. s. s. d 
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part, seemed completely exhausted, and his hand 
appeared to tremble as he raised the bowl to 
his lips, when having drunk a small part of the 
contents, he dashed the remainder on the light, 
and rushed out of the apartment with the ra- 
pidity of an arrow, exclaiming, " Fool, I have 
foiled thee again ; follow me if thou wilt, but to 
no purpose." 

The large and intricate mansion, every turn 
of which was well known to JLabren, required 
not a moment to traverse, while astonishment 
and darkness conspired to render abortive the 
efforts of Zarak for pursuit, and the former 
arriving at length at a small apartment, forced 
his way out of a latticed aperture, and felt as if 
risen to new life as he inhaled the pure gale 
of the night. To. revenge himself as far as 
possible on the tyrant from whom he had just 
escaped, he repaired immediately to that part of 
Thebes where Sabako, together with his prin- 
cipal officers, had taken up his residence, and 
though it was only one hour past midnight, he 
succeeded in making himself heard by an at- 
tendant, whom he informed that he had some- 
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thing of the greatest importance to communi- 
cate. The activity of the Ethiopian monarch 
was not confined to day, for he constantly main- 
tained that since the tide of time flows on alike 
in light and darkness, the eye of a prince l should 
be ready to unclose and read with diligence the 
slightest change in the aspect of events. But 
the recency of his Theban conquest, and the 
variety of transactions in which it had involved 
him, had increased his usual vigilance, and he 
was still in counsel with two of his most distin- 
guished warriors, when it was intimated to him 
that the stranger whom he had freed from cap- 
tivity desired to reveal some important infor- 
mation. The individual and the hour were 
sufficient of themselves to arrest the attention 
of Sabako ; and Labren being admitted to his 
presence prostrated himself, exclaiming, "Help, 
great monarch, save me from violence. Did 
not those lips proclaim my freedom but yester- 



1 So Homer makes the delusive dream sent by Jupiter to 
Agamemnon say to that prince, " It is not befitting a man of 
counsel, pov\rj$opov avSpa, to sleep through the sweet night." 
See the first book of the Iliad. 
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day; wherefore then was I seized and impri- 
soned? Why are the words of Sabako con- 
travened by his own followers ?" 

"What accents are these," (answered the 
Prince,) " what Ethiopian has dared to dispute 
my decree ? Speak freely, stranger, for I boast 
myself to be the refuge of the unfortullate. ,, 

Encouraged by this assurance, Labren de- 
tailed every circumstance of the treatment he 
had received from Zarak, and concluded by in- 
treating that he might be provided immediately 
with a boat, in order to pass without farther 
interruption beyond the precincts of Thebes. 
Sabako readily promised *to facilitate his depar- 
ture, for notwithstanding his love of justice, he 
was anxious as much as possible to prevent 
everything like dissension between himself and 
Zarak, whose valour had performed such signal 
services during the war; and he therefore judged 
it best to remove Labren speedily, that circum- 
stances might the sooner return to their former 
state. The necessary directions were accord- 
ingly issued, and when day broke the follower 
of Anysis had passed the most northern suburb 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



OF TYRANNY. 53 

of the city of Aramon. In the meantime Zarak 
had with difficulty controlled his rage by the 
dictates of reason. He had endured the de- 
fiance, and had been circumvented by the arti- 
fice of one whom he despised; and when he next 
encountered his companions in arms, he per- 
ceived himself to be the object of considerable 
merriment It was not long before he discovered 
the cause of this hilarity at his expense, and he 
was stung almost to madness when he heard of 
the disclosure made by Labren. The influence, 
however, of the former was great ; and Sabako, 
satisfied with having protected the weaker party, 
affected to listen with complacency to the de- 
claration of Zarak, who pretended that it was 
solely from the wish of furthering the designs 
of his king, he had endeavoured to extort from 
his captive the important knowledge of which 
he was possessed. The other warriors could not 
but acquiesce in the opinion of their monarch, 
and all things seemed restored to tranquillity, 
whilst Zarak inwardly vowed to pursue with eter- 
nal vengeance the being who had thus repeat- 
edly mocked his efforts, and eclipsed his genius. 
d 3 
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During these transactions, Anysis had es- 
caped to the fens, and if that wild region 
was destitute of the splendour of an imperial 
capital, if waving reeds and expanded sheets 
of water were less attractive than towering obe- 
lisks and the lovely plains of Memphis, the 
former at least promised security, which the 
latter denied; and as the ruler of Egypt looked 
forth from this impregnable fortress of nature, 
whose centinel was the screaming waterfowl, he 
forgot, as he reflected on his present safety, to 
sigh for departed greatness. But though Anysis 
thus yielded for the present to the force of the 
invader, he yet nourished secret hopes of ven- 
geance, which were greatly fomented by the 
priests, who availed themselves of their know- 
ledge of the many subterranean excavations in 
Egypt to keep open a constant line of commu- 
nication between Thebes and the marshes. It 
was represented to the monarch that the city of 
Ammon might be retaken, by introducing some 
troops into the great temple of Karnac through 
a secret ingress, who, by sallying out at mid- 
night, might reasonably be expected to prevail; 
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all which appeared attainable, as Sabako had 
not offered any violation to the sacred edifices. 
This important enterprize was intrusted to the 
courage and sagacity of Mapres, governor of 
Memphis, who was directed to march with an 
army into Upper Egypt, draw the enemy if 
possible out of the Theban capital, and engage 
their attention, without risking a decisive battle ; 
and that in the meantime the last-mentioned 
officer, together with a thousand warriors, should 
be guided by the priests into the temple of Kar- 
nac. Mapres entered with zeal into the project, 
and having collected an army, partly out of the 
warlike inhabitants of the marshes, and partly 
from those who escaped from the former field, 
he left Memphis, having prepared his troops in 
such a manner as might enable them to march 
with the utmost rapidity. The approach of the 
Egyptians could not escape the notice of the 
Ethiopian monarch, who having by this time 
received reinforcements from his own country, 
resolved to march for Memphis, leaving a suffi- 
cient garrison under the command of Zarak for 
the protection of Thebes. The appearance, 
d 4 
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however, of Mapres, changed the design of 
Sabako, and he now appointed, (as his com- 
bined power was considerable,) that one division 
should carry the war to Memphis, whilst another 
should engage the Egyptian army. In order to 
give greater effect to this plan, it was further 
determined that the troops destined to act in 
the north should proceed along the eastern side 
of the Nile, to avoid all interruption from Ma- 
pres, who occupied the opposite bank of the 
river. The last-mentioned detachment of the 
Ethiopians was commanded by one of the bravest 
of their chiefs, and the king, aided by Zarak, 
led forth the other division against the Egyp- 
tians. Mapres, however, adhered too closely 
to the directions he had received, and to the 
dictates of his own proficiency in the science of 
war, to risk a general engagement ; he had for- 
tified a camp in a strong position, and he retired 
within the rampart at the first appearance of 
the enemy. The day was not more than half 
spent when the armies came in sight, and the 
Ethiopians felt the greatest impatience when 
they perceived the battle must be forborne. 
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They were even desirous of assaulting the hos- 
tile camp; but Sabako, who observed the strength 
of the post, judged it best at least to defer the 
attack till the following day, and the more so, 
because the retreat appeared premeditated. 
Zarak had been amongst the most ardent for 
storming the encampment, and his restless spirit 
could ill acquiesce in the cautious resolution of 
his monarch. Unable to remain inactive, he 
separated himself as night approached from his 
companions, and rode off in a north-west direc- 
tion, in order to observe more closely the nature 
of the ground occupied by the enemy. The 
calmness of the hour might have softened a less 
turbid breast into its own tranquillity, but the 
thirst for adventure and the wish to distinguish 
himself above the other warriors, wrought in- 
cessantly on the fiery nature of Zarak, which 
was moreover greatly agitated by the remem- 
brance of Labren. He accordingly pursued 
his course absorbed in the contemplation of 
scenes of ideal strife, forgetful of the object in 
pursuit of which he had left his camp, and reck- 
less what direction he was taking. But the light 
d 5 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



58 THE OVERTHROW 

bark that has been abandoned to the uncertain 
breath of heaven, may sometimes reach an im- 
portant point, no less than the vessel the course 
of which has beep planned by consideration and 
conducted by science, and there are moments 
in our existence in which, overpowered by some 
strong principle, we give ourselves up to the 
stream of events, and lose in apathy the con- 
viction of our freedom, but which are neverthe- 
less the preludes of the most striking circum- 
stances. 

It was thus that Zarak traversed the western 
Thebaid, his mind distracted and eager for ex- 
citement, till he approached the Lybian chain of 
mountains, two hours after nightfall, and having 
penetrated a little way into a defile, he was sur- 
veying the peculiar wildness of the spot, when 
suddenly he saw torches at a distance, and soon 
after two figures appeared. As they came near, 
he perceived them to be in deep conference, and 
he immediately guessed, by their dress 1 , that 



1 The dress of the Egyptian priests was peculiar, as we]) as 
the mode of life of that order; they wore only linen garments, 
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they were priests, who by the earnestness of 
their manner (encountered as they were at such 
an hour and in such a spot) instantly raised his 
curiosity to the highest pitch. A fragment of 
rock secured him from observation, and he list- 
ened with breathless attention to their discourse, 
which, however, from his very slight knowledge 
of their language, was almost entirely unintel- 
ligible. Yet he heard them pronounce with 
vehemence his own name, as well as that of 
Sabako and the Egyptian king, and the in- 
terest he already felt was changed into painful 
anxiety, when one of them stamped on the 
ground, and seemed thus to unclose a subterra- 
neous passage. Both now appeared to listen 
with intense eagerness, moving their torches at 
the same time in every direction, as if desiring 
to pierce as far as possible the obscurity of night, 
when, after some farther conversation, they de- 
scended into the opening. 

Zarak followed the receding light as long as 
it was possible, but they were soon lost in dark- 

nor any sandals, except such as were made of the plant byblus. 
See Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 37. 
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ness, and he quitted, almost involuntarily, the 
station he had hitherto occupied, and approached 
the mouth of the passage, from whence he again 
caught sight of the torches, and could even hear 
the voices of their bearers, though evidently at 
some distance. 

Goaded on by insatiable curiosity he entered 
the excavation, and followed some paces, fearing 
every moment lest the sound of his breath or 
his footstep (which was magnified by the echo 
of that lonely cavern) should betray him to those 
who had entered it before him. 

More than once the beings whom he was pur- 
suing stopped, and seemed, by the agitation and 
emphasis of their voices, to suspect some intru- 
sion, but his surmise was false, or their suspicion 
was dissipated, for they slowly continued their 
course, and the Ethiopian was considering where 
this would end, when the noise of several other 
footsteps was heard on the outside of the pas- 
sage, and the sight of more lights approaching 
the entrance, made him regret the temerity 
which had placed him in so perilous a situation. 

For an instant he thought of rushing to the 
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egress whilst it was yet free, but he feared 
that the glare would discover him, and hesi- 
tated concerning the attempt, till the arrival of 
the strangers rendered it impracticable. He 
now prepared his spear as for his last conflict, 
nor could even the promise of the seer of Meroe 
afford the shadow of hope that he would prevail 
in this extreme danger, for, as if to increase the 
terror of his situation, they who had as yet pre- 
ceded him, appeared to have heard the tread of 
the new comers, as they first stopped, and then 
came directly towards the Ethiopian. At this 
moment, the latter happening to deviate from a 
straight line, accidentally put his foot into a 
fissure, so as to endanger his falling, and, on 
looking down, discovered that the rock on the 
right had been separated, either by chance or 
design, as if for the reception of a mummy. He 
had little' expectation that this niche would 
afford him concealment, but he despaired of life 
if he remained where he was; he therefore 
placed himself in the aperture, within which, 
on trial, he fonnd another recess, and had 
scarcely availed himself of this discovery, when 
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the voices and lights were redoubled, and it was 
evident that a considerable body of Egyptians 
was passing. He shuddered with dread as the 
vast grotto rung with their trampling, and the 
occasional clash of weapons, and expected that 
every warrior, as he successively passed the 
niche, would discover him to the rest, and force 
him to commence a struggle, the issue of which 
could not be doubtful. 

Fear and hope rapidly chased each other 
through his bosom, till the last of the train was 
beyond his retreat, when he began to breathe 
more freely, and as soon as he thought they had 
gained a sufficient distance, he ventured to leave 
the recess, and eagerly sought the entrance of 
the passage. The path was straight and regular, 
and he retraced his steps without difficulty; but 
the facility with which he reached the opening 
was vain, and the anticipation of escape changed 
into the darkest despondency, when, on arriving 
at the egress, he found it closed. 

His situation was now frightful, and in the 
first ebullition of his feeling, he pushed and 
stamped against the smooth rock, till the hollow 

12 
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reverberation reminded him of all the circum- 
stances by which he was surrounded, and he 
started as he remembered that stillness alone 
could preserve him for a single instant It was, 
however, necessary to adopt some resolution, 
and after the various dangers that encompassed 
him had presented themselves to his mind in 
quick and painful succession, it appeared that 
there were only two alternatives left him, namely, 
either to remain in his former place of conceal- 
ment on the chance that some one might again 
unclose the passage, or to pursue those who were 
now passing through it, and if possible escape 
with them at the other end. But he shrank 
with horror at the tremendous hazard to which 
the former plan would expose him, and aban- 
doned the idea of abiding in those dark and un- 
known solitudes, which might remain unvisited 
by any human foot till the extreme throb, and 
the last scream of agony, when the gaunt image 
of famine should convert that lonely retreat into 
a sepulchre. Nor were the terrors that infested 
the latter course scarcely less appalling ; he was 
about to traverse a path, the termination of which 
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was involved in obscurity, and to follow a num- 
ber of armed men, whom he could not but regard 
as hostile, and who, if they should discover, 
would instantly doom to destruction one who had, 
however involuntarily, tracked them through 
a course which they had evidently intended to 
keep secret. But the courage of Zarak was 
active rather than passive, and he preferred 
peril coupled with excitement, and a death in 
arms, to the chance of a lingering destruc- 
tion that steals upon its victim with a slow 
but regular pace, alike resistless to the cowardly 
and the brave. There was, moreover, an unde- 
fined suspicion that the troops whose movements 
were thus secluded from observation, were des- 
tined in some signal manner to annoy his coun- 
trymen, and calling to mind the words of the 
sooth-sayer of Meroe, he resolved to pursue 
those visiters of darkness, and if possible ascer- 
tain, and even ruin their design. Urged by 
these considerations, he again began to traverse 
the passage in the direction of the light, which 
now glimmered as if from a great distance, and 
he therefore hastened forward, apprehensive that 
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some sudden turn might conceal it altogether. 
As he proceeded, the necessity of keeping near 
his unknown guides was clearly manifested ; for 
after some time, the path, which was at first 
straight, occasionally divided into branches, so 
that here and there having lost sight of the 
torches, he would infallibly have missed his way, 
if he had been too far off to catch the sound of 
the footsteps. Yet prudence, on the other hand, 
demanded that he should keep as much as pos- 
sible behind the troop, a measure which he strictly 
observed, till at length the excavation became 
so circuitous as to oblige him to increase his 
speed, and draw so near the objects of his pur- 
suit that if the hindermost of the train had 
averted his head, he could hardly have missed 
seeing the Ethiopian. Fortunately for the lat- 
ter, the Egyptians, who were no other than the 
force selected by Mapres for the attack of 
Thebes, passed through the subterraneous pas- 
sage leading to the temple of Karnac, without 
the slightest suspicion that their motions were 
observed by any one except the priest who had 
led them thither, and they therefore continued 
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their course without intermission, only anxious 
to arrive at the end of the passage. Zarak knew 
not how long he had been travelling in this man- 
ner, when those before him suddenly stopped, 
and were almost immediately again in motion, as 
if they had only waited for the opening of some 
door, and in a short time their tread no longer 
gave the hollow sound of the cavern, which made 
the Ethiopian suspect they had at length reached 
the outlet of the passage. Nor was he mis- 
taken, for on advancing a little farther, he en- 
countered a board, which he cautiously pushed 
aside, and on emerging, found himself in a re- 
cess between two columns, behind one of the 
vast pylones l which form so striking a charac- 
teristic of the wonderful edifice of Karnac. It 
was now that he saw the full extent of the danger 
with which he was surrounded, at the same time 
that he guessed the intention of the Egyptians to 

1 The stupendous works called pylones were small truncated 
pyramids, two of which were often placed, one on each side 
of the ample gateways leading to the temples, and other pub- 
lic enclosures, and specimens of these are still standing among 
the ruins of the great temple of Karnac. See Heeren's Re- 
searches, the account of Thebes and its monuments, vol. II. 
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attack Thebes that very night; for having again 
retreated within the passage, and holding the 
door above alluded to a little open, he perceived 
by the light of several torches, the whole of the 
forces which had been introduced by the priests. 
They stood armed and marshalled in the spa- 
cious and lofty saloon before him ; not a weapon 
clashed, not a word was uttered throughout that 
numerous assembly, whilst one of the priests 
seemed to pronounce a short but emphatic prayer 
to some divinity ; after this they were again in 
motion, and Zarak presently saw one of the huge 
bronze gates * which guarded the entrance of the 
stupendous fabric unfold, whence the Egyptians 
began to issue into the city. 

This was the moment expected by the Ethio- 
pian, who rushing from his hiding-place, and 
striking his spear against his club, exclaimed in 
Egyptian, 

" You are discovered ; Zarak has traced you." 
Then raising his voice to its full pitch, he utr 

1 It is said that the vast gates leading into the great 
temple of Karnac were entirely of bronze. See the authority 
above quoted. 
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tered the tremendous battle-cry, "Sabako the 
invincible !" 
m No language can paint the panic that now 
ensued among the Egyptians ; some abandoned 
their arms, and running instantly down to the 
river, threw themselves in, with the intention of 
swimming to the other side; others fled here 
and there through Thebes, and not more than 
two hundred remained near the person of 
Mapres. That officer formed his small but de- 
termined band into a square without the edifice, 
while Zarak, fearing his stratagem might be dis- 
covered, hastened to escape before the temple 
should be closed. He next flew to alarm the 
garrison, during which time Mapres, seeing no 
enemy, determined to take refuge in the build- 
ing from which he had just sallied. The project 
was perhaps the wisest he could have adopted, 
but he found it impracticable ; for the priests, 
observing the flight of their countrymen, and 
fearing the violation of the sacred precinct, left 
the concealment to which they had at first hur- 
ried, and fastened the gates within immediately 
after the escape of Zarak. The latter Ethio- 
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pian summoned not his countrymen in vain; they 
were instantly in arms, and the governor of 
Memphis was still unresolved as to how he should 
next proceed, when the appearance of the skin- 
clad warriors admonished him of the necessity of 
vigorous resistance, or prompt submission. Be- 
tween these alternatives the brave have never 
hesitated ; and the southern invaders were taught 
in a furious engagement to rejoice that the va- 
lour and conduct of Mapres were supported by 
a force greatly inferior to their own. All the 
Egyptians were at length slain or taken ; and 
Zarak, whose boldness and dexterity had given 
so glorious an event to the most singular and 
perilous of adventures, was received with accla- 
mations by Sabako and the whole camp as the 
preserver of Thebes, and the bravest and most 
fortunate of men. Among the captives, was the 
governor of Memphis; and this circumstance, 
together with the knowledge that their scheme 
for re-taking the city of Ammon had been baf- 
fled, broke the spirit, and dissolved the counsels 
of the Egyptian army, so that, abandoning all 
hope of contending with the enemy in the open 
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field, they determined to retreat while they had 
some strength left, and defend the walls of the 
capital that was sacred to Phtha '• But the vigi- 
lance of Sabako was equal to his valour; he 
penetrated their design, hung incessantly on 
their rear, and the few who at length took refuge 
in Memphis scarcely sufficed thinly to line its 
extensive fortifications. These fugitives of course 
related the calamities they had endured, dilating 
especially on the loss of their incomparable 
leader; and the family of that officer, frantic 
with anxiety on his account, resolved to visit the 
Ethiopian camp, and endeavour, by entreaty 
and magnificent offers, to soften or break the 
fetters of a husband and a father. The bold and 
indefatigable Labren had lately arrived at the 
city of Vulcan, and he deeply sympathized in 
the distress of Amudis. He viewed with horror, 
though he durst not oppose her intention of seek- 
ing the encampment of the enemy, whither he 

1 The city here spoken of was Memphis, which was par- 
ticularly sacred to Vulcan, called in Egyptian Phtha. See this 
original name, and those of some other Egyptian divinities, in 
the appendix to the second volume of Heeren's Researches. 
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ardently desired to accompany her; for the 
memory of Zarak incessantly haunted his breast, 
and the dark scenes of the past, which were con- 
nected with that chief, made Labren involun- 
tarily regard him as the evil genius of his destiny. 
But the imperative call of duty summoned him 
to the n^arshes, to which region he was deputed 
to convey as much treasure and stores as pos- 
sible, since it was universally anticipated that 
Memphis could not long hold out against the 
efforts of Sabako. But though the lovers hesi- 
tated not to obey the summons of patriotism and 
filial affection, they could not but look forward 
with the liveliest grief to the hour of sepa- 
ration, rendered doubly painful by the troubles 
and convulsions of their country. 

It was agreed that they should leave the city at 
the same time, and the moment so much dreaded 
already approached, when Labren sought the 
mansion of Mapres, eager to consecrate the last 
fleeting instant to the bright star that illumi- 
nated his breast, before it sank, at least for a 
time, below his horizon. 

The abode of the governor occupied a rising 
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ground in the south quarter of Memphis; it 
was surrounded by extensive gardens, and ren- 
dered both by art and nature a small citadel. 
Labren found Amudis alone, and walking on a 
high terrace, whence the eye might behold on 
one side the majestic Nile, and on the other, 
that far-stretching and verdant plain, which 
formed the bright theme, and sustained the hopes 
of the initiated '. 

The lovers passed some moments in silence, 
though their eyes poured forth a mysterious and 
rapturous language. Each strove alternately to 

1 Diodorus in his first book draws a very minute parallel 
between the mythology of Orpheus, respecting a future state, 
and the Egyptian rites regarding the dead, and says that the 
idea of the elysian fields was taken from a delicious plain 
in the neighbourhood of Memphis, containing the tombs 
of that capital ; he then alludes to the judgment of the dead, 
at which it was necessary to obtain a favourable sentence, 
before the body of an Egyptian could be ferried over a cer- 
tain lake, called Acherusia, when it might be deposited in one 
of the sepulchres already mentioned, and he thus points out a 
very clear resemblance between this plain of Memphis, and the 
fields of the blessed after death, so much celebrated in Grecian 
poetry, into which none were admitted who could not obtain 
a favourable sentence at the infernal judgment The Sicilian 
goes on to show how every particular of a supposed descent to 
the elysian fields corresponded with these meadows of Memphis. 
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speak, and each confessed by a painful and pro- 
tracted sigh, that the tongue cannot interpret 
the feelings of the soul, which would expand an 
hour into an age, and express in a few short 
words the vastness of unbounded affection. La- 
bren was the first to give utterance to his 
thoughts, and said, (as he gently pressed Amudis 
closely to his side,) "Wherefore do we thus 
suffer the precious hours to escape us? the swol- 
len torrent which has overpowered every obsta- 
cle delays not to rush from the mountain, and 
the stream that labours to escape from the bosom 
of earth, having at length overcome all resist- 
ance, pauses not to spring forth into the region 
of day. It is the river of thought alone which 
at once strives to pour itself into another's breast 
and creates a barrier to its own career. Before 
yonder sun shall set, our last words will have 
been spoken, and we shall both be floating on 
the dark and uncertain tide of the future ; the 
present alone is ours ; we yet walk together on 
the shore of an unknown gulph ; let us then, 
my Amudis, snatch the flowers which grow on 
its brink, even though their colours are saddened 
vol. i. s. s. E 
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by the abyss which they adorn, and though the 
nectar of their blossom may be exchanged for 
tears." 

"Your words, my Labren, are sweet and 
painful. I can, however, explain the question 
of which you speak; and say why it is that the 
current of thought when most violent, strives in 
vain for the outlet of language ; and why when 
we met scarcely a moment since, I could only 
look on^you in silence. Yes, my Labren, this 
heart felt, and panted to express its affection, 
yet it remained mute, because a thousand words 
would not even faintly echo the intenseness of 
its feeling." 

" Lovely Amudis," (he replied,) "how exqui- 
site, how real is the cause you allege ! O that 
the great Hermes, who first formed the three* 
stringed lyre, whose soul first drank the primeval 
music of nature, and who taught mortals the 
triple strain caught from the rolling seasons l — 

1 Amongst the mortals whom the ancient Egyptians had 
deified was Hermes, who greatly benefited his country hy the 
versatility of his talent He is said to have invented the 
three-stringed lyre, making the pitch of each string corres- 
pond to the three great divisions of the seasons, namely, cold, 
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O that he had discovered a fourth chord whose 
sound might respond to the thrill of affection, 
and give a tongue to the wildest and sweetest 
thoughts; then would I play for ever on this 
string to Amudis, and its vibrations sweeping 
through the mazes of the mental labyrinth, should 
declare how deeply Labren loves the daughter 
of Mapres." 

"I need no such token," (she rejoined,) "for 
the sentiments of a soul like your's must be 
apparent in every word and every glance, even 
as the fragrance of flowers reveals those gentle 
children of spring, though hidden in the most 
impervious shades. But tell me, my Labren, 
what is it you promised yesterday to impart to 
me before quitting Memphis ? it seemed to weigh 
heavily upon your spirit ; do not, I intreat you, 
deny me the happiness of sharing the burden, 
since the eye of true affection should pierce even 
the sacred veil that is drawn over the anguish 
of the heart." 

which was represented by the bass string, extreme heat by the 
sharpest, and the temperate by the intermediate one. See 
the first Book of Diodorus. 
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" It is well, beloved Amudis," (said the Ethio- 
pian,) "the day wanes, and a thousand things 
remain unsaid. Know then, there is a serpent 
in the camp of Sabako, whose coil was once 
around me, and whose memory still robs me of 
peace. I speak of Zarak, the fiercest of our 
invaders." 

" Of Zarak," (interrupted Amudis,) " of him 
who stretched the great Phalaros in death ?" 

" I mean the same, and of him I charge you 
to beware, and above all never to give him the 
slightest intimation of the tie by which you are 
bound to me ; I have repeatedly provoked and 
foiled his malice, and should he only suspect 
that there is a link between me and you, he 
would employ all his subtilty to obtain a full 
revenge. I would I could accompany you 
southwards, that I might protect your every 
movement; yet remember my caution, and 
may the immortal powers defend you from 
injury! Sabako is just, and I doubt not Ma- 
pres will soon be restored to your arms; and 
having thus effected your object, let not the 
most pressing invitations of the Ethiopian mo- 
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narch detain you for a moment in his camp. 
Do not forget my words, for they are dictated 
by a dread which makes my heart sink ; fly in- 
stantly from the vicinity of Zarak, and seek as 
soon as possible the refuge of the marshes. I 
shall speedily be able to revisit Memphis, but 
you may perhaps reach the fens before that 
period. Once more I counsel you, — be watchful 
during your stay, and swift in your flight from 
the encampment of the invaders, — happiness and 
misery hang on this injunction." 

"Your speech alarms me," (replied Amudis,) 
"and I will adhere closely to your directions ; 
let me, however, hope your fears have exagge- 
rated the danger." 

" Alas!" (said Labren,) " I have not even de- 
picted the peril in colours sufficiently dark. Do 
not, my Amudis, if you love me, confide in any 
one whom you will meet. Promise me this." 

" Most willingly, with the exception of my 
father. But why are you thus agitated ? can 
you for a moment doubt my constancy ?" 

" Think not that I could so far outrage the 
daughter of Mapres; but you know not the 
£ 3 
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malignity of Zarak, whose image shakes my 
inmost bosom ; you know not, you cannot know." 

Here his voice became inaudible, and his 
breast seemed labouring with some ghastly ter- 
ror. 

" What tremendous secret is this, wherefore 
are you pale, and why do your eyes stare thus 
wildly ? You are ill," (she continued, pressing 
his hand to her heart,) " I meant not to slight 
your counsel. Speak, I conjure you, if but one 
word of consolation or despair." 

" Forgive me, my gentle, my lovely Amudis. 
I was indeed tormented by the uncertainty of 
the future ; but we will talk no more of this, nor 
sadden the present hour by the contemplation 
of imaginary woe." 

With these words Labren by a sudden effort 
recovered himself, and strove to infuse serenity 
into his discourse. It was the recollection of 
his unhappy dream whilst languishing beneath 
the tyranny of Zarak, which (now that he stood 
on the brink of separation from her who was 
the centre of every thought) had convulsed his 
spirit and chased the colour from his face. But 
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the soft accents of Amudis recalled him to tran- 
quillity, as a gentle breeze smooths the turbid 
ocean; and as the eyes of the lovers wan- 
dered together over the lotus-bearing plain that 
stretched away in the vicinity of Memphis, the 
darker clouds were banished from the minds 
of each, and whilst their lips whispered sweet 
assurances of affection, their hearts yielded to 
the magic of that moment, till the calmness that 
was at first affected, became real. But the 
career of time is alike regardless of smiles and 
tears, and the declining sun warned Labren and 
the daughter of Mapres that the welfare of a 
monarch and a father demanded their imme- 
diate separation. They accordingly sought the 
river, together with the consort of Mapres, and 
as they strained each other in a last embrace, 
whilst the lengthened sigh breathed a farewell, 
not of the tongue but of the heart, the Ethio- 
pian said, in a deeply emphatic tone, 

" Be comforted, my Amudis, and remember 
that distance can but half divide us, since the 
union of thought is ours." 

And having received in a thrilling pressure 
e 4 



Digitized by V3OOQIC 



80 THE OVERTHROW 

of his hand her acquiescence in this sentiment, 
they committed themselves to their respective 
barks, and quitted Memphis in opposite direc- 
tions. Their eyes were mutually reverted as 
long as they could hold communication; and 
even when the last dark shadow had melted into 
distance, and when not a single agitation in the 
stream revealed the course of either, they still 
gazed on the vacant space, as if a bright form 
visible to themselves alone stood between earth 
and sky ; or as if the object of their fond soli- 
citude lay entombed beneath the wave. The 
sun set and rose, and on the second day of their 
voyage the wife and daughter of Mapres ap- 
proached the camp of Sabako, who had advanced 
thus far on his march northwards, and had now 
only paused to take possession of a city which 
had surrendered to him. Their fears for the 
governor of Memphis, though natural, were un- 
founded, for since his capture he had been in- 
variably treated by the Ethiopian monarch with 
the greatest urbanity, though the latter deemed 
it most prudent to detain for the present one 
whose conduct and valour might so animate and 
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direct the counsels of Egypt, as to offer great 
opposition to the arms of the south. It was soon 
rumoured that an embassy was come from the 
city of Vulcan to negotiate a ransom with the 
governor; and as soon as the prince of Meroe 
learnt the quality of his visitors, he dispatched 
some of his guards, who escorted them to the 
town where the Ethiopians were encamped. Sa- 
bako received them with the utmost courtesy, 
and anticipated all entreaty, by assuring them 
that it was his intention, on arriving at Mem- 
phis, to set all his prisoners at liberty without 
ransom, and that as to M apres he had ever con- 
sidered him rather as a guest than a captive, and 
that he must always congratulate himself on the 
chance which had thrown him in the way of so 
gifted a person. He concluded by inviting Amu- 
dis and her mother to remain with him a few days, 
at the expiration of which he intended to con- 
tinue his route northward, in which direction he 
proposed that they should travel together, gently 
insinuating their society would be a great relief 
to Mapres, from whom he said he could not 
think of parting so soon. The Egyptians easily 
£ 5 
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perceived, notwithstanding the suavity displayed 
by Sabako, that it was not his intention to dis- 
miss his important captive till it should no longer 
be in the power of the latter to oppose his arms 
in Lower Egypt, and they therefore readily ac- 
cepted the invitation they had received, rejoic- 
ing in the opportunity it afforded them of free 
access to the person of Mapres. The sugges- 
tions of wisdom and the resolutions of prudence* 
are often counteracted or controlled by events; 
and Amudis, though she called to mind, was 
unable to follow the advice of Labren, it being 
now nearly impossible immediately to leave the 
Ethiopian camp. She therefore determined to 
act with the utmost circumspection, avoid as 
much as might be the company of the chiefs 
and even of their prince, and thus parry, if she 
could not at once fly from the danger so forcibly 
depicted by her lover. The invaders soon con- 
tinued their march, though it was somewhat 
retarded by the necessity they were under of 
surveying at intervals the country that lay to 
the west, in which quarter their experienced 
leader suspected the chance of an ambuscade. 
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In four days, however, they reached Memphis ; 
and it was hoped by Sabako that the absence 
of the governor, and the celerity of his own 
motions, would prevent any plan for the vigor- 
ous defence of that capital from being concerted. 
In this idea he was mistaken ; the city of Vul- 
can was strong both by art and nature, and the 
few warriors who had escaped thither, succeeded 
in arousing its inhabitants to sustain a siege. It 
was in vain the Ethiopians endeavoured to sur- 
round the place, since the Nile, which it was 
necessary to arm, as well as the land, was com- 
manded by its ramparts, and swept by the shot 
of its engines. Heliopolis on the opposite bank 
of the river, was ready to aid its operations and 
supply it with provision ; and these two cities 
became thus the props of Egypt's tottering for- 
tunes, and checked for a time the southern con- 
queror. Had Sabako adhered to his first plan 
of attack, he might long have wasted his army 
by a fruitless siege ; and the king of Egypt, en- 
couraged by the resolution of his subjects, might 
even have rushed forth from his concealment at 
the head of the warriors of the fens, and perhaps 
e6 
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have drenched the laurels of the victor in the 
blood of his followers. But when the ruler of 
Meroe, despairing of famishing the place, re- 
solved to try the issue of a conflict, and when 
scorning the ramparts by which he was opposed, 
he led his troops to an assault, the fall of Mem- 
phis became inevitable ; nor could a handful of 
soldiers, and an undisciplined crowd, sustain the 
shock of a numerous host of veterans whose 
valour had been tried by danger, and their con- 
fidence confirmed by victory. Yet in this final 
struggle, the Egyptians did not forget the obli- 
gations of patriotism, nor shrink from impend- 
ing danger; but the war-shout was raised by 
the foe, the tempest of the Ethiopian arrows 
swept the defenders from the walls, and the 
last hope of Mizraim was crushed by the sub- 
jugation of Memphis. 

Heliopolis hastened to surrender, nor ventured 
to cope with an enemy who had prevailed over 
the cities of Ammon and Vulcan; and Sabako 
beheld himself the master of the greatest part of 
the valley of the Nile. In the meantime, Ma- 
pres had viewed, without being able to arrest* 
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the calamities of his country; nor was it long 
before he had other causes of solicitude. 

Notwithstanding all the caution of Amudis, 
she had found it impossible entirely to seclude 
herself from the Ethiopian chieftains. Sabako 
had always shown a predilection for the so- 
ciety of her father, who was acquainted with 
his language; and the fear of incensing one into 
whose power he had been thrown, would of itself 
have deterred Mapres from avoiding too strictly 
all intercourse with the Ethiopians. His family, 
therefore, could not remain wholly invisible, and 
the impetuous passions of Zarak had been in- 
stantly kindled by the beauty of Amudis. The 
recollection that he had been so instrumental 
in subduing her country, might have led the 
invader to abandon the thought of gaining his 
desired object; but the haughty mind of Zarak 
acknowledged no law but his own will — he re- 
garded Amudis as little less than a captive, who 
was honoured by his preference, and the first 
wish he experienced of acquiring an ascendancy 
in her affections, was accompanied by the most 
confident anticipation of immediate success. He 
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therefore eagerly embraced every opportunity 
of throwing himself in her way, and exerted all 
the knowledge he possessed of the Egyptian 
idiom in endeavouring to win her attention. 
But he was astonished at the coldness with 
which his advances were received, and regretted 
that one so beautiful was likewise so retiring. 
Yet he still considered his final success as cer- 
tain, for he was ignorant that Amudis devoted 
her every thought to another; nor, if he had 
been aware of this fact, would he have intermit- 
ted the pursuit of his object, to which he would 
then have been impelled by another, and per- 
haps stronger principle, than that which already 
operated on his mind. 

A variety of causes was destined to call this 
principle into action, and to arouse into full play 
the terrible elements of tyranny and malice, be- 
neath whose deadly influence were nursed the 
seeds of calamity and crime. Zarak pushed his 
suit, reckless of every discouragement on the 
part of Amudis, who, when she marked the 
haughtiness of his manner, which seemed rather 
to demand than sue for her regard, acknow- 
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ledged the prudence of Labren, which had 
warned her to beware of the proud follower of 
Sabako. She now redoubled her circumspec- 
tion, and became if possible more inaccessible 
than before, a behaviour which incensed the 
pride and inflamed the ardour of the Ethiopian, 
and hastened the catastrophe it was intended to 
avert. 

Memphis had been attacked and taken, and 
Zarak, fearing that Mapres, if set at liberty, , 
would instantly seek the marshes together with 
his daughter, resolved to employ every means of 
delaying his freedom, with the expectation that 
Amudis would never quit the vicinity of the 
Ethiopian court so long as her father was in cap- 
tivity. He accordingly represented to Sabako, 
that it would be the height of folly to permit so 
distinguished a person as Mapres to escape from 
his hands, when the northern part of Egypt was 
but newly reduced, and the marshes still uncon- 
quered. 

" Consider, great prince," (he said) " the 
step you propose to take, lest you may hereafter 
have cause to repent of your liberality towards 
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an enemy. I know you boast of your lenity to 
the conquered, and that the noble heart of the 
lion beats within your breast, as its skin deco- 
rates your form. Yet, if the prosperity of mor- 
tals is liable to reverse, if the embers of war 
whilst yet unquenched may burst into a flame, 
if the efforts of despair have sometimes over- 
thrown the security of confidence, and if the 
conquered have ever torn the wreath from the 
victor to encircle with it their own heads, then 
ought we to pause, nor by too hastily setting 
Mapres at large, confer on the Egyptians a 
leader whose valour and conduct may again 
awaken their resistance. But why do I speak 
of awakening what has never slept? Is not the 
standard of Anysis still unfurled amid the fens? 
and are not the most warlike of Egypt's tribes 
ranged beneath its shadow? Hope still animates 
the breast of our foes, the presence of a king 
invigorates their councils, and the clamorous 
bird, the wild denizen of the morass, is dazzled 
and scared by the clash of arms. Sabako, be 
not deceived, nor let the noble gentleness of 
your nature deprive you of the meed of valour- 
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Mapres has, indeed, been conquered, nor if he 
were now at liberty would he be able, for the pre- 
sent, to dispute us in the field, but the resources 
of talent like his are infinite, nor can the darkest 
adversity long repress the efforts of surpassing 
genius. Was it not he who undertook the enter- 
prize against Thebes, which, had it taken effect, 
might have rendered abortive the toils and 
bloodshed of the first battle, and closed against 
us, by superior artifice, the gates which our va- 
lour had opened? What is it that has enabled 
you to invade with success a potent realm, and 
become master of three of the most ancient 
capitals 1 of earth? The arrow of the archer 
may be sharp, and the recoil of his bow impe- 
tuous, yet the enemy may deride his weapons, 
if they are not wielded by a skilful hand. Your 
warriors are numerous and brave, yet, believe me, 
mighty monarch, it is the sagacity of their leader 
which has rendered them invincible; nor are the 

1 The three principal seats of Egyptian power and learning 
were Thebes, Heliopolis, and Memphis, which were respec- 
tively sacred to Jupiter Ammon, the Sun, called in Egyptian 
Phre, and Vulcan, called in Egyptian Phtha. See the appen- 
dix to the second volume of Heeren's Researches. 
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victories of Sabako less the fruit of his prudence 
than his courage. Let not, then, my prince 
abandon caution so far, as immediately to dis- 
miss Mapres from his court; let that Egyptian 
at least be detained, until time and the regula- 
tions of policy shall have confirmed your power, 
or until we shall adopt some decisive plan for 
the subjugation of the marshes. Do not slight 
my counsels, for the voice of departed ages bears 
testimony to the truth of my arguments. Why 
should we conquer in vain? and why should the 
footsteps of our retreating squadrons be tracked 
by the scorn of Egypt?" 

Sabako listened to the suggestions of his fol- 
lower, which were poured forth with an earnest- 
ness that to him appeared prophetic; and a sus- 
picion of Mapres at length arising in his mind, 
he resolved to detain the latter in captivity. Yet 
dissimulation was foreign to his nature, and he 
therefore frankly confessed to the Egyptian that 
he had been advised to make him a guest at his 
court for some time longer, till the aspect of 
affairs became more settled. 

Mapres ventured to remonstrate against this 
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resolution, but Sabako, though courteous, was 
firm; and when he set apart a large division of 
the palace solely for the accommodation of the 
prisoner and his family, he also issued orders 
that his motions should be watched and his 
escape prevented. 

Zarak rejoiced that he had been so far success- 
ful, and that Amudis, by remaining near the person 
of her father, verified his anticipations, and gave 
him time for carrying on his suit Yet he re- 
flected that his king was generous, and therefore 
the more open to the influence of Mapres and 
his family, who would probably use every exer- 
tion to make him change his views; and the 
Ethiopian accordingly judged it best to be more 
decided in his measures, and at once discover his 
passion, whilst the object of it was still within 
reach. But this determination was more easily 
formed than executed, as the person with whom 
it was concerned was now almost wholly invisi- 
ble, and he might long have vainly sought the 
desired interview, had not an artifice presented 
itself to his mind. 

It was intimated to Amudis by his contri- 
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vance, that a messenger was just arrived from 
the marshes, who requested an immediate con- 
ference with her, having dared every danger in 
the discharge of his office. If Zarak had known 
every circumstance connected with the daughter 
of Mapres, he could not have devised a more 
happy expedient The young Egyptian thought 
instantly of Labren; and imagining that the 
messenger might be one of his emissaries, or 
even himself in disguise, she hesitated not to 
obey the summons, whilst she trembled at the 
danger to which her lover might be exposed. 

Having rapidly traversed a part of the palace, 
she was at length introduced into a small apart- 
ment, where she was told the messenger would 
immediately attend her. She remained a few 
minutes alone, when the door opened, and her 
senses were almost frozen with dread as Zarak 
stood before her. 

In silence, and with averted eyes, she instinc- 
tively approached the door, which the Ethiopian 
closed and fastened, at the same time extending 
his hand towards her. 

If despair often benumbs, it sometimes invi- 
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gorates the resolution; and there are moments 
when the most timid have been enabled to grap- 
ple with tyranny. Amudis retreated from his 
touch as from contamination, and whilst anger 
burnt on her cheek, and gave an expression of 
majesty to her whole countenance, she ex- 
claimed, 

"What means this treachery? where is the 
messenger I came hither to meet? Suffer me 
to depart instantly, or I will lay my complaint 
before thy monarch." 

" It is to yourself you should complain, bright 
Egyptian, since it is through the fascination you 
have long exercised over me, that I lose my 
freedom, and am irresistibly drawn to one, who, 
like the stars above us, is at once beauteous and 
inaccessible, and fires the heart from a distance, 
only to mock the pursuit of those whom she 
enslaves." 

" Thy actions, chief, falsify thy words, since 
true affection abhors the deceit to which thou 
hast had recourse: but I have already stayed 
too long, and again demand my freedom." 

" Shall one who has bound another in indis- 
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soluble fetters, call upon him for liberty ? dis- 
solve then, lovely Amudis, the chain which you 
have thrown around me ; but if that is impossible, 
if like the diamond you cannot cease to shine, 
do not forbid me to yield to an overpowering 
impulse; forgive the step of which your own 
beauty was the cause, and before I relinquish 
this hand " 

" Away," (interrupted Amudis,) " I will hear 
no more!" (extricating, as she spoke, her hand, 
which he had suddenly seized:) " Thy impor- 
tunities are vain, once more I remonstrate against 
this violence." 

" Obdurate ! can you thus reject my suppli- 
cations, and receive with aversion the avowal of 
affection like mine ? "Can devotion be displeas- 
ing to the gods ? or is Amudis like the incen- 
sate crystal of the rock, at once beautiful and 
cold ? But no," (he continued, again approach- 
ing her,) " that changing colour tells me I wrong 
the daughter of Mapres, that form cannot con- 
tain the heart of a tyrant, and those lips are a 
blossom that can breathe only nectar." 

" Canst thou, who art a warrior, thus tyrannize 
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over the unfortunate?" (replied Amudis:) "I 
have never sought thy notice ; but if thy breast 
indeed glowed with a generous passion, thou 
wouldst not detain me here by force; thou 
couldst not torture me to tears. Again I sup- 
plicate thee for freedom." 

The last words were choked by a convulsive 
sob, for her spirit could scarcely sustain longer 
the struggle in which it was engaged. 

" Say not the declaration of love is tyranny," 
(rejoined Zarak,) "nor blame the gentle stra- 
tagem that was dictated by the most ardent 
affection. The sadness of grief should never 
violate that voice which is sweeter than the 
rustling murmur that betrays the light footstep 
of the summer breeze among the mazes of my 
native forests; nor should the fountain of sor- 
row dim those eyes which are brighter than the 
glance of the swift gazelle. Believe me, I 
cannot cease to love you, since a colder breast 
than that of Zarak must be inflamed by such 
matchless grace. Do I not read in your coun- 
tenance a sympathy in my sentiments? and do 
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I not feel, as I thus press the daughter of Mapres 
to my heart " 

"Off, traitor !" (exclaimed Amudis,) "thy 
very shadow is odious, and thy touch like that 
of the aspic. I have implored in vain, I now 
command thee to release me ; and I swear by 
Osiris, the great divinity of Egypt, thatshouldst 
thou detain me longer, I will utter a cry for 
vengeance that would be heard, though we were 
in the deepest cavern of earth. I hear footsteps," 
(she continued,) " unclose that door." 

The Ethiopian also perceived the tread of 
some one, though not apparently approaching 
the apartment; and fearing the discovery threat- 
ened by Amudis, and awed at the impetuosity 
of her last words, as well as the look of deter- 
mination with which they were accompanied, he 
unfastened the egress, and Amudis, rushing from 
the chamber, fled with all the rapidity of terror 
to the part of the palace occupied by her own 
family. Zarak no sooner beheld her escape 
than he repented of his facility ; he would wil- 
lingly have placed her again within the apart- 
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ment, yet ventured not to pursue her. But the 
vehemence of his passion was augmented by the 
last scene ; the current of his blood seemed on 
fire, and as he listened to her fast-retiring foot- 
steps, he revolved projects of the darkest atro- 
city. The daughter of Mapres had strained her 
powers to the utmost in extricating herself from 
Zarak, and on reaching a place of safety, a faint- 
ing fit announced the re-action of nature. When 
sufficiently recovered, she related to her parents 
the adventure in which she had been involved, 
and it was agreed by all that Sabako should be 
urged to set Mapres at liberty, in order that 
they might at once fly to the marshes ; and it 
was farther judged expedient not to incur the 
enmity of Zarak by making any complaint, how- 
ever just, against that powerful chief. The 
next scheme that presented itself to the latter, 
was to endeavour to engage in his interest the 
monarch of Meroe ; and he accordingly took an 
opportunity of discovering to him the desire he 
felt of connecting himself with the daughter of 
Mapres. 

"With Amudis?" (asked Sabako,) "know 
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you not then she is already promised to another ? 
or do you imagine that Zarak must distance 
every rival ?" 

A mixed expression of rage and astonishment 
darkened the countenance of the chief, as he 
replied, — 

" Who is it, great prince, that is thus opposed 
tome?" 

"One" (answered Sabako) "with whom you 
are already acquainted, though your friendship 
for him is, to say the least, very limited, since 
he is no other than Labren." 

The recollection of past scenes, which had been 
of late somewhat obscured by the image of 
Amudis, now awoke with all its force in the 
mind of the Ethiopian, who, whilst the cravings 
of hatred and revenge appeared on his features, 
made some general remarks indicative of surprise, 
and soon after left the prince. As he departed, 
Sabako said to himself, " It is well for Labren 
that our Ethiopian bows, destructive as they are, 
cannot impel an arrow to the marshes ; and it 
would be still better if Amudis were at his side, 
for the clouds that gather on the brow of Zarak 
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are not wont to disperse without a storm. He is 
indeed something too violent, but he is also the 
mightiest of warriors ; he rushes to danger as 
to sport, and fights as if he were immortal. Yet 
I would fain see the daughter of Mapres out of 
his reach, for there are disorders which it is 
more easy to prevent than cure, and I am there- 
fore resolved to dismiss the Egyptian captive, 
and enable him, if he pleases, to retire north* 
ward with his family." 

This determination had not long been em- 
braced by the Ethiopian ruler, when Mapres 
petitioned for a conference, and having easily 
obtained it, urged Sabako not to protract his 
confinement any further, reminding the latter 
of the hopes he had permitted him to entertain 
of regaining liberty as soon as they should arrive 
at the city of Vulcan. The monarch listened 
with complacency to these solicitations, which 
accorded so well with his own wishes, and im- 
mediately complied with the request, apologis- 
ing at the same time for the necessity he had 
been under of detaining him thus long, and con- 
cluded in the following manner : 
f 2 



Digitized by V3OOQIC 




100 THE OVERTHROW 

" I permit you to depart freely, and will pro- 
vide you the means of travelling by water. Do 
not defer your voyage; for should your king 
make any irruption from the fens, or attempt 
any other hostile operation, the suspicion of my 
chiefs would infallibly be alarmed, and the term 
of your captivity lengthened. Besides, you 
cannot be too rapid in escaping to a place of 
safety, and I once more warn you — delay will 
be dangerous." 

The manner in which these last words were pro- 
nounced was very emphatic, and Mapres, eager 
to avail himself of the permission thus granted 
him to quit Memphis, requested that he might be 
allowed (as it was yet early) to leave the city 
that very day, a proposal to which Sabako read- 
ily assented. The Egyptian hastened to rejoice 
his family with the hope of speedily joining 
Anysis at the fens, and the Ethiopian monarch 
was no less prompt in issuing the neeessary orders 
for expediting the immediate departure of Ma- 
pres. The arrangements of the latter were soon 
completed — a vessel manned with Egyptians 
floated on the Nile — Amudis and her parents 
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left the palace of Sabako, and the obelisks and 
temples of the capital of Vulcan quickly van- 
ished from their view. The remembrance of 
past calamity casts an additional lustre over 
the expectation of happiness, and the family of 
Mapres, as they were rapidly wafted from the 
precincts of tyranny, felt delight in recounting 
the suspicions and perplexities with which each 
had been respectively agitated, during their stay 
at the court of Sabako. Yet the conceptions of 
youth and age are as different as the produc- 
tions of dissimilar climates ; and the hope which 
shone forth bright and untarnished in the breast 
of Amudis, was clouded in that of her parents by 
the reflection that a wide interval still separated 
them from the marshes, and that there is no 
middle region between security and danger. The 
eyes of the former anticipated their swiftly glid- 
% ing bark, and she already heard in fancy the 
sigh of the gale amid the reeds of the northern 
morass ; whilst the latter confessed, by a fre- 
quently reverted glance, that they were only 
estimating with painful anxiety their distance 
from Memphis. They pursued their course 
f3 
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without interruption, and already rejoiced that 
night would soon spread over them its friendly 
shade, when loud cries for assistance were heard 
from the land, and on looking in the direction of 
the voice, they perceived a man on the ground, 
struggling against the attack of some one who 
seemed about to stab him with a dagger* To suc- 
cour the victims of crime and violence, the brave 
and virtuous have never hesitated, and in Egypt 
this species of humanity 1 was enforced by the 
powerful authority of the legislator. They accord- 
ingly hastened to the western shore, the scene of 
the supposed outrage, but had no sooner touched 
the bank than several Ethiopians rushed upon 
them, some of whom seized Mapres and his 
family, and hurried them from the vessel. But 
the Egyptians could not behold this atrocity 
without opposition, and leaping on land, flew 
to the rescue of Amudis and her parents. The 
efforts of despair are sometimes successful, and 



1 Every Egyptian was obliged by law to endeavour by per- 
sonal interference to prevent any act of injustice, and if tbis 
was impossible, be was forced to lay an information of tbe out- 
rage before the proper authorities. See Diodorus, book I« 
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Mapres and his party having wrested their 
weapons from some of the assailants, maintained 
a furious conflict, slew several of their opponents, 
and entertained hope of final superiority ; when 
an arrow from an invisible hand stretched one of 
their number on the earth. They were filled 
with grief and astonishment at this sight, and 
every idea of success was chased from their minds 
when four shafts from the same unseen but de- 
structive arm bereft them of as many of their 
bravest associates. A fifth arrow numbered the 
consort of Mapres with the dead; and the Ethio- 
pians, overpowering all resistance, seized Amu- 
dis, who had fallen on the body of her expiring 
parent The distracted Mapres, who was still 
at liberty, hastened to certain destruction in de- 
fence of his daughter, when, happening to 
cast his eyes towards a small copse in the vi- 
cinity, he discovered a figure concealed in a 
woody recess, and instantly recognized Zarak, 
the destroyer of his happiness. There was a 
smile of triumph on the features of the Ethio- 
pian, as he contemplated the scene of havoc 
prepared by his malice ; the bow-string already 
f 4 
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touched his breast, and he only paused to take 
aim at the last-named Egyptian, ere he dismissed 
an arrow on its career of death. But the heart 
of Mapres was transfixed with anguish far deeper 
than the cruel archer could inflict, and the pointed 
stone 1 that drank his life was rather a relief than 
an aggravation of his pain. 

The faculties of Amudis had been numbed 
by the accumulation of distress by which she 
had been overwhelmed, but the aspect of Zarak 
fearfully restored her to recollection; and when 
he approached, she called twice upon her lover's 
name, in accents that seemed as if they might 
penetrate to the farthest region of earth and sky. 
They were answered by a voice so distant, or so 
faint, as to be scarcely audible, but the ear of 
guilt and distress is alike quick, and the Ethio- 
pian changed colour, whilst Amudis exclaimed, 

" He hears me! he comes! Tyrant, thou 
mayest yet tremble." 

1 The arrows of the Ethiopians were pointed not with steel, 
but a hard stone capable of being sharpened. See the Polym- 
nia of Herodotus, chapter 69. The above author says, that it 
was the same stone which was used for engraving seals. 
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" Away with her" (cried Zarak) " to yonder 
copse; that sound was but the echo." 

His followers obeyed, and she was rapidly 
transported to the wood, whilst all farther cries 
were prevented. 

By this time the dash of oars was heard, and 
shortly after Labren, who was returning from 
the marshes to Memphis, landed on that shore 
of the Nile which had been the theatre of the 
late transactions. He had distinguished at a 
great distance the tones of Amudis, and had 
strained every nerve to arrive with sufficient 
speed to share or alleviate the woe of which they 
spoke; and when, on landing near the vessel the 
Egyptians had occupied, he beheld the terrible 
tokens of mortal conflict with which the ground 
was everywhere covered, the remembrance of 
his vision of terror passed through his bosom 
like a stream of ice, and quenched the last ray 
of expiring hope. In agonizing suspense he 
listened for footsteps, or any other sign of life; 
and, after his imagination had successively given 
a tongue to every waving leaf, he suddenly 
heard a confused noise within the copse above 
f5 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



106 THE OVERTHROW 

described, and hastening forwards in that direc- 
tion, he plunged into the thickest of the wood. 

The sun had now set, and as he forced his 
path through entangled brakes, he vainly endea- 
voured to discover a human form amid those 
gloomy shades, though his ear still caught the 
sounds which had attracted him thither. At 
length he distinctly perceived he was following 
some being who appeared like himself rapidly 
traversing the same copse; yet, though he re- 
doubled his exertions, he scarcely approached 
at all nearer the person before him, so swift 
were the movements of the latter. Both pre- 
sently emerged on the plain beyond the wood, 
within a short interval of each other, when La- 
bren beheld the object of his pursuit fall, and 
on advancing still nearer, he recognized and 
clasped his Amudis in his arms. The daughter 
of Mapres looked at him in silence, and there 
was a wild expression upon her lovely features, 
as if the beam of intellect that once illuminated 
them were about to fade, till Labren, unable 
longer to sustain her terrible glance of apathy, 
said, 
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" Beloved Amudis, do you not know me? I 
am your own, your devoted Labren, whom the 
gods have sent hither from the marshes to pro- 
tect you this night from violence*" 

" Thou Labren !" (answered Amudis) " No, 
no, it is impossible ! Had Labren been here, 
my parents had not been stretched in blood on 
the banks of yonder stream." 

"Thy parents stretched in blood!" replied 
her lover, (whilst his reeling senses scarcely ap* 
prehended the words he repeated.) 

"Yes," (she rejoined) "all, all are dead! but 
thou art gentle, and thy voice is that of pity* 
Oo, then, to the fens, and having found my 
Labren, tell him his Amudis is alone now; but 
that she will wait for him here, and will banish 
the sadness of the intervening hours by entwin- 
ing for him a wreath of fragrant plants. Tell 
him, moreover, that if he should not be able im- 
mediately to arrive, his garland will still be 
fresh, since Amudis will sprinkle it with her 
tears. Bid him, however, not delay his coming, 
since it will be sad for the daughter of the great 
governor of Memphis to wander up and down 
f6 
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this lonely plain, and keep off the vultures from 
the bodies of her parents." 

These words were uttered in accents the most 
deeply touching, and Labren trembled lest her 
mind had sustained an irremediable shock. He 
pressed his lips to hers with gentleness and 
ardour, and at the same time whispered, 

" Believe me, dearest Amudis, I am indeed 
your Labren. Was it not I who once uttered 
these words — € Distance will but half divide us, 
since the union of thought is ours.' Was it not 
to Labren you gave this lotus, plucked from the 
plain that surrounds the sacred lake 1 ? The 
flower, indeed, is withered, but the moment in 
which I received it lives in eternal memory. 
But let us fly, there is danger in this place. I 
will conduct you by a path well known to me to 
the river, where my boat awaits us; once there 
we are in safety." 

At these words the light of recollection began 
to dawn in the breast of Amudis, dissipating 
the mist which extreme terror had created, 

1 The lake Acherusia near Memphis is here meant See a 
former note. 
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a flow of tears relieved her spirit, she gently 
returned the pressure of his hand; and as they 
walked towards the Nile, briefly narrated the 
frightful adventures that had just befallen 
her, with which the reader is acquainted, ex- 
cept that after being carried into the wood, 
the Ethiopians were attacked by a company 
of robbers, who being superior in numbers, 
engaged them in a desperate contest, of which 
circumstance she availed herself to escape, effect- 
ing her purpose the more easily, as Zarak was 
hard pressed in the battle. 

They were now not far from the stream, and 
Labren's heart beat high with hope and fear, for 
a thousand chances might yet cut off their re- 
treat Perhaps his boat had been discovered and 
removed, perhaps the Ethiopians occupied the 
bank of the river, whose weapons might yet dis- 
pute their path. Agitated by the consideration 
of these accidents, Labren intreated Amudis not 
unnecessarily to excite her mind by the repe- 
tition of past calamities. 

" When the marshes of the Delta shall at 
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length shelter us," (he said) " we will recount, 
in safety, the dangers we have endured; but at 
present we have need of the utmost firmness, 
since the ground we tread teems with enemies* 
Promise me, then, that whatever shall occur, 
you will consult your own safety alone; promise 
that if I should be compelled to fight, you will 
not hesitate to escape to my vessel, when my 
attendants, who cannot swerve from duty, will 
snatch you far from peril. Do not tremble for 
me, even though Zarak, the southern destroyer, 
should oppose me. Fly from the shore, as from 
the region of destruction; and let no considera- 
tion induce you for a moment to slacken your 
speed, since the thought that you are in secu- 
rity, will nerve my arm with preternatural 
strength. But let us tread lightly and in silence, 
for see yonder flows the Nile. I conjure you 
to remember my injunctions," 

Amudis answered only by pressing his hand, 
and they proceeded with rapid and noiseless 
step. It was, indeed, an awful crisis, everything 
around them was enveloped in profound tran- 
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quillity, the boat of Labren was already disco- 
vered in the moonlight, and they were only dis- 
tant a few paces from the water 

On arriving, however, at the brink of the 
Nile, they found that the boat had retired a lit- 
tle from the land, but, on a signal from Labren, 
it began to approach, and one of the Egyptians 
who manned it, informed his patron, by signs, 
that robbers had passed that way, which circum- 
stance induced them to go farther into the 
stream. At this moment Labren happened to 
bend towards the vessel, through anxiety for 
its arrival, when an arrow whizzing over his head, 
taught him that he had thus avoided instant 
death. 

" It is Zarak !" (he exclaimed) " Amudis, be 
firm. Egyptians, save the daughter of Mapres." 

With these words the wily Ethiopian bent 
again, and the fall of a second arrow in the water 
bore witness to his dexterity. The toat was now 
sufficiently near to enable one of the attendants 
to get into the water, who conveyed the irreso- 
lute Amudis into the vessel, whither Labren 
might easily have followed her, had he not feared 
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that such a step would involve the certain de- 
struction of his hopes ; for the unerring shafts of 
Zarak, now within less than half bowshot, must 
have been fatal to all at whom they might be 
aimed; whereas Labren, by remaining on the 
shore, was able to cover the retreat of his party. 
Rushing with a sudden spring on the match- 
less archer, he grasped the bow, just as another 
arrow was ready for flight, and thus, by chang- 
ing the direction of the missile, saved one of his 
followers (who was rowing the boat) from imme- 
diate destruction. Zarak was now obliged to 
defend himself with his spear, whilst his anta- 
gonist, anxious to deprive him of the wea- 
pon which rendered him so terrible, availed 
himself of another opportunity to seize the bow, 
which he wrested from his hand and whirled to a 
considerable distance. At the same time he re- 
joiced to perceive that the bark which contained 
all that was dear to him, was far from the shore, 
and already scarcely visible, and determined, 
whatever might be the issue of the conflict, to 
protract it as long as possible, in order to pro- 
vide the better for the escape of Amudis. He 
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therefore snatched a spear belonging to one of 
the Ethiopians who had fallen in the skirmish 
with the party of Mapres, and boldly confronted 
the fierce follower of Sabako, who marked with 
rage the flight of his destined prey. 

" Once again I behold thee in my path," (he 
said, addressing Labren) "nor, if the arm of 
Zarak has any strength, shalt thou survive till 
to-morrow's sun, since thou hast now no horse 
whose swiftness may shield thee from my spear." 

" Boasting cannot wound," (replied Labren) 
"and, reptile as thou art, thy breath cannot 
poison. Labren knows when to fly and when 
to resist. It was in order to save my king I 
affected fear and deluded thee; but when my 
arrows thinned thy followers at Thebes, did I 
display cowardice ? When afterwards I be- 
came thy captive, did I display a timid spirit? 
And now that vengeance summons me to punish 
thy atrocity, think not I desire to avoid thee. 
Said I not that I would live to be the hound of 
thy path, and the torture of thy heart? We 
have met since then, and, remember, I have 
ever been superior," 
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Here he was interrupted by Zarak, who made 
a furious onset ; and a violent conflict of some 
minutes ensued, in which the surpassing skill of 
the chief was more than once on the point of 
ending the strife by the death of his antagonist, 
who only preserved himself by his extraordinary 
activity. 

" Thou dost but fight against destiny/' (said 
the former:) "I tell thee, fool, thou canst not 
slay me. Hadst thou a thousand lives, and did 
the combined strength of all the monsters of the 
forest direct thy strokes, I would deride thy 
power, as a child sports with an insect" 

These words of Zarak were received with a 
laugh of scorn by his opponent, who answered, 

"He that begins by vaunting may end in 
supplication; but if I had, as thou say est, a 
thousand lives, and if it were revealed to me, 
that I should perish a thousand times by thy 
hand, do not imagine I would shun thee. I 
know not on what thou dependest, nor does thy 
confidence inspire me with terror ; I only know 
that men are not immortal, and that virtue is 
stronger than vice." 
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As he spoke die fight was renewed, and the 
incomparable dexterity of Labren long protracted 
die struggle against force and experience vastly 
superior to his own. But the skill of Zarak at 
length prevailed, who passing his spear through 
the body of his antagonist, the latter fell, re- 
joicing that he had at least rescued Amudis 
from peril. 

" Lie there, impetuous youth," (said the fol- 
lower of Sabako, ) " and dispute my will no more ! 
Thus perish all the foes of Zarak, who dreads 
nothing but a watery death. There is immor- 
tality around me if I but remember the con- 
dition on which I hold my life. But what voices 
are those ? They are the robbers who have de- 
prived me of the bravest of my train; I will 
hasten to the city." 

With this idea he left the spot, whither the 
banditti soon after arrived. Their leader was 
one of the most dreaded, and at the same time 
the most honourable of all who then followed 
his mode of life x , and he no sooner beheld the 

1 The Egyptian legislators did not aim at the entire suppres- 
sion of robbery, considering such an attempt to be hopeless ; and 
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wounded man than he recognized Labren, with 
whom he was well acquainted. 

" Alas, my comrades," (he said,) "what sight 
is this, what chance has slain the dexterous, the 
ever versatile Labren ? How will Anysis de- 
plore his matchless follower ! This is the work 
of those Ethiopians whom we encountered in 
yonder wood ; bring the torch nearer." 

They obeyed, and as the light fell on the 
body, the keen and practised eye of the bandit 
discovered some signs of remaining life. 

" The hunter has stricken, but not slain ;" (he 
said,) "let us bear him to our cave, and, if pos- 
sible, by restoring him, win from the monarch 
of Egypt far more than the return of booty has 
ever yet gained." 

They now conveyed Labren into a cavern, 
where the hand of art had improved the natural 
advantages of the place into a spacious hall, 
furnished by its owners with the greatest mag- 



all a robber had to do, in order fearlessly to follow his mode of 
life, was to consent that the injured party should receive again 
what he had lost, except a fourth part, which was still retained. 
See Diodorus, Book the First 
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nificence. The spear of Zarak had not struck 
a vital part; and though on examination the 
wound it had inflicted appeared extremely dan- 
gerous, the robber chief still entertained hope of 
ultimately recovering the sufferer. 

The sun at length rose, and the conductors of 
Amudis continued their course with unabating ce- 
lerity, whilst that wretched Egyptian, tormented 
by the memory of the last dreadful night, scarcely 
knew whither she was now about to be hurried. 
Her imagination constantly represented her lover 
contending with the invincible Zarak, and after 
contemplating in fancy this scene for some time, 
she would frequently exclaim, 

" Help, help ! my Labren falls. Why do ye 
not staunch the blood ? The tears of Amudis 
shall form an anodyne for his wounds. But if 
he dies, seek not to assuage the agony of my 
heart: the mysterious Theban balsam 1 will 
soothe in vain. Then will we repose together 

1 It is said that the women of Thebes possessed a secret by 
which they were able to soothe pain and indignation. See the 
last quoted authority. 
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in one sepulchre on the flowery fields that skirt 
the lake 1 of terror." 

The pitying attendants strove to calm her 
grief, and after listening to their words of con- 
solation, she would weep and fall again into a 
state of apparent apathy. They, however, ar- 
rived without farther interruption at the marshes, 
and Labren being by this time partially reco- 
vered, despatched one of the robbers to the fens, 
who, on arriving at the court of Anysis, in- 
formed that monarch of all that had befallen his 
follower ; and concluded by saying he was now 
nearly restored, and had safely delivered to the 
high priest of Memphis the communications 
with which he had been entrusted. Amudis 
thus received the delightful intelligence that her 
lover survived, and the tranquillity of those wild 
solitudes, aided by the assiduous affection of the 
king, so far co-operated with the happy effect of 

* The lake Acherusia might well be denominated the lake 
of terror, since before the dead could be ferried across it, pre- 
vious to obtaining a place among the Memphian tombs, it was 
necessary to wait for a favourable sentence at the posthumous 
judgment already alluded to. 



13 
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these tidings, that the daughter of Mapres be- 
gan to look on the past with more calmness, and 
on the future with hope. During these transac- 
tions, Sabako having settled the newly-con- 
quered capital, began to think of advancing into 
the Delta ; and having assembled his warriors, 
proclaimed his intention to review them, before 
entering upon the arduous struggle against art 
and nature that awaited him in the morasses. 
The subordinate chiefs were accordingly occu- 
pied in inspecting the arms of the troops on the 
day before the projected review, and Zarak espe- 
cially, who had won more honours than any of 
the other officers, drew out his peculiar train 
into the open ground before the city of Vulcan, 
where having observed with rapture their num- 
bers and array, and having reminded them it 
was chiefly to their deeds, together with his own, 
that the ruler of Meroe was indebted for his 
rapid success, he dismissed them for the pre- 
sent, expecting to bear away on the morrow 
the first commendations of his prince, and the 
highest rewards of valour. But the darkness of 
futurity derides human calculations, and we may 
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slumber in tranquillity on the brink of destruc- 
tion, when the chasm which is yawning to re- 
ceive us is invisible. Having dispersed his fol- 
lowers, Zarak was about to enter the gates of 
Memphis, when he was accosted by a stranger, 
who in a deep and emphatic tone, said he had 
an important secret to reveal to him. The 
Ethiopian pressed him to disclose it, when the 
strange^ retired in silence, beckoning the chief 
to follow. He obeyed, and when they had left 
the city at what his unknown guide judged a 
sufficient distance behind them, the latter stopped 
and spoke as follows : 

" I am one of the priests of Vulcan, the di- 
vinity who presides over Memphis; I have 
watched the progress of your arms, and perceive 
they will be invincible. The marshes of the 
Delta will be subject to your power, as well as 
the south of Egypt ; for how should the miser- 
able wreck of our armies, or the fierce but un- 
disciplined inhabitants of the fens, repel those 
who have defeated the flower of our warriors ? 
Listen then, Ethiopian, to what I propose. I 
know that Sabako will be victorious, and I de- 
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sire to secure the priesthood from his attacks : I 
am aware, moreover, that thy influence with the 
.conqueror is proportioned to the greatness of 
thy services, for I am not ignorant that I am 
conferring with Zarak.* To thee, therefore, I 
apply, and entreat thee to exert thy power in 
the protection of the body to which I belong ; 
and if thou wilt swear to grant what I ask, I in 
my turn promise to conduct thee to treasures of 
which the human heart never yet formed a con- 
ception. Behold yon dark object, whose point 
shoots up into the sky, — it is the great pyramid 
of Cheops, an ancient ruler of Egypt : it arose 
in an age already remote, and its duration will 
be coeval with that of nature. The monarch 
himself lies entombed in the centre of the pile : 
a lamp that is never suffered to go out illumi- 
nates the chamber of his repose, and its beam is 
reflected by the blaze of innumerable gems, all 
which shall be thine if thou wilt yield to my 
request" 

The thirst of gold can never be assuaged; 
and though Zarak had already been loaded with 
spoils on account of his extraordinary exploits, 

vol. i. s. s. G 
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he appeared to himself to have gained nothing 
in comparison with what the Egyptian had just 
mentioned. He therefore agreed to the con- 
dition required, and urged the priest to lead him 
at once into the pyramid, and the latter con- 
senting, they walked rapidly forwards, and soon 
arrived at the building. It stood amongst seve- 
ral others of the same kind, all which, however, 
it greatly surpassed in size; and whilst Zarak 
contemplated that vast monument, which seemed 
to challenge the utmost efforts of time, he felt 
as if struck by the mighty spirit which had 
founded, and seemed still to hover round the 
massive structure ; and he involuntarily trembled 
at the thought that he was about to break into 
the eternal solitude that was consecrated to the 
final rest of so potent a prince. The priest ob- 
served his hesitation, and said — 

" Thou art an Ethiopian, and I an Egyptian ; 
perhaps, therefore, thou regardest me with dis- 
trust; yet I swear to thee by Osiris, there is 
not another being near us. Look at me," (he 
continued) "I am unarmed, whilst thy hand 
grasps a sharp and ponderous spear ; no one is 
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within the pyramid, save the regal, though im- 
potent form, which there reclines in death : we 
alone shall enter it ; yet if suspicion still lurks 
within thy breast, return to Memphis, and leave 
the treasures contained in this repository to en- 
rich the coffers of some more ardent and less 
fearful adventurer." 

These words at once confirmed the resolution 
of Zarak, who replied, — 

" I was not agitated by fear or suspicion ; I 
have no foresight of danger, and sporn it when 
it approaches; but my mind was wandering 
among the mists of past years, when your great 
Cheops swayed the sceptre of Egypt : advance, 
I am ready to follow." 

They now- ascended a flight of steps, at the 
summit of which they encountered a stone door ; 
it yielded to a slight pressure, and reclosed of 
itself when they had entered. Here they would 
have been in darkness, but for two lighted torches 
placed just within the portaL 

" Let us each provide ourselves with one of 
these," (said his conductor to Zarak,) "since the 
eye of day never penetrates this sacred edifice : 
G2 
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thou seest that I have anticipated oar necessity ; 
tread with caution, for the path will often be 
devious and narrow, and deep pits are open for 
the destruction of the uninformed foot" 

The Ethiopian promised to observe these ad- 
monitions, and as they passed onwards, now 
ascending, now descending through the tortuous 
labyrinth, now winding round the brink of a vast 
gulf, and now stooping on account of the low- 
ness of the passage, the full importance of the 
warning became apparent, and the chief almost 
repented having abandoned the light of day. 
But the desire of wealth was predominant over 
every other feeling, and he was at the same 
time consoled by his conductor, who explained 
the nature of their course. 

"We have already traversed" (he said) "two 
sides of the pyramid, two more remain; and 
having thus passed through its whole circuit, we 
shall arrive at a diagonal and shelving path: 
this will lead us to the centre, where on a couch 
of massive gold, the mighty Cheops reclines, in 
the midst of inestimable magnificence." 

The chieftain was relieved by this intelligible 
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sketch of their route, and they proceeded as 
before, with as much speed as was compatible 
with care : their progress was at length inter- 
rupted by another door, and the Ethiopian was 
told to his infinite delight, they had reached the 
diagonal path. Turning to the right, he now 
began to descend by a gentle declivity agreeably 
to the intimation of his guide ; and it seemed as 
if Egyptian art had purposely laboured to make 
this pass the most dangerous and appalling of 
all ; for on one hand arose the rock, rough and 
perpendicular; and on the other yawned an 
abyss, from the dark bosom of which a keen 
blast was exhaled that pierced the frame of the 
chief, and made his torch shine with a flickering 
beam. They had already advanced some dis- 
tance along the path when Zarak saw his con- 
ductor stop; and he was about to inquire the 
cause of this delay, when the person who pre- 
ceded him said, — 

" Thinkest thou, Ethiopian, the dead ever 
leave their tombs in order to punish the violence 
of oppressors ?" 

g 3 
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" Assuredly not ; but what means thy ques- 
tion ?" 

"I only thought that these lonely recesses 
would be a fit haunt for such apparitions; but 
tell me — thou art a warrior, — is there any one 
that has ever fallen by thy hand, whom thou 
wouldst not here behold rise before thee ?" 

Zarak felt an involuntary agitation, which 
he strove to conceal under the tone of impa- 
tience in which he replied, 

" There is no one whom I would fear ; but 
proceed, for I seek not a philosopher, but a 
guide." 

A burst of wild laughter, that was repeated by 
a thousand echoes, broke from the stranger, who 
exclaimed, 

" Thou lyest, perfidious ! this hour convicts 
thee, and changes thy false boldness into the hue 
of terror. Look on me," (he continued, tearing 
off, as he spoke, the disguise of his face and 
figure,) " look on me, and recognise Labren, 
whom thine arm transfixed in vain." 

Zarak felt as if struck by the etherial bolt, 
when the altered voice and well-known aspect 
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revealed the being who had already so often op- 
posed him; and though his hand grasped the 
terrible weapon of his country, he trembled in 
the presence of his unarmed antagonist, who had 
dogged his footsteps like an evil genius, defying 
his efforts with inextinguishable resolution, and 
who had now risen, as it were from the sepulchre, 
again to haunt his path. But the words of the 
southern prophet came on his perturbed imagi- 
nation like the moon suddenly appearing in a 
night of storm, and he resolved, having crushed 
Labren, to trust to his recollection of the many 
windings he had taken, and endeavour to re- 
trace his course to the entrance of the pyramid. 
He therefore collected himself, and casting a 
dark frown at his defenceless opponent by whom 
he was confronted, made a furious push at him 
with his spear. Labren dexterously seized the 
weapon where it tapered towards the point, and 
at the same time drawing from his person a cord 
furnished with a running noose, threw it over 
the Ethiopian, and with a strong and sudden 
jerk overbalanced him, when he would instantly 
have fallen into the gulf below, had he not been 
g 4 
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stopped by a narrow ledge, which though it was 
so smooth and sloping as of itself to afford no 
resting-place, yet enabled Labren, by means of 
the cord, to support the fallen Zarak at plea- 
sure. 

" Traitor !" (cried the follower of Sabako,) 
" release me instantly, and I may perhaps for- 
give the treachery which has so nearly undone 
me." 

" Release thee ! how can thy lips give utter- 
ance to such a desire ? Call to mind the past, 
and consider if thou hast any claim to the pity 
of Labren. Didst thou not oppose my es- 
cape from captivity at Thebes, and laugh at 
the destitution of my lot? and didst thou not 
seek to slay me only for defending my loved one 
from thy inexorable tyranny? It is now the 
hour of vengeance, and my words are accom- 
plished ; yet I swear by him 1 who diffused his be- 
neficence over a hundred realms, that hadst thou 

1 Osiris is here meant, who taught the Egyptians hus- 
bandry, and is said to have afterwards communicated the same 
valuable knowledge to all the then known world. See Diodo- 
rus, book I. 
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treated Amudis with less cruelty, I would have 
pardoned thy perfidy towards myself. I heard 
thy vaunt when I lay extended on the shore of 
the Nile, for my senses had not fled when thy 
proud boast was uttered. Listen, then, and 
learn how vain are the promises of destiny, how 
poor the defence thou hast trusted. Hearest 
thou not that rushing at an immeasurable depth 
beneath thee? Know that a canal from the 
great river flows from a subterraneous passage 
into this edifice, and surrounds the chamber 
where Cheops l lies. Stand then for a moment 
on the brink of destruction, and view the abyss 
into which thou wilt shortly plunge; it is. not 
half so wide as thy avarice, nor are the rocks by 
which it is surrounded half so impenetrable as 

1 Herodotus is very minute in his description of the great 
pyramid, which according to the accounts he followed, was 
erected by Cheops, whose body was said to be deposited 
within it, on an artificial island formed by a canal introduced 
into the building from the Nile. How awfully grand is the 
conception of such a tomb, thus surrounded by water from the 
great river, in the centre of a stupendous and intricate edifice. 
How must the nation which could plan such a work, have been 
alive to the sublime ! — For the account of the pyramid see 
Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 125. 

G 5 
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thy heart Thou art in the midst of a covered 
wilderness, nor would the cry of a thousand 
armies from without break the silence of these 
eternal solitudes : yet even this deep recess is 
not so impervious to the shout of multitudes as 
was thy breast to the voice of supplication." 

" I will give thee" (said Zarak, in accents of 
terror) "an infinite reward, if thou wilt save me ; 
and if thou wilt point out the treasures of which 
thou hast spoken, I will procure for thee a post 
of honour in the court of Sabako." 

" Base fool ! canst thou then imagine I would 
really lead thee to the Nile-girt tomb of Cheops? 
Thy very presence would contaminate his re- 
pose." 

" Sabako shall make thee his first general." 
" I would not serve the invader of Egypt, nor 
if this pyramid were converted into gold, would 
I accept it for thy ransom. Earth and sky alike 
loath thee ; the slaughtered parents of my Amu- 
dis cry for vengeance, and the reptiles which 
fatten amid the damps and gloom of yon ravine 
demand thee. Plunge, then, to death and dark- 
ness, that neither the balmy breath, nor the pure 
12 
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ray of heaven may be polluted by thy contact, 
and that mortals, instructed by the end of Zarak, 
may pause before (confiding in an imperfect and 
delusive insight into futurity) they deride the 
dictates of justice, and are madly hurried on 
by the torrent of passion to the commission of 
enormities like thine." 

He said, and flinging the rope from him, the 
wretched Ethiopian was precipitated into the 
gulf, and the last shriek of despair was choked in 
the stream below. 

This act of Labren occasioned the utmost 
joy among the Egyptians, and especially the 
hierarchy by whom it had been assisted; and 
he was welcomed to the marshes by the ap- 
proving smile of Anysis, whilst his union with 
the daughter of Mapres more than compensated 
the calamities of both. 



g 6 
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PRELIMINARY NOTE. 

AccoRDiNGto the chronology already laid down, this story opens 
in the year seven hundred and sixteen before Christ, being 
the forty-ninth year of the subjugation of Egypt by Sabako, 
king of Ethiopia. At this time Merodac Baladan was king of 
Babylon, Anysis king of Egypt, being still alive in the 
marshes, where he had established himself in a sequestered 
island, the name of which, according to Herodotus, was Elbo. 
See Herodotus, and the first book of Prideaux'a connection of 
Sacred and Profane History, part the first At this time 
Hezekiah was reigning at Jerusalem. 
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THE RETREAT OF SABAKO. 

It is happy for mankind, that uncertainty, 
which is often the cause of so much agitation 
and evil, has at least the effect of banishing 
despair from earth, since aptness to change 
is the companion no less of adverse than of pros- 
perous fortune. It would be well if the same 
distinguishing feature of our state were equally 
powerful in checking presumption, and if the 
principle which forbids hope to expire in the 
breast of the wretched, could relax or soften the 
grasp of tyranny; but it is a property of our 
nature to believe that state permanent which we 
desire to be so, and hence it is, that whilst the 
unhappy are frequently consoled, the fortunate 
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are seldom alarmed by the possibility of a turn 
of events : we fly from the contemplation of evil, 
and cling with avidity to the remotest chance 
of good : the captive permits the present to be 
gladdened by the doubtful smile of the future, 
whilst the oppressor decks the utmost verge of 
futurity with the pomp and power that now sur- 
round him ; nor can the obscurity that hangs over 
the coming hour, which lightens the fetters and 
illuminates the dungeon of the former, avail to 
dash the confidence, or dispel the frown of the 
latter. 

When the victorious Sabako planted his stand- 
ard in the land of the Pharaohs, and beheld his 
dominion extended from Meroe 1 to the marshes 
of the Delta, the Ethiopians might probably 
imagine that they had achieved the final sub- 
jugation of Egypt, and the Egyptians per- 
haps despaired of revenging themselves on the 
arms of the south, and of restoring in pristine 
greatness the throne of their native princes. 

1 This was the name of a large island of the Nile, far to the 
south of Egypt The capital of the Ethiopian empire stood 
here, and the name was first given by the Persians. 
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Such, however, was not destined to be the result 
of the Ethiopian conquest ; the extinction of 
Egypt as an independent nation was not yet, 
and though a train of circumstances * was put in 
motion which brought her to the verge of ruin, 
and sowed the seeds of decay in the fabric of her 
polity, a bright period was still conceded to 
her ; she once more became the terror of sur- 
rounding states, and glittered with intense 
though transient radiance, before she was hurled 
from the pinnacle of grandeur she had so long 
occupied, to the most abject slavery, and was 
trampled on with impunity by the Persian, the 

1 The acute Heeren dates the decline of the Egyptian power 
from the agitations produced by the Ethiopian invasion, of 
which troubles, it seems that Sethos, priest of Vulcan, took 
advantage to seize the throne of Egypt, thus joining in his 
own person (according to the same writer) the executive and 
legislative powers, which till then had ever been separate in 
Egypt ; a measure which probably contributed, together with 
the affront put upon the warrior caste, first to lay Sethos open to 
the invasion of Sennacherib, and subsequently to those lasting 
dissensions between the sacred and military order, which 
ended in the migration of the warriors, the calling in of mer- 
cenaries, and the discontent of all ranks. — See the history of 
the decline and fall of the Pharaohs, contained in the second 
volume of Heeren's Researches. 
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Greek, the Roman, the Saracen, and the Turk, 
whose five-fold ravage has so robbed her of almost 
every vestige of her former self, that the present 
age listens with astonishment or incredulity to 
the story of her ancient deeds ; and did we not 
encounter amid the desert sands some gigantic 
pile, or accidentally lay open the certain index 
of luxury and science which has long slept in the 
recesses of caverns, were we not struck by the de- 
lineations of art and power which these remains 
present, we should forget, whilst traversing the 
waste, that our footsteps were pressing the dust 
of a mighty empire. 

The summer solstice was passed, the vapours 
exhaled from the bosom of the Mediterranean 
had been poured on the mountains of Ethiopia, 
and the Nile 1 (swelled by those periodical 
showers) was no longer confined within its na- 
tural channel. The whole of Lower Egypt was 



1 The cause of the annual inundation of this river is gene- 
rally allowed to be the rain which falls in the summer on the 
mountains of Ethiopia, which the Nile passes in its way to 
Egypt. The river begins to rise after the summer solstice, the 
Ethiopian rains having already begun. 
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converted into a lake, diversified by innumerable 
cities, which being raised on artificial elevations, 
started up like so many islands *, whose popula- 
tion (released from their favourite labour of hus- 
bandry) gave themselves up to a life without 
care; and sporting in social groups over the 
liquid world that was spread around them, read 
in each other's eyes the reflection of their own 
felicity, whilst their joy was at once confirmed 
and heightened by the assurance that the opera- 
tions of nature were no less propitious than 
silent, and that before their sacred river should 
be again contracted within its natural limits, it 
would deposit on their fields the elements of 



1 Herodotus tells us that Sesostris elevated the cities of 
Egypt at the same time that he opened the canals, and the 
historian adds, that this elevation was increased by Sabako the 
Ethiopian. See Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 137* During 
the inundation of the Nile the Egyptians, who seemed to have 
been chiefly an agricultural nation, were of course excluded 
from the fields, and it is most probable that the greatest part 
of their numerous festivals were then celebrated. Herodotus 
tells us that at this time the country resembled the JEgean Sea, 
the cities appearing like so many islands above the water, and 
vessels passing and repassing in every direction. See chapter 
97 of the book above cited. 
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inexhaustible plenty. Their country was indeed 
not wholly 1 free, since the Ethiopian sceptre 
(the influence of which was ill-confirmed in the 
north) wis paramount in the south. Yet the 
conqueror from Meroe had uniformly displayed 
unusual lenity * towards the vanquished. 

Egypt was compelled to acknowledge that, if 
she had stooped beneath the prowess, she had 
derived benefit from the wise regulations of her 
invaders; and Anysis, her native ruler, whilst 
imprisoned within the marshes, might derive 
some consolation from the thought that his peo- 
ple, though subdued by a fortunate and power- 
ful prince, were not crushed beneath the oppres- 



1 It seems on the whole most accordant with history to sup- 
pose that the power of Sabako was not equally absolute through- 
out Egypt, whilst all experience suggests the idea that so long 
as Anysis, their native ruler survived, or rather reigned, in 
the marshes, there would be among the Egyptians a party in 
his favour. 

3 The government of Sabako appears in general to have 
been very mild and just Herodotus says, that the Ethiopian 
even endeavoured from the punishment of criminals to draw 
physical benefit for Egypt, by obliging the latter to add to the 
elevation of their respective cities according to the magnitude 
of the crime. See Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 137. 
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sion of a merciless despot. The remembrance, 
however, of past greatness could not be hastily 
obliterated from the breast of the successor of 
Sesostris. The Egyptians forgot not that they 
who were subject to the sway of Ethiopia, had 
once received tribute from the nation which now 
dictated laws; and, above all, the priests sub- 
mitted with indignation to a foreign yoke, whilst 
the past was darkened by regret, and the future 
illumined by the hope of vengeance. Hence 
the voice of memory awoke in every heart from 
time to time a sigh, which though momentary 
was sincere; occasional sallies of discontent, and 
the open hostility of a considerable part of 
Egypt, admonished Sabako that the chain which 
reaches not the will has need of the utmost sta- 
bility, and that the calm in which his newly- 
acquired dominion seemed to repose, must be 
watched by a suspicious glance, since it was the 
effect, not of apathy in the conquered, but of the 
superior force of the victor. 

The sun had set, the stars were shedding 
their wonted lustre through the unclouded sere- 
nity of an eastern night, and a gentle breeze 
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was softly curling the water, beneath which the 
fruitful valley of the Nile lay submerged, when 
two vessels passed each other in the district of 
the Delta. Their meeting was momentary, but 
they mutually approached so nearly, that their 
respective crews were visible to each. The 
leader of one seemed an Egyptian, apparently 
somewhat passed the vigour of middle life; his 
aspect was that of a warrior, and his countenance 
bore the impress of care and adventure, whilst 
a certain haughtiness of expression suggested 
the idea that he was one to whom great enter- 
prizes were familiar. He was armed with a qui- 
ver and a bow of the largest size, and his eye 
eagerly scanned the innumerable obelisks and 
towers (that appeared to rush by as his baris 
advanced), as if anxious to estimate the rapidity 
of his progress northward. 

The superior of the other vessel was yet in 
the bloom of youth, but his flowing hair and 
turbaned head distinguished him from the na- 
tives of Mizraim; his linen habit (which de- 
scended to his feet) shone with a dazzling white- 
ness, and as he stood at the prow, his keenly 
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expressive glance was turned southwards, as if 
anxious to outrun the swiftly careering vessel, 
and catch the first appearance of some object 
towards which his course was bent. Each vessel 
was alike manned by Egyptians, yet he from 
the east was accompanied by one in a garb like 
his own, with whom he seemed in deep confer- 
ence ; and the other leader also appeared to treat 
one of his companions with peculiar regard. 

There was nothing uncommon in this encoun- 
ter, for during the inundation a great proportion 
of the inhabitants of Egypt spent much of their 
time in vessels. The coolness of night was often 
made choice of for their voyages, and the fre- 
quent stroke of the oar, the flash of torches, the 
rush of the baris 1 through the water, the occa- 
sional burst of song, the clashing cymbal and 
the soft pipe, now approaching, now sweeping to 
a distance, revealed the various course of the 
active and happy nation engaged in the prose- 



1 This was the name of a certain Egyptian vessel; as we 
learn from Herodotus, in the ninety-sixth chapter of his Eu- 
terpe, where the structure and navigation of this vessel are de- 
scribed. 
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cution of business or pleasure. But though 
such meetings were ordinary, the chiefs above- 
mentioned, having once glanced at each other, 
involuntarily repeated the survey which chance 
at first dictated; something in each seemed mu- 
tually to fix interest, and their eyes having met 
followed their object with fixed attention, as the 
steel that has once touched the magnetic stone 
still feels the power of the influence it has im- 
bibed. Yet neither chieftain made any effort to 
arrest his vessel; on the contrary, their counte- 
nances seemed to gather something of fear and 
suspicion, before they were again lost in dis- 
tance. The Egyptian mechanically laid his hand 
on his bow, as he whispered to his companion, 

" Zarako, didst thou observe yonder youth 
who passed us even now? Whence comes he, 
and wherefore should he regard us thus fixedly? 
He pleased me not, yet I could not shun him. If 
the aspect of the pure stars 1 is sufficient to 
blanch the cheek, and warm the heart with the 

1 The science of judicial astrology is here alluded to, which 
was much practised in Egypt, as we are told by Diodorus the 
Sicilian. 
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paleness of fear or the ardour of hope, we may 
well derive cause of sadness or joy from the hu- 
man countenance, whose luminous though nar- 
row tablet proclaims more than a thousand 
rolls." 

" Heed him not, great prince; (replied Za- 
rako) "he is but a young and beautiful stranger, 
as I think, from beyond that great stream whose 
waters lave mighty Babylon. He is doubtless 
come to view this incomparable land, and only 
examined us with the curiosity of a foreigner." 

" It may be so," (said the first speaker) " yet 
I like him not; he reminds me painfully of the 
past." 

Such was the dialogue in the northward- 
bound vessel, whilst he who was the object of it, 
was not silent as to the being he had just beheld. 

" How proud is the bearing of yonder Egyp- 
tian ! Why, Nebron, did I behold him so in- 
tently? The storm breaks not before the cloud 
that contains it has darkened the sky, and the 
shadow of that chief still lies upon my breast, 
and brings again before me the terrors of the 
valley of tombs." 
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Thus did both express their peculiar feelings, 
and the dawn of day saw the Egyptian in the 
neighbourhood of the marshes, and the eastern 
stranger in the vicinity of Memphis; yet neither 
could forget the incident of the night, which was 
destined to be the herald of events deeply mo- 
mentous to each. 

Anysis had arisen from sleep, and, according 
to the usages of Egypt, had devoted the early 
morning to the regulation of the affairs 1 of the 
small and sequestered island, in which he had 
for half a century maintained an obscure inde- 
pendence, and had baffled or eluded the power 
of Sabako. Both the conquering and the con- 
quered prince were now far in the decline of life ; 
but the latter was supported by a prediction, 
which had shed sadness and triumph around 
his natal hour, since it had announced that he 
would be constrained to be for a time beneath 
the fortune of a foreigner and afterwards regain 
the throne. The repeated and violent struggles, 

1 The mode in which the kings of Egypt passed the day has 
been already alluded to in this work. It was minutely ascer- 
tained by law. See the History of Egypt by Diodorus of Sici)y. 
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however, in which he had from time to time 
been engaged with his potent rival, had added 
weight to the grasp of age, and accelerated the 
ravage of decay; yet, if his body was impaired, 
the vigour of his mental faculties was unabated 
by the lapse of years; nay, it was even rendered 
more conspicuous, for when his faithful attend- 
ants beheld his wasted form, when they looked 
on those eyes (before which the hand of time 
was slowly drawing its own curtain, but which 
still shone with the animation of intellect), their 
fidelity was kindled into devotion, and they sighed 
for the moment that should restore their prince to 
the dominion and magnificence of his ancestors. 
The business of the day being dispatched, and 
the sacrifices duly performed, Anysis was ap- 
prised of the arrival of two Egyptians, charged 
with an important errand. They were instantly 
admitted, and one of them (having made the 
usual obeisance) addressed the monarch as fol- 
lows: 

" First, let me render praise to Osiris for 
having again placed me in the presence of 
my prince, and affording me the happiness 

vol. i. s. s. H 
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of once more beholding him, in whom the 
triple malignity of time, care, and misfortune, 
serves but to render the native excellence of 
his soul more prominent and dazzling, even as 
the shattered shell displays more clearly the 
pearl which it contains. Look on me, great 
Anysis, and recognize, if thou canst, thy faith- 
ful Misomis, who having vanquished a thousand 
difficulties, and escaped a thousand deaths, can 
yet look back on the last incidents of his life 
with rapture, since they have led me to this 
encounter." 

"Thou Misomis?" (replied Anysis,) "how 
just and benignant are the gods, who have or- 
dained that the same uncertainty, which so often 
distracts us with doubt, and dashes from our 
hand the full but untasted bowl of enjoyment, 
should frequently heal the wounds it has in- 
flicted, and convert the sigh of regret into the 
smile of hope. When the rumour of thy fall at 
Thebes penetrated to this lonely retreat, a sad- 
ness till then unfelt took possession of our bo- 
soms ; and it seemed as if the haughty invader, 
in causing this last calamity, had driven me anew 
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from my throne, and occasioned my unhappy 
country to bleed afresh. But, tell me, how didst 
thou escape, and what malice of fortune has so 
changed thy aspect ? Two years have indeed 
passed since we met, but thy front bears the 
impress of many more: nay, if it were not that 
thy stature, and the outline of thy features cor- 
respond with those of my valiant follower, I 
should scarcely surrender myself to the thrice 
welcome assurance that he survives in thy per- 
son ?" 

" Alas !" (answered Misomis) " thy last words 
fall not unexpected by me ; the state of mortals 
is a sea agitated by unnumbered tempests, the 
current of which never alters its course, till it 
hurls us at length against that rock which is 
surrounded by impenetrable darkness: yet to 
some the rapidity of this current is aided by 
the blast of accident, and hours of distress can 
sometimes achieve more than the waste of years. 
The incessant dropping of water may sap the 
solidity of a crag, which the fall of a mass from 
the mountain might crush to powder : listen then 
to the recital of my adventures ; and though my 
h2 
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breast will be again darkened by the remem- 
brance of calamity, I shall have the consolation 
of disclosing the happiness to which those ad- 
ventures conducted me. The 'time sacred to 
the mighty Thoth * hath not thrice passed since 
the conspiracy in thy favour, (headed by the 
high priest of Thebes, together with myself and 
the great Nekos,) was on the point of taking 
effect Why should I recount the misfortunes of 
that period? — the watchfulness and sagacity of 
our foe discovered, and frustrated the design, 
and his policy or cruelty urged him to the most 
dreadful vengeance. The Theban hierophant 
and his associate Nekos * perished in their un- 

1 This was the name of the first Egyptian month. See the 
preface to the connection of profane and sacred history by 
Dean Prideaux. It is probable that Thoth is the same as 
Phtha, for it is weU known that in etymology the consonants 
only are to be taken account of. We know, too, that the 
Egyptian months were sacred to their gods, and that they 
call Vulcan Phtha, as may be seen from an inscription on a 
certain obelisk preserved from Hermapion : but P. H. was the 
Coptic, and probably the ancient Egyptian definite article. 
See Heeren's Researches. If, therefore, we take P H from 
the word Phtha, we shall leave Tha, which we may dare assert, 
beyond doubt, to be the same as Thoth. 

? It is expressly mentioned by Herodotus (Euterpe, chap- 
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successful attempt to force their way from the 
capital. Never shall I forget the horror of that 
night : I was walking with one or two of our 
partisans on a terrace which communicates with 
the high temple of Ammon, our minds engrossed 
in the contemplation of the following day, which, 
was to behold the execution of our purpose ; the 
hum of the mighty city was sinking into silence, 
and some of the priests were engaged within 
the sanctuary invoking the assistance of the gods 
for our enterprise, when a sudden blaze of torches 
traversing the capital in several directions, and 
the cry * Strike for Sabako ! ' filled us with 
astonishment. The next instant Psammetichos, 
the youthful son of Nekos, rushed by me, all 
pale, exclaiming, * They have slain my father ! 
we are lost.' My respiration was almost sus- 
pended at this intelligence, whilst he hastened 
to plunge into the recesses of the temple, when 
another shout in the vicinity announced the im- 



ter 152), that Nekos was slain by Sabako, most probably 
on account of some effort made by the former in favour of 
Anysis ; and our historian adds that Psammetichos, son of the 
said Nekos, fled from Egypt in consequence. 

H 3 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



150 THE RETREAT 

mediate approach of a body of Ethiopians. A 
flight of arrows preceded them, and I saw my 
confederates stretched in death : some divinity 
preserved me, and I fled to the shrine, the gates 
of which were already closed: with desperate 
fury I shook the bars, alternately entreating and 
commanding those within to open. I might as 
well have called to a sepulchre; the priests 
dreaded the entrance of the Ethiopians, and 
they were certainly right, since blood and fire 
would instantly have outraged the sacred pre- 
cinct Stratagem was now all that was left me ; 
feigning myself, therefore, mortally wounded by 
one of a second flight of arrows, (which had 
indeed penetrated my side, though not deeply,) 
I fell, crying out, 

" * Perfidious ! ye have slain your asso- 
ciate.' 

" This movement, however, would hardly have 
preserved me, had not my pursuers been diverted 
by the appearance of more of our party who 
were endeavouring to fly, and for whose cap- 
ture the Ethiopians readily deserted one whom 
they imagined already dead, thus affording me 
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an opportunity of escaping to the house of a 
relation, who concealed me the rest of the night 
in a recess within the wall, where were depo- 
sited the mummies ' of his ancestors, the dead 
thus wonderfully protecting the living. I did 
not emerge till the evening of the following 
<tay> by which time the first fury of revenge had 
begun to abate, and it was suggested by my 
relative that I might venture to leave Thebes, 
counsel of which I began to weigh the expe- 
diency, when the flashing of lights carried by 
some who here and there wandered up and down 
the city, as if suspicion were still awake, brought 
back to me the recollection of the past night. 
Again I saw my fallen companions, and the 
closed gates of the temple ; again the terrible 
words, Strike for Sabako, rang in my ear, and I 
resolved not rashly to face a storm which was 

1 The houses of the more opulent Egyptians seem to have 
had attached to them a receptacle, in which, at least for a 
time, were deposited the mummies of the family. See the 
observation of Heeren, where he speaks of the grottoes of 
ancient Thebes. The tomb of Osymandyas appears to have 
been comprehended within the range of his palace. 

H 4 
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not yet allayed, and from the first force of which 
I had so lately escaped. 

" Scarcely had I formed this resolution, when 
a loud knocking was heard at the gate of my 
protector : this was no uncommon thingf for he 
was a physician ; but as in an ill state of body 
the most trifling accident may produce the 
greatest maladies, so are there conditions of the 
mind when every incident is invested with ter- 
tor ; what wonder then that I imagined the noise 
to proceed from some who had tracked me ? I 
hastened to my retreat among the mummies, 
and soon found I was not mistaken in my sup- 
position ; for the wall within which I was hidden 
being that of a large apartment in which these 
visitors were now conversing with the physician, 
I fluctuated in the dreadful confine which lies 
between hope and fear, as I listened to the in- 
terrogations of the Ethiopians, and die answers 
of my relative. 

" ' Alas,' (said the latter, as if overcome by 
the violence and strictness of his examiners,) 
* is it to be credited that I, (who have spent so 
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many years in defending the health of the great 
Sabako against the attacks of disease,) that I, 
(who have so long enjoyed his confidence, and 
who not long since had the happiness of re- 
storingihim from a dangerous distemper,) should 
now harbour one who has sought his life ? Know 
ye not that the principles of death, no less than 
those of life, are hidden in the veins of plants, 
and that the eye of science can descry the one 
with as much facility as the other ? How easily 
then might I have mingled a poisoned draught 
for your monarch, especially since during the 
rage of that disorder my fatal skill might have 
masked itself in ignorance, and the laws of 
nature have afforded refuge to treachery. Why 
do your countenances kindle with rage as I 
speak? Wherefore do your hands grasp your 
ponderous spears? My knowledge was, and 
shall ever be exerted for the health of your 
prince; for I reverence the sanctity of oaths, 
and should ill deserve a place among the mum- 
mies of my ancestors (I shuddered at these 
words) were I to bring infamy on the healing 
art. It is possible, however, that you still sus- 
h 5 
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pect me , if so, search my house : but proceed 
with caution, for though you would seek long 
in vain for a conspirator, there are in my pos- 
session many drugs whose potent vapour might 
offend your senses, or even endanger yomghealth, 
by too close a contact' He ended, and I could 
distinctly hear the Ethiopians walking to and 
fro in some of the apartments, and opening 
several chests: one of these in particular, which 
was of large size, contained a quantity of hot 
pungent powder, and I soon discovered that one 
of the examiners was investigating its contents, 
for opening it probably with a sudden jerk, his 
breathing disturbed the drug, and beginning to 
sneeze and cough violently, he imbibed still 
more of it, when quitting the chest and stamp- 
ing on the ground with rage, he exclaimed (with 
as much breath as he could command) 

" ' We do but waste time, to the infinite satis- 
faction of this Egyptian, who longs to add us to 
the number of his victims, by half poisoning us 
with his abominable mixtures. 9 

" With these words they all left the house, 
and as I issued from my dark asylum, I could 
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not help desiring that, when it should be my lot 
to take my final station among the dead, I might 
look forward to that refuge with the same feel- 
ings as I had done a few moments since. 

"I t&ve already hinted that Nephres (that 
was the name of my relation) was the chief 
physician of Sabako, who has too much discern- 
ment and candour not to discover and confess 
the superiority of Egypt in the science of medi- 
cine 1 . It therefore occurred to me that, as I 
wished still to remain some time in Thebes, in 
order to ascertain the fete of my companions, I 
could not find an abode more safe, and at the 

1 The strictness with which the Egyptians confined them- 
selves to the study of one ait or science, must needs have con- 
tributed very powerfully towards bringing each to the greatest 
possible perfection. This, we are told by Diodorus, was the 
case with arts in general He particularizes that of agricul- 
ture and the breeding of poultry; and as to medicine, we have 
very early traces in history of the skill ascribed to the Egyp- 
tians in that science. Thus we are told that Cyrus, king of 
Persia, sent to Amasis, king of Egypt, for an oculist from that 
country; and in the story of Democedes, physician of Crotona, 
Herodotus tells us, that the Egyptian physicians were, at that 
period, considered the best in the world, at the court of Darius 
son of Hystaspes, who, after a short interval, succeeded Cam- 
byses on the Persian throne. See for the first fact chapter 1, 
and for the second, chapter 129 of the Thalia of Herodotus. 

h6 
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same time more calculated for my purpose, than 
that of Nephres, who, from the confidence with 
which he was treated by the Ethiopian monarch, 
enjoyed at once an immunity from suspicion 
and free access to the court, by which circum- 
stance he was enabled to become acquainted 
with die state of things. From him I learned 
that Psammetichos had fled, but that his father 
together with the chief pontiff was slain; and I 
had the happiness of hearing that myself was 
believed to have fallen among the oilier conspi- 
rators. I now began to think seriously of de- 
parting northward, lest my death should become 
a matter not of report but reality, when an inci- 
dent took place which confirmed my resolution, 
though it rendered it abortive. 

" It is doubtless known to my prince, that 
there is among the followers of Sabako an officer 
named Tirhako, who, on account of his great 
abilities and high services, is held in the greatest 
esteem by Seuechos, the son of our invader, on 
whom his father (now declining in years) devolves 
much of the weight of government This Tir- 
hako had once received much benefit from the 
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skill of Nephres, for whom in consequence he 
evinced considerable regard: since the affair of 
the conspiracy, however, he had only once seen 
my protector, and the latter judged from his 
manner, that he was inclined, in consequence of 
that plot, to withdraw all trust from every Egyp- 
tian. I was greatly dejected at this intelligence, 
being unhappy on several accounts, that the for- 
tune and reputation of my relative should de- 
cline. On his part, he felt or feigned indiffer- 
ence as to the coldness of Tirhako, saying, that 
as long as he enjoyed the favour of Sabako and 
Seuechos, he was but little disturbed at the mis- 
trust of a wayward youth; adding, it was, after 
all, natural that one who (on account of his in- 
experience) could not be expected to discrimi- 
nate nicely, should feel his confidence somewhat 
abated towards every individual of a city where 
a rebellion had so lately broken out, but that 
when he should find no ground for his suspi- 
cions, he would abandon as readily as he had , 
yielded to them. How far these arguments con- 
vinced him who employed them I know not, 
yet I strove to confine my sadness to my own 
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heart, dwelt on the assurance he had expressed, 
and endeavoured to turn from a terrible expec- 
tation to a joyful though glimmering hope, that 
cast a mist over the precipice towards which I 
was advancing. 

" Two days had elapsed since a report of my 
death had reached us, when Nephres received a 
visit from Tirhako. I withdrew from the apart- 
ment at his approach into an adjoining gallery, 
and involuntarily listened to the conversation. 
It was most fortunate that I did so, since life 
and death hung upon every word. It was to 
this effect: 

" ' I come not, Egyptian, to consult thy art, 
but rather to bid thee exert it for thy own pre- 
servation/ 

" * Assuredly I will do so, with the help of the 
gods; for it were hard indeed, if the bee which 
collects for others the nectar of innumerable 
flowers, should, not partake in some degree the 
happiness it diffuses, and that the resources of 
science should be inefficient to their possessor 
alone/ 

" < There are other evils besides those which 
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assail the body, whose remedies are not drawn 
either from earth or sea, but which lead to de- 
struction no less rapidly than the most malig- 
nant disorders/ 

" ' Against such all may equally guard them- 
selves, without needing days and nights of re- 
search.' 

" ' All, however, do not guard themselves 
against these evils/ 

u * It is, alas! most true, that prudence is a 
rare qualification. The secrets of Nature, and 
even the maxims of wisdom, are often investi- 
gated, and the memory is stored like the trea- 
sury of kings; but it is prudence alone that 
teaches us how to employ these resources. We 
might wander in the library of the great Osy- 
mandyas, the conqueror of the east 1 ; yet did we 
not unroll the wonderful writings it contains, we 

1 The structure supposed to be the palace of Osymandyas 
displays on its walls a great variety of war scenes, in which 
the Egyptians are represented contending with foes evidently 
eastern. The king is at the head of the former, distinguished 
by his stature. See the second volume of Heeren's Researches, 
in the description of Thebes and its Monuments. In this 
place, as we are told by Diodorus, there was a library, at the 
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might read, indeed, but could never experience 
the truth of the inscription which invites us to 
the study of those matchless remains. We might 
traverse the mazes of a mine, every stone of 
which is pregnant with metal, or bright with a 
refulgent gem, but it is industry and sagacity 
alone, that can draw from darkness materials to 
arm the warrior's hand, and enlarge tenfold the 
range of human power.' 

" * Peace, Nephres, and listen to me. Either 
thou understandest me not, or wouldst deceive 
me: if the former, I pity thy simplicity, if the 
latter, I bid thee despair of thy object Feign 
not indifference in thy countenance, or it may 
be speedily overspread by the paleness of death: 
thou hangest on a thread finer than hair, and 
beneath thee yawns a chasm in which millions 
have already been lost I owe my life to thy 
skill, and it is for that reason I now give thee 
the power of preserving thyself, by banishing 

entrance of which was this inscription — " The repository of 
medicine for the mind." 

It may be necessary to add, that this Osymandyas is sup- 
posed by. some to be no other than Sesostris, whose title, 
Rameses appears in this edifice. See Heeren, as above. 

12 
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from thy house the rebel whom thou harbourest 
Shouldst thou comply, thou wilt escape the 
wrath of Sabako, and the unhappiness of be- 
holding one who has sought thy protection 
seized before thine eyes; shouldst thou refuse 
my offer, 1 swear to thee, by the great Ammon 1 , 
that though thy abode were a labyrinth, and 
though Misomis lay shrouded in night within its 
centre, the emissaries of my king should trace 
and drag him thence. Seek not to delude me 
by words, since thy connexion with the conspi- 
rator is as clearly seen by me as the light of 
day: strive not to deprecate my resolution, since 
it cannot waver. Depart to thy kinsman; in 
this chamber I await thy return. Let thy ab- 
sence be short; and whilst thou regrettest the 
sagacity, rejoice in the clemency which pardons 
thee for having defended a traitor.' 

" Judge, great Anysis, of my feelings, on 
hearing these words. I well knew the generous 

1 Herodotus tells us in his Euterpe, chapter 29, that the 
Ethiopians worshipped only Jupiter and Bacchus, and it seems 
probable that the title of Jupiter in Ethiopia was Ammon, and 
that this title passed into Egypt, according to the observation 
of Heeren, already referred to in this work. 
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disposition of Nephres, and that he would make 
every effort to rescue me from impending de- 
struction. I was convinced, however, that those 
efforts would be fruitless, and that torture and 
ignominy would be added to the agony of de- 
feated affection. I remembered, at the same 
time, the sacred oath with which he had received 
me into his house, and, finally, resolved to spare 
him the torment of a contest within himself, by 
flying at once from his abode, whilst Hope (the 
first to soften, and the last to desert the dis- 
tress of mortals) whispered that this celerity 
might yet be the means of ensuring my preser- 
vation. Shortly, therefore, communicating my 
design to a confidential attendant, I hastened to 
put it into execution; it was not wholly unsuc- 
cessful, as it preserved Nephres, whose roof I had 
no sooner abandoned, than I was seized by the 
followers of Sabako. 

" It was early when I was arrested, and I was 
immediately hurried into the presence of the 
Ethiopian monarch, who was then in the palace 
of Osymandyas. 

"Notwithstanding this unhappy turn in my 



Digitized by VjOOQlC 



OF SABAKO. 163 

fortune, how could I be insensible to the woes 
of Egypt, when, after traversing the vast capital 
of Amnion, and a part of the way leading to the 
royal tombs, I entered the magnificent structure 
above alluded to? That throne (on which the 
greatest of princes have reclined) was then occu- 
pied by the haughty invader, surrounded by his 
skin-clad warriors. There, too, I saw the fierce, 
the wily Seuechos; and, as I marked the glance 
of derision with which they scanned the scenes 
of Egypt's pomp and felicity (that smiled in 
silent lustre on the conquerors), I almost pitied 
those lifeless shadows, which were thus doomed 
to shine upon the southern foe; and in the ex- 
tremity of my emotion, wished that these eyes 1 
could cease to perform their function, or that 
armed by the force of lightning, they could blast 
the tyrant on whom they were fixed. 

" The peril, however, of my own situation 

1 Besides the sculptures with which the palace of Osyman- 
dyas was embellished, it was adorned with several colossal sta- 
tues, the proportions of many of which may still be ascertained 
from their ruins. See the account of this palace in the descrip- 
tion given by Heeren of Thebes and its Monuments. 
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might well check the wild current of thought, 
and cause it to recoil on myself. I could expect 
little clemency, and I resolved to entreat none. 
I read my sentence in every countenance that 
lowered around me, and it would have been pro- 
bably announced and executed at the same time, 
but for the earnest intercession of Nephres, who, 
as soon as he was informed of my capture, de- 
termined to hazard every thing in the attempt 
to rescue me from the extreme resentment of 
Sabako. The efforts of my kinsman were se- 
conded by Tirhako, either out of enmity or 
friendship, and they succeeded in saving me 
from death, or, rather, in condemning me to a 
life of torture. 

" Great Osiris ! how shall I relate what next 
befel me ? how depict the gulph of wretchedness 
into which I was plunged? Why, Nephres, were 
thy tears and protestations so eloquent? Why, 
Sabako, was thy purpose so unsteady? 

" It was now resolved that I should be sent, 
together with some other prisoners, to work in 
the gold mines south of Egypt, that dreadful 
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region ! , where youth and age of both sexes are 
alike broken beneath the incessant strokes of 
the mace of tyranny; where hope (which, like 
the sacred lotus, still lifts itself above the ocean 
of human grief) never appears, or only points 
out the tomb as a final refuge* 

" The midst of summer was approaching when 
we commenced our dreary journey, and the wind 
(which already began to blow from the North 
Sea) warned us that the rise of the Nile 2 might 

• * It would scarcely be possible to exaggerate the horrible 
picture given us by Diodorus the Sicilian of these gold mines, 
which were worked by criminals. That historian is singularly 
touching when handling subjects of this kind; and in speak- 
ing of the mines, the beautifully expressive and flexible idiom 
in which he wrote, seems hardly adequate to the representa- 
tion of that scene of cruelty and wretchedness. The Sicilian's 
description is followed in this story. The hill of lamentation 
and the place of burial are added, though something of this 
kind probably existed. The historian's account has also been 
filled up where necessity required, but nothing is here said 
with which that relation is inconsistent Diodorus expressly 
tells us, that whole families were sent to these mines, where 
all ages had their respective occupations, and where both sexes 
were treated with equal rigour: he particularly adverts to their 
wretched clothing. 

' The north wind regularly begins to blow in Egypt about 
the summer solstice, at which time the rise of the Nile com- 
mences. This periodical wind was considered by some of the 
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soon be expected, at the same time that it im- 
pelled our bans up the hallowed stream. But 
the happiness of which that wind was the har- 
binger was not for us; and as we listened to the 
ceaseless whisper of the acacias which border the 
river, their murmur seemed converted into the 
sighs of the wretched, and we were taught that 
mortal violence and crime can contaminate and 
render abortive the beauties and the smile of 
nature. 

" We were all bound together in the centre of 
the vessel, yet the Ethiopians watched us with 
as much suspicion as if we had been free and in 
arms: it was not that they dreaded, or could 
dread, any attack from us ; it was against the 
effects of despair on ourselves they were thus 
anxious to guard : few indeed, if any, had ever 
returned from the mines, and the woes of which 
they were the scene, were confined to those 
gloomy recesses their proper element : but fear 
can create its own food, and the pictures it 

ancients as the cause of the annual overflow of that river. See 
the twentieth chapter of the Euterpe of Herodotus, where this 
opinion is stated and refuted. 
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portrays are but blackened by obscurity. Hence 
the journey to that place of sorrow is to the 
condemned like a protracted death; and instances 
have been known, in which resolution has tri- 
umphed over tyranny, and the captive has anti- 
cipated the slow approach of destruction. It was 
this circumstance which called forth the vigilance 
of our conductors, and caused them to fix their 
eyes upon us at the slightest clank of our fetters, 
as if they could penetrate our bosoms and dis- 
cover our secret intentions : but the stream of 
thought is superior to force ; success is not al* 
ways confine9 to power, nor sagacity denied to 
the unfortunate; and the fate to which we were 
doomed fell not upon all. 

"There were in our party two Egyptians 
who particularly attracted my interest — a youth 
and maid, who seemed bound to each other by 
a principle still stronger than the chain with 
which in their accidental mercy our oppressors 
had connected them. At first, we were so placed 
that I was unable fully to observe their coun- 
tenances, and the Ethiopians were so intent on 
us at the beginning of the voyage, that we did 
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not even whisper to each other, some from fear, 
others from dejection, and others again from 
indignation. Words, however, are not the only 
interpreters of human feeling, and it was im- 
possible not to perceive the many tokens of 
affection mutually demonstrated by beings thus 
united in misfortune, which like the dark rock 
iii the far island of topazes \ does but render 
more conspicuous the love which gleams from 
its blackness. 

" The heat was oppressive in the extreme — 
only a small proportion of water and bread of 
pulse, together with a little dried fruit, was al- 
lowed us; yet he constantly reserved for his 
companion the greater part of the water, and 
the whole of the fruit allotted to him ; and it 
somewhat beguiled the sad tenour of my own * 
thoughts, to observe the contest of affection be- 
tween them, — she pressing him to appropriate to 
his own support what he offered, and he prac- 
tising a thousand arts to display an indifference 

1 Diodorus of Sicily, in his description of the sea which 
divides Asia from Africa, speaks of a certain island it con- 
tains, the mountains of which yielded topazes of great lustre. 
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for that sustenance, and to demonstrate strength 
he could not feef. 

" Often would he relieve with his hand the 
pressure of the chain which confined her : not 
an insect of the winged host 1 that sometimes 
surrounded us, was permitted to assail her, and 
watching the opportunities which the occupa- 
tions of the Ethiopians occasionally afforded, he 
had contrived to remove from himself the scanty- 
heap of reeds (on which he, as well as the rest 
of us reclined), and so to arrange them, as to 
render her repose the more easy. He himself 
appeared insensible to fatigue or privation, and 
though his lips were motionless, his eyes were 
fixed on hers, as if they drew from that aspect a 
balsam for innumerable calamities. 

" In this manner we passed from Thebes to 
Elephantina, at which point the river becoming 
narrower, and more rapid, at once requires and 

1 Herodotus tells us in his Euterpe, chapter 95, that the 
gnats in Egypt are very numerous, and that the natives were 
forced to guard against them by every expedient, as well in 
Upper, as in Lower Egypt. 

VOL. 1. S. S. I 
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renders attainable the assistance of a rope 1 on 
each side, to tow the vessel against die current 

" Some oxen were accordingly ready for this 
purpose, the wind which had hitherto served us 
not being sufficiently strong, and we began again 
to ascend. 

" For some reason unknown to us, the Ethio- 
pians made a slight change in our arrangement, 
which gave me a full view of the features of 
those I have lately mentioned ; and thoughts, 
which till then had obscurely vibrated in my 
heart, distinctly proposed the enigma they had 
before darkly intimated. 

"Could I indeed be gazing on the son of 

1 Herodotus is very minute in his description of the route 
up the Nile as Car as he possessed any knowledge of that 
river, and he tells us that having reached Elephantine, it was 
necessary that a vessel going still farther should he towed 
against the stream by a rope on each side, for that the channel 
of the Nile became narrow and its current extremely rapid at 
the city Elephantine. He adds, that should the rope break 
the vessel would be borne away by the violence of the river, 
and that this kind of voyage must be continued four days, in 
which time the vessel would arrive at an island called Ta- 
chompso. See Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 29. 
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Nekos, and on the daughter of the high priest 
of Ammon? if so " 

"How mean you," (interrupted Any sis,) 
"are Psammetichos and Misis fallen into the 
hands of our foes ? Am I doomed to be the last 
flower that shall sink before the blast of the 
south?" 

" Listen to the sequel, my prince, and thou 
shalt see that resolution is stronger than cruelty. 
On first leaving Elephantine, our conductors 
were necessarily much engaged in adjusting the 
cordage, and regulating the course of our baris, 
a circumstance which gave the young Egyptian 
an opportunity (he had apparently long de- 
sired) of breaking silence, and he accordingly 
said, (in a voice just audible to me who was 
near him,) 

" ' Have comfort, Misis, they shall not triumph/ 

" « By what path shall we escape ? (she re- 
plied.) 

" « Yon dark and impetuous torrent' (he an- 
swered, pointing to the water) 'shall sweep us 
from oppression, and afford on his sacred breast 
repose for his children.' 
i 2 
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" He was silent, for the attention of the Ethio- 
pians was again upon us: and the thousand 
questions that crowded to my lips, recoiled on 
my soul with a stifling stream, like an ocean 
wave in the day of tempest, which rushes to the 
summit of a lofty crag, thence to be dashed into 
darkness and confusion. 

"The Ethiopians, actuated by mercy or a 
refinement of cruelty, were accustomed occa- 
sionally to unbind one or two of their prisoners, 
that by mixing a few moments of comparative 
ease with their distress, they might enable na- 
ture better to sustain the struggle, and at the 
same time (by keeping the majority always fet- 
tered) be free from all apprehension of any 
effort of united despair. 

" It was evening, and the young Egyptians 
(whose turn it then was to enjoy this temporary 
relaxation) were about again to be bound, (the 
allotted time having expired,) when the youth, 
putting his hand to his heart, complained of 
being extremely ill, whilst his countenance dis- 
played every token of some violent internal 
convulsion. His breathing apparently so much 
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disordered as scarcely to allow the use of speech, 
he entreated that (unless they desired his instant 
death) they would not immediately replace his 
chains, saying that a disorder to which he had 
always been subject was now upon him, and 
that complete repose had ever been recom- 
mended by the physicians, as the only means 
(when the paroxysm came on) of preventing 
a fatal result. These words he seemed to 
pronounce with the greatest difficulty, appear- 
ing at intervals as if contending with death 
itself. All which had such an effect on the 
Ethiopians, especially as throughout the voyage 
he had been uniformly tranquil and submissive, 
that they consented to leave him at liberty, and 
even offered him some refreshment. 

"This, however, he refused, with the ex- 
ception of some water, part of which he drank, 
and bathed his temples with the rest, when, as if 
somewhat relieved, he extended himself at full 
length, and though his respiration was still con- 
vulsed, he seemed gradually sinking into a pro- 
found slumber. 

"All this time his companion had observed 
i 3 
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every turn of his features, every demonstration 
of pain, with a look of the deepest agony : at the 
conclusion of his entreaties to the Ethiopians, 
she fixed on their chief an imploring glance, and 
beholding the object of her care at length aban- 
don himself to sleep, she who had till then been 
mute, said, in a low voice, 

" * May the divinity 1 who restores the shat- 
tered frame of mortals meet thee, my youth, in 
the land of dreams, and pour into thy heart the 
balsam compounded of the flowers which adorn 
the regions of the gods !' 

" It was now near midnight, yet our spirits 
were so oppressed with the thought that we 
were fast approaching the place of our destina- 
tion, as to allow few of us to seek the refuge of 
forgetfulness. Most of the Ethiopians were 
asleep, and of the two who still watched, one con- 
tinued to regard the young Egyptian with eyes 
that scarcely performed their office, and the other 
fixed a listless glance on the solitary torch that 

1 Diodorus the Sicilian tells us of Isis, that she had great 
skill in medicine, and that when she had been deified, she was 
considered to aid the sick during their sleep. 
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illuminated our vessel, now addressing a few 
words to his companion, now humming one of 
the songs of his country; the intervals between 
their discourse still becoming longer, and the 
strain, though occasionally renewed, acquiring a 
more drowsy tone. 

" For my own part, I was chained to con- 
sciousness by the most appalling anticipations, 
and the same torture which exhausted nature, 
prevented the repose for which she pined; I 
even felt that I dared not give myself up to a 
temporary oblivion, for which such a dreadful 
waking was reserved, and thus lose in slumber 
a part of the swiftly diminishing space that still 
separated me from despair. I lay, therefore, 
listening to the hum of nocturnal insects, and the 
monotonous sound made by the baris as it strug- 
gled through the impetuous current ; to which 
at intervals was added the wild cry of the hippo- 
potamus, which now emerging from the water, 
was hastening to renew his nightly depredations 1 . 

1 Speaking of the hippopotamus, Herodotus compares his 
cry to that of a horse, and in describing its form he is suffi- 
ciently minute. — See the Euterpe, chapter 71* Diodonis, when 

I 4 
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The stream, which ever as we advanced had be- 
come more violent, was now such as greatly to 
retard our course, and strained to the utmost the 
ropes by which we were towed against it The 
oxen accordingly relaxed their pace ; the drivers 
(perceiving that all in the vessel were inattentive 
to their movements) first made no effort to 
quicken their progress, and finally (having fixed 
the ropes with an instrument provided for that 
purpose) stopped altogether, and betook them- 
selves to rest without receiving opposition ; for 
the followers of Sabako were wrapped in slumber, 
and their prisoners could not regret the inter- 
ruption of a voyage which was hurrying them to 
the dungeon of despotism. 

" My attention had for some time been excited 
by the movements of the young Egyptian, who, 
seeming gradually to awake from a deep sleep, 
drew himself > by slow degrees, towards his female 
companion, yet with such art, that it appeared 
as if he was only restless ; for he sometimes ap- 

speaking of the same animal, says, that it frequently com- 
mitted great ravages at night in the fields, by trampling down 
the corn. 
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proached, then again receded, though I plainly 
saw he intended ultimately to reach her. Find- 
ing himself at last within half arm's length of 
his object, I saw him give an anxious glance at 
the two Ethiopians, who neither wholly erect, 
nor completely recumbent, showed by their closed 
eyes, and heavy breathings, that they were in no 
condition to observe his motions. Extending 
his hand, he now began to undo, with great dis- 
spatch and dexterity, the knots by which Misis 
was confined, she remaining still, and apparently 
insensible to what was passing. I had often seen 
him observe the guards with the utmost scrutiny, 
whenever they unbound and refastened the cord 
that secured the female captive, and I now com- 
prehended his reason. Having completed this 
part of his project, he once more threw around 
him a look that seemed to regard with suspicion 
the very motion of the water. I was the last to en- 
gage his notice, and not reading in my counte- 
nance the apathy depicted on those of the rest of 
us, he laid his finger on his lip, making at the same 
time a sign of entreaty. Here one of the Ethio- 
pians started, and laid his hand on his spear ; 
i5 
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this was evidently the effect of some dream, for 
his eyes remained closed; but I shall never for- 
get the expression of terror that agitated the 
features of Psammetichos, for it was he who was 
now before me. Every thing, however, was 
again tranquil, and gathering resolution either 
from hope or fear, he took off his sandals, and 
traversing the vessel with noiseless step, pos- 
sessed himself of some poles, together with a 
bow, a quiver of arrows, and a spear, which 
he proceeded to bind together with the fetters 
taken from Misis. 

"All this was executed in the deepest si- 
lence, and with incredible rapidity ; and whilst 
thus occupied, he often looked towards a certain 
star that gleamed with extraordinary lustre — 
probably that which had revealed his destiny. 
He next removed the sandals of Misis, who now 
for the first time showed signs of consciousness, 
and almost at the same instant stood by his 
side ; her limbs trembled as if unable to support 
her fragile form, and their thoughts (broken and 
distracted by uncertainty and conjecture) com- 
municated to their features the hue and the con- 
12 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



OF SABAKO. 179 

vulsions of a cataract Both, however, made a 
strong effort, and walked to that side of the baris 
where the poles, eta had been prepared. As 
they passed, the youth seized the torch, which 
he instantly quenched in the water, and by 
the light of the sky I saw them lower from the 
vessel die mass of wood, which die Egyptian 
retained with a piece of the cord, till Misis had 
entrusted herself to the stream. He then quit- 
ted the vessel; the current swept them rapidly 
away, leaving us in comparative darkness, and 
as I congratulated them on their wonderful 
escape, I exclaimed to myself, — they are armed, 
and at liberty ! 

" Midnight was now passed, and the bright- 
ness which soon overspread the eastern sky 
showed itself, to the captive and the oppressor, 
the harbinger of another day of tyranny and 
pain. The voice of imagination is often elo- 
quent, but it is always uncertain. I indeed con- 
templated the end of our journey with terror; 
but had I beheld in anticipation, as I now recal 
in memory, the scenes to which the setting sun 
would consign me — if the terrible but doubtful 
16 
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shadows of fear could have been converted into 
the substance of reality, and if the future had 
glared in all the distinctness of the past, I swear 
by him who lies in Philse x I would never have 
survived that hour. 

" The drivers of the oxen were the first to 
awake, and reflecting probably that their loss of 
time would be little agreeable to the Ethiopians, 
immediately recommenced their journey at a 
quick pace. Either the shock of our renewed 
motion, the increasing light, or the abatement of 
the weariness which had oppressed them, recalled 
our conductors one by one from sleep ; — they in- 
voluntarily gazed on us ; but the power of habit, 
together with their being newly awakened, pre- 
vented them from instantly discovering the dimi- 

1 Diodorus says, that Philse (an island of the Nile belong- 
ing to Egypt) was one of the spots where Osiris was said to be 
buried, and the historian adds, that the inhabitants of Thebes 
often employed the oath, " by him who lies in Philae ;" in 
other words, " by Osiris." It must be confessed, that if this 
form of speech was indeed promiscuously used, it can scarcely 
be reconciled with Warburton's idea, that the mystery not 
generally revealed was, that the gods of the ancients were only 
dead men deified. — See the second book of the divine legation 
of Moses. 
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nution of our number. At length, one of the 
two who had been the latest watchers the night 
before, started into perception, and was at the 
same time reprehended by his chief for not hav- 
ing as usual lit the torch. He replied, that he 
had done so, and had himself seen it burning a 
little before midnight. 

"'/That is strange,' (answered his superior) 
6 for it is not now in the socket : this must be 
investigated, and in the mean time hasten to 
re-bind the young Egyptian. But where has 
he hidden himself?' (he continued, in a voice of 
surprise and indignation,) * he shall mock us no 
longer.' 

" A search now commenced, of which I dreaded 
the consequence, since to narrow the expanse is 
but to increase the force of a torrent, and the 
cruelty which has been eluded by one of its vic- 
tims, is wont to act with double violence on those 
which remain. It was, in a word, a moment of 
extreme confusion. Happy was it for those who 
had suffered Psammetichos to remain unbound, 
that they had but followed the directions of their 
commander, or they would most certainly have fol- 
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lowed him down the stream. As it was, they did 
not escape the severest threats, and the rage of our 
chief (unable to confine itself to the baris) was dis- 
charged in a stream of invective on the ox-drivers, 
who were menaced with torture if we reached 
not the end of our voyage by the evening. But 
why should I dwell on these particulars? It is 
sufficient to say that Psammetichos and Misis 
were no where to be seen ; and that some of our 
party landed to seek them ; the vessel proceeded 
at an accelerated rate ; neither men nor animals 
felt, or at least displayed weariness, and at sun- 
set we quitted the Nile. 

" The means of rapidly transporting us inland 
were here ready, and having traversed one of the 
fertile spots (which are the precious gifts of our 
sacred river in that part of its course), we entered 
a sandy waste to the south of Egypt, where hu- 
man avarice and cruelty have added horror to the 
frown of desolation, and where (at the price of 
tears and blood) inestimable treasures are torn 
from the veins of the rock. Earth was still wrap- 
ped in darkness, when I was violently roused 
from a train of profound and feverish thought by 
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the gleam of fires, and shortly after by die noise 
of incessant strokes, which scorched and be- 
numbed the heart, like the glare of an inauspi- 
cious planet, or the shock of the etherial bolt; 
since they were the terrible tokens that we were 
approaching the gold mines. Vast masses of 
stone, and the momentary increase of light and 
din, fearfully confirmed our anticipations ; and 
we were soon in the midst of a hideous labyrinth 
composed of huge heaps of rock and burning em- 
bers, piled together in the greatest apparent con- 
fusion. Each fire was watched by two wasted 
forms that had once been human ; both were con- 
fined to the place they occupied, their eyes al- 
ternately fixed on the flame and on the ground, 
and their slightest movement suspiciously ob- 
served by four beings of ferocious aspect, each 
of whom grasped a lance and a ponderous club. 
The former seemed totally regardless of our 
approach ; of which circumstance, as they never 
turned their heads, they were probably ignorant, 
such was the clashing of enormous hammers, 
and falling fragments of burning rock, rolling 
from time to time, from the upper to the lower 
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part of the pile ; but the latter turned on us a 
glance of mingled derision and malignity ; and 
one of our conductors having addressed them in 
their own language, those four broke out into a 
laugh that was heard above the roar of flame, and 
the percussion of rock and iron. One of them 
now snatched a brand from the fire nearest him, 
and having waved it three times in the air, there 
issued from some quarter of that blazing wilder- 
ness a troop in every respect resembling those al- 
ready described ; one of these held a short confer- 
ence with the chief of the Ethiopians, who having 
consigned us to the former, departed with his 
train. 

" Alas, my prince, how infinite is grief ! While 
life shall last, let no mortal triumph as if he had 
already suffered the utmost; the shafts of des- 
tiny are as various as they are unerring, — each is 
headed with a different point, and can pene- 
trate the soul to a greater or less depth, there to 
awaken its own peculiar torture, and extinguish 
some hope whose value is first perceived by its 
loss. Thus it was with us: the followers of 
Sabako had deprived us of liberty, and had hur- 
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ried us into exile and woe : we had encountered 
their glances with horror as we floated on the 
Nile, and regarded them as the willing instru- 
ments of oppression, yet now (that having re- 
signed us to these ruffians of the mines) they 
were about to withdraw, the terror they had oc- 
casioned was eclipsed by superior ferocity, and 
the gloom of the past was lost in the blackness 
of the present. 

"Those to whom we were now committed, 
eyed us for a moment with attention, probably 
with a view of determining the service of each ; 
then exchanging a few words, proceeded to con- 
duct us by a serpentine path among those vast 
fires, all watched as above described, where 
masses, like small crags, were exposed to the 
heat which prepares them for the hammer. 
With these burning piles were mingled great 
heaps of stone, round each of which several vic- 
tims were stationed, confined and guarded as 
the former, two of whom raised (with vast and 
united toil) an iron mallet of amazing size and 
weight, which falling with resistless force, shat- 
tered the substance beneath it, amid a cloud of 
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dost and a flash of sparks. We could observe 
the faces of few, so close was their order, and 
so intently were their eyes fixed downwards as 
if shunning the sight of their tyrants : yet they 
who did meet our gaze as we passed, might well 
have excited the pity of all save those whose 
hearts were harder than the rock scattered around 
them. In the greater number, the vigour of 
life seemed to have long faded, not through the 
natural decay of age, but the violence of ca- 
lamity ; others, however, appeared like ourselves 
to have been newly condemned to that place of 
sorrow, and in these the flower of youth was 
not wholly blasted. The garments of the greater 
part were tattered and squalid, and some wore 
scarcely any' dress : yet all continued their la- 
bour, and it was dreadful to behold the apathy 
apparent in some of their countenances, as they 
were revealed to us by the glare of the flames. 

" Another group here presented itself, Con- 
sisting entirely of women of every age, and old 
men, who thus mingled together by distress in a 
dreadful union, worked mills, in which the small 
pieces of marble that are constantly supplied by 
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those who wield the hammer, are ground into 
powder, from which the golden particles are 
afterwards separated by light sponges 1 , in order 
to be thrown into the melting vessels* A troop 
of savages, each brandishing a scourge, inces- 
santly pressed these tasks. Youth and beauty, 
age and decrepitude, here languish undistin- 
guished, and unpitied; the tattered clothing of 
some, scarcely hung round their emaciated limbs, 
and the greater part even wanted this wretched 
protection. Fathers see here their once bloom- 
ing children involved in the calamity with them- 

1 The separation of the golden from the stony particles was 
thus effected. When the smallest pieces to which the marble 
was reduced had been ground in mills, the powder was thrown 
upon a stone table slightly inclined, which done, water was 
poured upon the whole, and the stone being lighter than the 
gold was carried off by the fluid, as it descended the inclined 
plane. The stream was renewed again and again till the 
earthy particles being as much as possible remoyed, the pro- 
cess was completed by the application of light sponges, when 
the gold dust was finally put into earthen vessels to be melted. 
It may not be improper to add for the sake of perspicuity, 
that according to Diodorus the larger masses of marble rock 
were exposed to the action of fire, in order to prepare them 
for the hammer. There was, probably, some rule by which it 
was determined what fragments should be at once broken for 
the mills, and what should be first committed to the fire. 
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selves, and daughters behold their sires worn 
out by toil, and falling around them, yet unable 
to support each other, or even to close in death 
the eyes that are dearest to them. Our senses 
appalled, and our sight blasted by those scenes 
of wretchedness, we passed forward till we 
reached an open space, which we had scarcely 
begun to traverse, when we heard a loud outcry, 
which seemed a lamentation mixed with a shout, 
so terrible and mournful was it : it was, how- 
ever, as short as it was shrill, and when it ceased, 
we heard a sound resembling a distant torrent, 
except that it was far more rough. This also 
ceased, when the same cry was renewed, and 
again followed by a similar rushing; so that 
astonished and horror struck, we stopped for a 
moment, and looked around us as far as the 
glimmering of the fires (which we had left at 
no great distance) would enable us. But our 
efforts were vain : those sounds of terror were 
indeed repeated, yet we saw nothing before us - 
save the sandy plain, when a blow given by one 
of our conductors to the hindermost of our party, 
reminded us that we were ourselves numbered 
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amongst those whose lot we deplored. We ac- 
cordingly proceeded along our melancholy path, 
the stars still shining above us with a serenity 
which silently reproved the violence of mortals : 
the ceaseless noise of hammers, mingled with 
that shout of terror, the obscurity of night around 
us, and our hearts alone agitated by the dread- 
ful uncertainty to which of the many woes here 
collected we were to be consigned. We now 
perceived (directly in front) a steep acclivity, at 
the foot of which stood a multitude of half-clad 
emaciated beings, who were busied in col- 
lecting stone on certain barrows, and carrying 
them to some distance, where, having given 
them to others, they returned to the hill. The 
fragments of rock about which they were em- 
ployed, were supplied from the summit, where 
a similar crowd was assembled, who at intervals 
poured them down in a broad and rapid stream, 
raising the cry above described, as a signal when- 
ever that stony cataract was about to descend. 
This happened just as we arrived: a thousand 
voices were raised at once. Great Osiris ! how 
shall I describe the thrill of distress with which 
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our bosoms were transfixed ? The cry was in 
general without articulation, though in a tone of 
extreme agony: yet words occasionally min- 
gled with it; for there were who availed them- 
selves of this shout to utter in their own 
language a prayer, a lamentation, or a curse, 
which expressed, and might perhaps relieve for 
a moment the insupportable weight of their grief. 
Then came the torrent of rock discharged by 
innumerable hands; the various fragments of 
every size and shape, rolling over each other 
with a violence which seemed to threaten de- 
struction to all below, and with a sound which 
discoursed loudly of waste and tyranny. We 
were directed to ascend the hill by a path some- 
what less steep than the rest: no stones were 
here thrown down, though they repeatedly swept 
by us on either side with a rapidity which made 
us doubt that the path we were pursuing might 
not be exempt from their career. We had no 
sooner reached the brow of the hill, than we 
began to descend on the other side, and soon 
perceived a vast chasm, to the entrance of which 
the declivity we were traversing directly con- 
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ducted us : it seemed to open into the side of a 
mountain; and the unhappy crowd (many of 
whom were children) that issued from it laden 
with heaps of marble, too clearly demonstrated 
that this was the immediate ingress to the mines. 
Day had begun to break when we first passed 
that gloomy portal : but in those regions of de- 
solation, the hour of darkness and of dawn passes 
alike unheeded, alike unmarked by the mitiga- 
tion or the renewal of labour : all is one long 
day of calamity, only to be terminated with the 
life of each victim, since the avarice and violence 
of man (which there reign) are malignant planets 
that never set. We continued our downward 
course for some time, the excavation still nar- 
rowing, and the descent ever becoming more 
prone, till we arrived at a level space, where 
multitudes of boys, doomed to share the slavery 
of their parents, were engaged in collecting 
masses from all qiiarters, and having conveyed 
them up the path we had just descended, pour 
them down the hill in the manner already 
mentioned. No interchange of labour is for 
a moment permitted, for cruelty is too keen- 
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sighted not to have discovered that variety even 
in calamity renders it more tolerable : the mi- 
serable youths who collect the marbles within 
the excavation, are for ever engaged in ascend- 
ing and descending the steep access to the mines ; 
and they who, at the foot of the hill on the other 
side, receive the fragments, are always occupied 
in carrying them to those who break them into 
still smaller pieces, so as to fit them for the 
mills. 

" Thus are all ages and both sexes oppressed 
alike by the hand of tyranny : the strongest are 
reserved for the hardest labour, and those whose 
toil is less, are less able to contend with it: 
the grief of all is thus equal, and the fair 
flower of life blasted (almost from its open- 
ing to its closing hour) by the same pitiless 
storm. 

" Such were my reflections as we paused for 
a moment within the levelled space, from which 
several passages ran off in different directions, 
whence proceeded the same dreadful sounds 
mixed with lights, some glimmering as from a 
great distance, others apparently in our imme- 
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diate vicinity. After a short conference, our 
conductors caused us to enter one of those pas- 
sages, in which however neither a ray of light 
nor any noise was to be seen or heard. Our 
guards would no longer suffer us to go forwards 
in the order we had hitherto observed : one of 
the former entering the excavation by the side 
of each Egyptian, whereas they had as yet 
driven us before them in a body, two or three 
of their party leading the way. We accordingly 
began to advance, the path winding at every 
step and intercepted by several others, some- 
times narrower, sometimes wider, but so infi- 
nitely complicated in its turnings that we were 
astonished at the facility with which they were 
traversed by our guides. The flickering of the 
torch carried by the latter was brightly reflected 
by the marble rock above, below, and around 
us, and in the glitter of the golden veins it con- 
tained was revealed, by characters of fatal bril- 
liance, the countless treasure, which had for 
ages allured the footstep of mortals to these 
obscure recesses. Having proceeded some dis- 
tance, we again beheld light, and heard the 
vol. i. s. s. K 
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strokes of hammers, which were reverberated 
through that labyrinth by a thousand echoes ; 
and the passage soon after greatly expanding, 
we once more stopped, and our conductors rais- 
ing a shout, we were met by two more of the 
same race, who after a short discourse with their 
countrymen, led us a few steps, then by a cir- 
cuitous path a little to the right, which at length 
widening considerably, disclosed the most ap- 
palling scene we had yet witnessed, even in a 
place of which sorrow seemed the natural in- 
habitant. 

" Before us lay three human forms : one was 
already dead, and the others apparently in the 
last state of exhaustion : the feet of all three were 
bound with chains to huge weights, several iron 
wedges, three hammers, and as many pick-axes 
of an enormous size were scattered near them ; 
and an almost extinguished torch (fastened to 
the rock) was shedding its last rays on their 
faces, two of which bore the impress of decay 
and suffering ; whilst the third (which was that of 
one who yet treads the terrible confine between 
life and death) revealed the presence of that 
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heart-bom monster, whose existence is the me- 
mory of past crime. A little to the left, and at 
the end of a short passage which here commenced, 
two other Egyptians, fettered as above described 
yet wielded their ponderous tools, though with 
the utmost difficulty ; and at the extremity of a 
similar path on the right, we saw four more dead 
bodies near two contiguous niches, all surrounded 
by wedges, etc. like the first-mentioned three. 
We recoiled involuntarily from the spectacle be- 
fore us, and still more from the dreadful idea that 
this was to be the place of our captivity ; that we 
were here to succeed those unhappy ones who 
were stretched around us ; and that the duration 
of our woe was to be coeval with that of life. 
Little time, however, was allowed us for reflection: 
seven of our party were immediately commanded 
by one of the savages of the mines (who accom- 
panied some words with many gestures) to fasten 
ropes, with which they were provided, to the bodies 
of the Egyptians, not excepting those who, though 
fallen, were yet alive; their fetters were then un- 
clasped, and the deputed seven, femong whom I 
was included, began to drag, each, one of his coun- 
k 2 
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trymen, through several passages in the direc- 
tion pointed out to us. It fell to my lot to exe- 
cute this order on him whom I have already de- 
scribed as wearing so terrible an aspect in death, 
and when I began to perform my mournful of- 
fice, he threw on me a glance of infinite scorn 
and rage, whilst all the remaining energies of 
his nature seemed concentrated in his eyes : I 
ventured to whisper, 

" ' It is not I who torment thee ; since the 
weapon that has been employed in a thousand 
murders is as guiltless as when it lay (without 
shape) in its native darkness: he who wields it 
is alone polluted.' 

" I know not whether he forgave my involun- 
tary violence ; for with that last l6ok of malig- 
nity he expired ; and it seemed as if his spirit 
had been poured forth through the organ of vi- 
sion, and had there become visible to the human 
sense. After traversing several windings, we 
arrived at the place which is the destined recep- 
tacle of those who die in the mines; a great 
number of pits (which appeared bottomless) 
every where perplexed our path ; great masses of 
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stone, some wholly, some partly dislodged from 
the living rock, together with niches of more or 
less depth, seemed to indicate that this had been 
the scene of the labours of a past age, which had 
exhausted the treasures here contained. Every 
thing bore the stamp of confusion and horror ; 
yet in the midst of this desolation the hope 
sprung up which softened my captivity, and 
finally led me to freedom. 

" Hitherto we had been wholly directed by 
torches through the eternal darkness of those 
caverns, but on reaching this spot, I clearly 
saw daylight issuing from an aperture in one 
side of the vast chamber of sepulchres in which 
we stood. The ray indeed was faint, as if 
from a distance, or broken with many turn- 
ings; yet it came from the sky — it reminded 
me that I was not cut off from nature — it 
showed that our prison was not without egress — 
it spoke of liberty. Momentary, though eager, 
was the glance I turned on this opening ; for 
whilst I felt I could escape by no other, I 
dreaded to awake the suspicion of our guards, 
by seeming to make it the object of my scru- 
k 8 
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tiny. I even avoided the glare of the torches, 
and bent my eyes on the ground as though in 
the deepest despair, lest the secret of my 
thoughts should be revealed on my countenance. 
There was in truth abundantly sufficient to 
blacken the scene before me, when I beheld the 
seven bodies of my countrymen thrown into one 
of those abysses without passing under the 
sacred hands of the embalmer, without lamen- 
tation, and without offering the prayer 1 which 
propitiates the gods below. 

" We were instantly hurried back to the place 
from whence we came, and being chained to the 
spot our unhappy predecessors had occupied, were 
commanded (as they had been) to break the mar- 
ble with wedges and hammers ; the same barba- 
rians incessantly urging our labour with the same 
short interval of repose, and scanty allowance of 
food, which prolongs the sufferings it does not mi- 
tigate. Yet though the plan I had conceived for 

1 The body being embalmed, and all things ready for 
committing it to the sepulchre, a solemn prayer was pro- 
nounced entreating the gods below to receive the dead into 
their world, and to impute his sins not to the soul but to the 
body. 
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escaping was crude and unsettled, though even 
the first step appeared beyond my reach, and 
though difficulty and uncertainty every where 
opposed themselves, my situation was no longer 
completely wretched, because I was not bereft of 
hope. Time passed on without any means o^ 
ascertaining its lapse ; I still revolved the pro- 
ject of my flight, and still Saw fresh obstacles 
arise to forbid it. Meanwhile our grief became 
yet more insupportable, since monotony (which 
tarnishes even pleasure) increased each moment 
the unhappiness of our condition. 

" Why should I describe the nature of that 
toil, or dwell on a scene which will for ever 
oppress my memory ? By the light of torches 
fixed to the rock before us, we were compelled 
to cleave the solid marble, not in a straight di* 
rection, but as we were led by the glitter of the 
gold it contained; and when with infinite labour 
we had cut out the most brilliant masses within 
our reach, the blocks to which our feet were 
fastened were advanced into the cavity we had 
formed. The pieces thus hewn out were col- 
lected by the younger captives mentioned above, 
k 4 
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to be poured down the declivity which I shall call 
the hill of lamentation* I need not, however, 
pursue these details to the monarch of Egypt ; 
it may suffice to say, that (in those vast dun- 
geons) endless night involves many, hopeless 
"captivity all ; that the destruction of life is rapid 
and incessant ; that the approach of death is 
cruel, though gradual, yet that this event is 
justly there regarded as the only refuge from a 
still more intolerable life. Most of my com- 
panions soon began to sink beneath the effect of 
our tremendous toil, whilst, either from a su- 
periority of constitution, or the* idea (however 
imperfect) of escaping, enabled me to struggle 
with the calamities which surrounded me. Yet 
that emancipation might long have remained an 
object of hope alone, had not circumstances 
arisen which (while they cast additional horror 
over our situation) became instrumental to my 
deliverance. We had been some time in cap- 
tivity, when I observed something like conster- 
nation in the countenances of our guards. One 
of their party frequently went away, and re- 
turned after a short interval, and they often re- 
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peated to each other words, the import of which 
seemed to cause anxiety. According to the 
regulations of the mines, two prisoners always 
worked at the same point, the scanty proportion 
of food and rest being allotted to each, while the 
other laboured. All these pairs carried on their 
respective excavations as above described, so that 
it must often have happened, that with the 
exception of his fellow-sufferer, each captive 
(doomed to wander onwards in a labyrinth of his 
own forming) was for ever separated from his 
countrymen. Every two were still followed by 
four of the savages, who deepened the gloom of 
those recesses ; who with eyes that cannot weep, 
and hearts that cannot sigh, regard their victims 
with unmixed and unvaried malignity; not a 
whisper is permitted to pass between the latter, 
nor does the slightest change or mitigation of 
their toil for a moment take place, whilst the 
sorrow that there reigns is for ever confined in 
silence to the heart it cankers. 

" Such, great Anysis, is the region to which 
the justice or cruelty of the monarchs of Miz- 
raim has for ages sentenced thousands of their 
k 5 
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subjects — a place where tyranny has often in- 
volved innocence with guilt, and where the 
darkest crimes are more than expiated." 

" Thy story makes me tremble ;" (said the 
prince) " and whilst I see abundant cause for 
thy change of aspect since we last met, I thank 
Osiris that I have doomed none to the wretched- 
ness of which thou speakest : and that the fierce 
Sabako (if he has driven me from my throne) 
has saved me from condemning any of the chil- 
dren of the Nile to woe of which till now I had 
no conception. But proceed with thy narra- 
tion, that, as I have wept at the sufferings, I may 
rejoice at the deliverance, of my follower. " 

" The wilderness, no less than the garden," (re- 
sumed the stranger) " hath productions of value 
proper to itself: the rushing stream and the 
towering palm diffuse coolness and shade amid 
the desert, and the traveller who to-day leaves 
his momentary track in the sand, may repose to- 
morrow ill the midst of verdure and tranquillity. 
The same sun which scorches the plains of the 
south, there kindles the inestimable gem, and 
fills with fragrance the veins of innumerable 
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plants; and the same mysterious power often 
entwines the flowers of happiness with the 
tangled brakes of human calamity. 

" According to the law already mentioned, 
I, together with the Egyptian by whom I 
was accompanied, had carried on our particu- 
lar path, till we were so far separated from 
the rest of our companions, that the noise of 
their hammers was no longer audible; and 
we had in this manner hewn out our devious 
way, till the time when (as I have already 
related) alarm appeared to have taken posses- 
sion of our guards. 

" Unremitting severity had ever been em- 
ployed in the exaction of our labour, and I was 
therefore greatly astonished when our fetters 
were suddenly unfastened, and the command 
given to lay down our tools, and proceed on some 
unknown errand through the passages of the 
mines. Two of our guards leading the way, and 
two following us, we once more began to thread 
the inexplicable wilderness of rock, utterly ig- 
norant as to what was to be the nature of our 
next employment, when, having walked some 
k 6 
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distance, we heard deep groans, which seemed 
to indicate the last struggle of mortal agony. 
We however met with no one — those sounds of 
distress were left behind, and we were hurrjed 
forward to a point from whence several exca- 
vations ran off, the termination of some of which 
was within sight, each with its torch fastened to 
the rock ; in others, the light was scarcely visible, 
and there were some where the eye was lost in 
darkness. The clank of fetters, the strokes of 
hammers, and the occasional fall of loosened frag- 
ments of marble, resounded from many ; but in 
some death had triumphed over oppression, and 
we were directed to remove the bodies they con- 
tained. We accordingly began our office ; and 
on arriving at the region of pits, encountered 
several other prisoners occupied like ourselves, 
many of whom were but little to be distinguished 
from the lifeless forms that lay around them : 
some dropped before our eyes on the dead they 
were dragging along, and were instantly preci- 
pitated with the latter into one of those abysses 
which yawned beneath us. A corrupted vapour 
breathed around; our eyes were appalled by 
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such an assemblage of wretchedness, and I know 
not how any sustained that hour. For my part, 
the stream of light which had nourished the first 
hope of liberty, alone enabled me to endure it; — 
but let me hasten to the conclusion of my story. 

" We were again hurried from the graves 
through fresh windings, every where to encoun- 
ter heaps of dead, whom we were commanded to 
drag to interment; and this office we continued 
for some time, without returning to break the 
marble. 

" The secret was now discovered ; nature had 
arisen to vindicate her rights and snatch her 
children from woe : a malignant pestilence had 
evidently broken out, and was hourly rescuing 
hundreds from the grasp of tyranny. Fear was 
universally depicted on the features of the sa- 
vages of the mines, and the marks of disease 
(visible in several of the latter) showed that this 
terror was not groundless. 

"I observed that the guards were far less 
numerous; and as time went on (our dreary 
occupation continuing) they were still more 
thinned, either by the contagion or the fear of it 
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My companion had fallen a prey to the disorder, 
and had been succeeded by another, whose daring 
countenance determined me to associate him in 
my attempt to escape. Availing myself, there- 
fore, of a momentary opportunity, I whispered 
to him, 

" « Reserve as much as possible of thy food 
when the hour of refreshment comes,— act with 
me, be silent, and we may both be at liberty.' 

" I had scarcely received from him a sign of 
acquiescence, when one of those by whom we 
'were watched threw on us a keen and suspi- 
cious glance, and at the same time pronounced 
words which signified that we should hasten our 
work, a command which was interpreted by 
some strokes from the tremendous lash he bran- 
dished. I had frequently heard this individual 
addressed by his companions with the name of 
Okmed ; it was not long since he had been ap- 
pointed to guard us, but during that short period 
he had given many proofs of surpassing cruelty, 
joined to the most unwearied watchfulness. His 
figure was muscular, tall and meagre, fierceness 
and resolution were predominant in his coun- 
12 
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tenance, and of all others he seemed best cal- 
culated to walk with impunity in the midst of a 
mortal infection. Our slightest movement was 
food for his suspicion. I had with difficulty 
snatched a moment to communicate my thoughts, 
and I deeply regretted that it was against such 
an antagonist I had to endeavour to execute my 
plan. I, however, felt that there was no time 
to be lost : the rapidity of the contagion seemed 
hourly increasing, — a circumstance which, whilst 
it hastened my determination, rendered it more 
practicable, by reducing the number of those by 
whom we were observed. I and my companion 
were dragging each a body towards the gulph 
of the dead, when (as we approached it) our 
attention was arrested by two other captives, 
whom wq had before seen working the rock in 
that direction, though evidently struck by the 
pestilence. They were now fallen, and two of 
our guards (one of whom was Okmed) instantly 
proceeded towards a spot at no great distance, 
(whence the strokes of hammers were audible,) 
probably to call those who were there labouring 
to drag away the last-mentioned dead. Their 
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dread of themselves touching the bodies was 
plainly the cause of this movement, which pre* 
sented the critical but the only fit moment for 
attempting my project The two who yet 
guarded us were alone present, for it was not 
the practice of those who watched the labourers 
during that time of danger to remain near their 
victims an instant after they had been seized by 
death. Life and destruction, liberty and tor- 
ture, were before me at that dreadful crisis, and 
they appeared separated from each other by a 
narrow and almost viewless path. Whispering 
a few words to my companion, we seized the 
ponderous instruments lately wielded^ by the 
wretches who lay extended before us, and turn- 
ing on our guards with the fury of despair, laid 
them at our feet with a single blow : one of them 
uttered a loud cry as he fell, which was imme- 
diately echoed in thunder by Okmed, whilst the 
swiftly-approaching torch announced that he 
would speedily be present 

" ' Be bold, and follow me, or we are lost for 
ever,' (I exclaimed,) and at the same time taking 
a path already frequently traversed, began a 
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devious and rapid course amongst numerous and 
profound excavations, from several of which wag 
exhaled the breath o£ corruption. One false 
step would have been instant death; yet we 
were obliged to proceed with the utmost celerity, 
for the implacable Okmed, who had given the 
alarm to many of his associates, was on our 
track : but the same ray of daylight which had 
at first kindled my hope was in our front, and 
I rejoiced (on approaching the fissure) to per- 
ceive that at its entrance at least it was wider 
than I had anticipated. 

" We were fast nearing the cleft, yet our pur- 
suers evidently gained on us, and the hurried 
glance we ventured to throw at them discovered 
six uplifted spears, whilst Okmed in a scream of 
rage commanded one who was as yet at some 
distance to hasten to him with a bow and quiver. 
At this moment we arrived at the brink of a 
vast chasm which extended far on either hand, 
but on the other side of which appeared the end 
of our toil. 

44 * We may not venture to take a circuit,' (I 
said,) c we must cross this gulph or perish.' 
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" At these words a jatelin from one of our 
pursuers passed over us, and fell into the exca- 
vation. 

" c Our foes themselves point out our escape,' 
(I continued,) and with a preternatural exertion 
leapt the abyss, followed by my companion. 

" « Light ! light ! Osiris is victorious P we ex- 
claimed together. Words of fury were at the 
same time pronounced by Okmed, accompanied 
with signs of tremendous import to the bearer 
of the bow, who (apparently overcome by fear) 
made such speed that he missed his footing 
whilst threading that labyrinth of graves, and 
thus saved us from certain destruction, for had 
he reached Okmed with the weapons he carried, 
all our efforts would have been vain. We had 
now gained the fissure, yet we still seemed 
struggling with destiny : our hunters had arrived 
at the last mentioned pit, and six javelins were 
launched at us from thence ; they again missed 
their design, for heaven loves not to prosper 
tyranny; and Okmed (darting a look of in- 
effable scorn at one of his associates, who was 
beginning to circle round the gulph) bounded 
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over the chasm, together with four of his fol- 
lowers, two of whom reached not the opposite 
brink, but were precipitated to eternal darkness. 
We were, however, still outnumbered by our 
pursuers, and what was worse, their agility evi- 
dently surpassed our own: each instant they 
approached us nearer, we having to explore an 
untrodden and unknown path, broken at every 
step by unexpected obstacles, which we were 
obliged to remove or surmount, whilst they fol- 
lowed our footsteps with the utmost rapidity, by 
the way we ourselves had cleared. I averted 
my head; a hideous grin of derision overspread 
the features of Okmed, who was not half a jave- 
lin's cast from us. 

" * W$ are undone !' (whispered my compa- 
nion). 

" * Let us mount this steep,' (I replied) 
' there is more light on its summit' 

" With these words we redoubled our exer- 
tions, and at length reached the top of a preci- 
pitous ascent Okmed and his associates had 
already half scaled it, when, just as we had 
gained the proposed point, I felt a fragment of 
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rock give way beneath my feet; I, however, 
made good the summit, and said to my com- 
panion, 

«' i Aid me, and we are safe ! This mass 
is loose, — let us roll it upon yonder hounds, 
methinks it will check their activity.' 

" The plan was instantly adopted; we applied 
our force to the crag, the strength of despair 
was in our efforts, and it was invincible; the 
rock fell with headlong impetuosity, and a shriek 
of agony told us our tyrants were no more. Our 
way was still long and perplexed, but we were 
delivered from the fear of immediate pursuit: 
we took the farther precaution of so placing two 
other loose masses we encountered, as to form a 
very serious barrier to any who might endeavour 
to follow us, and at length, after much toil, 
emerged from our dungeons into open day. 

" With infinite delight we looked around from 
the lofty eminence to which the outlet had con- 
ducted us. Already the clank of fetters and the 
darkness of a living sepulchre had faded to a 
dream of terror; but when (on turning our eyes 
in a certain direction) we beheld, at some dis- 
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tance, the gleam of those fires which surround 
the entrance of the mines, when reality or fancy 
burthened the passing gale with the mournful 
shout from the hill of lamentation, we felt that 
though free we were not in safety, and that 
a long continuance of good fortune was neces- 
sary to extricate us from the peril in which 
we were involved. Day was fortunately declin- 
ing, and we resolved to wait till nightfall before 
we farther prosecuted our escape, travel as far 
as possible under favour of darkness, and shroud 
ourselves from human observation in the garb 
of indigence, — a project which was greatly 
aided by the squalid appearance we made after 
our dreadful captivity. 

" With indescribable emotion we watched the 
setting sun, and when the stars appeared we set 
forward with breathless speed in the direction of 
the Nile, by following which, we were secure at 
least of a supply of water. Our natural powers 
were augmented by fear, and we reached the 
river by the dead of night, when the light of a 
torch discovered to us a small baris, fastened to 
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the bank on which we stood. A single Egyp- 
tian was stretched at full length within it, the 
wooden frame 1 and stone were already fastened 
in their place, and it was evident to us that the 
above individual was waiting for one or more 
companions, who would probably soon arrive, to 
gain as much as possible by the coolness of the 
hour. We reflected for a moment, and simul- 
taneously came to the same determination, 
namely, to seize the baris, and thus ensure a 
rapid conveyance. The Egyptian was, indeed, 
an obstacle, but after some hesitation, we re- 
solved to make him an involuntary accomplice; 
and having entered the vessel without awaken- 
ing him, we let down the frame and weight, 
loosened the cords which slightly secured the 
baris, and whilst my companion went to the 

1 When the Egyptian vessel named baris was about to de- 
scend the Nile, a kind of wooden hurdle attached to a cord 
was thrown into the water from the head of the vessel, and a 
perforated stone, fastened to another cable, was let down from 
the stern to the bottom of the river. The hurdle being carried 
away by the stream, towed the baris after it, and the stone 
dragging at the bottom served to regulate her course. See 
Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 96. 
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rudder, I drew a dagger which was lying near 
me, and took my station in silence by the still 
unconscious Egyptian. 

" We had shot down the stream for half an 
hour, when the latter began to move, but he 
had scarcely opened his eyes, when he was on 
the point of closing them for ever, from the 
fright he experienced on seeing me (with the 
ghastly appearance I undoubtedly wore) point- 
ing a dagger at his breast. 

" 6 If thou wouldst live another moment,' (I 
said) ' swear by Osiris to obey us; resistance 
will be fatal: but shouldst thou comply with my 
demand, I promise thee the baris with all it con- 
tains, if we arrive in safety at the point we desire 
to reach.' 

" He hesitated; and for an instant I observed 
in his face the contest between fidelity, hopeless 
fidelity and interest. Few would have declined 
my offer, — he was not of the number, and imme- 
diately took the oath proposed. 

" We pursued our course without intermis- 
sion; and on reaching Thebes, I took the reso- 
lution of visiting my friend the physician. He 
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recognized me through every disguise with 
which calamity had invested me, and started, as 
at the sight of one risen from the dead. When, 
however, the first surprise was over, having 
heard a hasty outline of my adventures, he told 
me that the ferment (which had succeeded the 
discovery of the conspiracy) had subsided, but 
at the same time pressed my instant departure 
northwards, observing that there might be others 
in the city of Ammon as apt at recognition as 
himself; and reminding me, that should the real 
owner of the baris I had seized arrive at Thebes 
before I had left it, considerable danger might 
accrue from that circumstance. He informed 
me that Sabako was now at Memphis, super- 
intending preparations for an attack on the 
marshes; and having supplied me, at my request, 
with three Ethiopian dresses, and put into my 
hands some valuables I had deposited with him, 
(to which he added this ring, once worn by the 
great Nekos, and which he had purchased from 
an Ethiopian) he took leave of me. 

" We immediately recommenced our voyage, 
and arrived without accident at the city of Vul- 
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can, where I resolved, at all hazards, to pene- 
trate, by some means, the designs of the court 
relative to the meditated invasion of the mo- 
rasses, and thus render some service to my king. 
The companion whom chance had allotted me 
entered with zeal into this determination, and 
moreover agreed with me in the expediency of 
compelling the Egyptian who had accompanied 
us to be our attendant, during our stay at Mem- 
phis, in order that we might thus be enabled to 
watch his movements, and make it more difficult 
for him to betray us, should he be so inclined. 
I, however, reflected, that the hope of reward 
has more weight with some characters than the 
fear of vengeance, and therefore rejoiced that 
the treasure I had brought from Thebes enabled 
me to promise him a considerable recompense, 
(besides the vessel) if he served us with diligence 
and fidelity. 

" I was much perplexed as to the best method 
of gaining access to the palace; but at length 
embraced the bold project of feigning myself 
and my companion two adventurers newly ar- 
rived from Ethiopia, and of offering to join 

VOL. I. S.S. L 
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the army now assembling by Sabako. Many 
such persons were constantly flocking to Egypt, 
from the south, eager to share the plunder of 
the conquered: my plan was thus the more 
practicable. The unhappy subjugation of our 
country had made me but too familiar with 
the language and manners of the invaders, and 
having disguised my face as much as possible, 
(a precaution also adopted by my associate,) we 
presented ourselves to the monarch, by whom 
we were favourably received, and ordered to ap- 
pear next day before Seuechos, who was de- 
puted by his father to inspect the reinforce- 
ments. This conference took place in the 
palace of the high priest of Vulcan : that pontiff 
had withdrawn with precipitation to the recesses 
of the shrine over which lie presided, on the 
first intelligence of the coming of Sabako to 
Memphis; and as I looked around the sacred 
mansion, blazing with the hateful splendour of 
the victorious Ethiopians, I shuddered at the 
thought of the vortex on the brink of which I 
stood. Imagine then, my consternation, great 
Anysis, when I was startled from these reflec- 

12 
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tions by a momentary but piercing glance, shot 
at me from behind a pillar in the apartment : I 
nevertheless derived some consolation from the 
circumstance, that my observer (whoever he 
might be) himself shunned observation ; and a 
iaint hope presented itself, that he who thus 
avoided the aspect of my foes was perhaps a 
friend : still the very air seemed pregnant with 
danger; the horrors of the mines rose before 
me, and I determined if I were arrested, rather 
to plunge into my body the spear with which I 
was armed, than again abandon jmyself to the 
will of tyranny. At the same time I roused my 
resolution to risk every thing, in order to gain 
an insight into the intentions of Sabako, and 
for the present procured apartments within the 
range of the pontifical palace. 

" The intense labour of body and mind, the 
nights of vigil, and the days of anxiety I had 
lately endured, might well render sleep a most 
welcome visitant : I had escaped from a hideous 
confinement, had already succeeded in gaining 
the confidence of Sabako, I was not far from the 
marshes, and was in the meantime in compara- 
l 2 
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tive security; yet an indescribable solicitude still 
hung about my heart, and though I stretched 
my limbs upon the couch, I hardly desired to 
sink into repose. But the power of the spirit 
over the body is limited, — my ideas faded one by 
one, and I had lain some time rather oppressed 
by languor than lulled to rest, when I awoke as 
from a troubled dream, and fancied I heard foot- 
steps in one of the long passages which every 
where traverse the mansion of the high priest. 
1 was convinced that the sound existed only in 
imagination, excited as it was by the late acci- 
dents of my life : I, however, listened involun- 
tarily, and began to doubt my self-deception; the 
tread was now distinctly audible, though appa- 
rently that of one fearful of being discovered : 
it evidently approached my apartment, and I 
had scarcely time to rise and grasp my spear, 
when the door opened, and by the lamp which 
burned in my chamber I saw before me the form 
of Psammetichos. Terror was instantly con- 
verted into delight, and a thousand questions 
crowded to my lips with regard to his wonderful 
escape, whilst we were yet floating on the Nile, 
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when he made a gesture of silence, and having 
gently closed the door, thus addressed me in a 
low but impressive voice. 

" 'This is no time (Misomis) to inquire 
or relate adventures, — the fate of Egypt's king 
has reached its crisis: Sabako knows that so 
long as Anysis lives his conquest is incomplete ; 
the marshes of the Delta and the valour of its 
inhabitants have long defended our monarch : 
but the Ethiopian has vowed his ruin, the army 
of the south has been greatly reinforced, rage 
at the past, and hope of the future, have sti- 
mulated him to gigantic exertions, and had I 
arrived at the city a day later, the reedy soli- 
tudes of the north would not have protected the 
ruler of Mizraim. Thrice happy was I to reach 
Memphis before the storm of invasion was poured 
upon the morasses. I represented to Sabako 
by my emissaries, that the best method of attack 
was to secure the assistance of the many bands 
of robbers l , .whom I described as ever ready to 

1 The morasses of the Delta afforded concealment to great 
numbers of robbers, who being acquainted with the paths by 
which the marshes might be traversed in safety, were here 

L 3 
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'follow the fortunate leader: they alone (Sabako 
was informed) were acquainted with the most 
accessible points, their alliance might easily be 
secured by donations, whilst their enmity would 
be a barrier which nothing could surmount My 
emissaries ended by drawing a frightful picture 
of the district where Anysis had taken refuge ; 
and even the proud victor of the south trembled 
at the thought of crossing, without a guide, re- 
gions where the ground is broken into oozy 
abysses, in which himself and his army might pe- 
rish by the most inglorious death, whilst the wild 
bird of the marsh would alone sing their funeral 
dirge. I was told that my management had 
been successful, and that the Ethiopian had re- 
solved to attempt gaining the friendship of the 
thieves : I accordingly redoubled my exertions, 
and collected in the neighbourhood of Memphis 
several of those hardy bands, some of whom, with 
treason on their tongue, and loyalty in their 
hearts, were introduced to Sabako, and offered 
him the services of the whole fraternity, affect- 
able to elude pursuit with peculiar facility. See the Ethiopian 
history by Heliodorus. 
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ing at the same time to complain bitterly of the* 
monarch of Egypt, who (they said) had dis- 
charged none of his engagements, and had in 
consequence lost the good will of their body. 

" * Everything succeeded to my wish : Sabako 
was liberal in his promises, and sanguine with 
regard to his alliance with the robbers ; whilst 
I contrived by various pretences to delay the 
invasion: I have, however, been unceasingly 
opposed by the wily Seuechos, and all my arti- 
fice can no longer put off an attack on the 
Delta : but my plans are now ripe for execu- 
tion; a considerable force is assembled in the 
vicinity of this city, the secret entrances of which 
(through the labyrinth connected with the fane of 
Vulcan) are at my disposal: fly then to Anysis; 
bid him hasten hither with a chosen band of his 
followers, leaving the rest to defend his retreat : 
tell him his faithful Egyptians ask his presence ; 
tell him he will find himself at the head of a 
warlike and numerous force, and will, without 
difficulty, be put in possession of one of the three 
capitals of Egypt, since Sabako intends imme- 
diately marching northwards with the bulk of his 
l 4 
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army. But his steps will be directed by false 
guides ; and when he shall have lost innumerable 
followers in the northern morasses, the relicts of 
his army will be easily repulsed by the brave 
partisans of Anysis.' 

" Thus speaking, he put into my hand this 
roll of papyrus, (which he said contained only 
hasty professions of zeal and loyalty,) and once 
more urging me to use the utmost despatch, 
withdrew from the chamber, whilst I (having 
awoke my companion) repaired to the river, 
embarked under favour of the darkness, and 
when morning dawned was far from the city of 
Vulcan, 

" Such, prince, is my story : nothing remark- 
able has since befallen me : the woes of the past 
are vanished. I have reached my king to bid 
him again rise in arms, array the fury of his 
injured country against an unjust usurper, and 
wash away the wrongs of Egypt with the blood 
of Sabako and his followers." 

" What thou hast related is wonderful," re- 
plied Anysis, " and when I reflect on the ad- 
ventures it unfolds, I am at a loss whether 
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most to be astonished at the violence of mortals 
or the goodness of the gods ; whether rather to 
tremble at the variety of calamities which per- 
plex our career, or to exult in the conviction 
that the songs of hope are ever mingled with the 
sighs of the wretched. 

" The reports which had reached us with re- 
gard to the fate of Psammetichos were as incon- 
sistent as they were terrible. We were told that 
he had fallen at Thebes, that he had been taken 
prisoner, that he had been drowned in the Nile, 
and yet led captive to the Nubian mines, that 
he was at liberty though in the utmost peril. 
We beheld him die, as it were, a thousand deaths, 
and have deplored again and again the fall of 
the greatest of Egypt's sons ; but thy narration 
has dispelled both our doubts and our grief, 
and cast a ray over the past, which softens the 
evils of the present hour, illumines the future, 
and shall warm the hearts of my followers to 
achieve the delivery of Mizraim. 

" The haughty invaders have seized our coun- 
try, but they have left us arms: this day, the call 
to vengeance shall resound in these solitudes, 
l 5 
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many warriors will even here obey the sum- 
mons, and to-morrow we will repair south- 
wards." 

Such was the result of the interview between 
Anysis and his last visitor. The latter hastened 
from the presence of the monarch to commence 
preparations, and the whole day was devoted to 
making every arrangement likely to give effi- 
cacy to a struggle from which such important 
consequences were expected. 

In the meantime the eastern stranger, whose 
vessel had the night before encountered that of 
the Egyptian, approached the city of Vulcan, 
and with his companion Nebron demanded ad- 
mittance to the presence of Sabako. The habit ' 
of each (which was of the most dazzling white- 
ness) descended to his feet, and each carried a 
staff, that of the former being ornamented by 
the figure of an eagle, that of the latter by a 
rose. A turban surmounted their flowing hair, 

1 The description here given of the Babylonian dress is 
taken from the Clio of Herodotus, chapter 195, where their 
under clothing is also mentioned, as consisting first of a linen, 
then of a woollen dress. 
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each wore a sealed ring, and a fragrant perfume 
breathed from their bodies. Their dress was 
evidently Babylonian, their appearance excited 
interest, and the Ethiopian king was immediately 
informed that two persons had arrived from the 
river Euphrates, requesting a conference with 
the prince of the south. They were instantly 
admitted into the palace, and one of them, who 
appeared more youthful than his companion, 
fixing on the Ethiopian an eye peculiarly in- 
telligent, with the aid of an interpreter spoke 
thus : " My name, great prince, is Belosis. I 
come from that ancient city, which shared with 
the proud Arbaces 1 the ruins of the empire of 

1 The two principal conspirators by whom the throne of 
Sardanapalus was overturned, were Arbaces a powerful Mede, 
and Belesis a priest of Babylon, who having at length achieved 
their object, divided between them the Assyrian empire, which 
had subsisted for more than a thousand years since the age 
of Ninus and Semiramis. On this division, Babylon, together 
with the countries of Arabia and Chaldea, was ceded to Be- 
lesis, and the rest, which included Nineveh, was given up to 
Arbaces. See the history of Assyria by Diodorus Siculus. 
See also the first book of Prideaux's Connexion of Sacred 
and Profane History, where we learn that Arbaces was the 
Tiglath-Pileser of Scripture, and that Belesis was the Nabo 
nassar from whom the famous era is named. 

L 6 
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Ninu8 : the mighty Merodac l is our ruler. I 
boast myself a Chaldean. I read with unerring 
skill the mysteries of the planetary * influence, 
and have thus the happiness of enjoying the 
confidence of my prince. I am now his am- 
bassador to thee, and am commissioned to offer 
thee his alliance : he has heard of thy power ; 
he knows that, issuing from the remotest south 
with a countless multitude, thou hast subdued a 
potent monarch, and he remembers that the 
aspirations of ambition are seldom moderated by 
success ; yet he reminds thee that none can pre- 
vail for ever against the vicissitudes of fortune : 
he points to Sardanapalus, the successor of in- 
numerable princes, beneath the shadow of whose 

1 Merodac was the son of Belesis, and king of Babylon at 
this time. See Prideaux. 

9 The order of Babylonians called Chaldeans, were famous 
in very early ages for their skill in astronomy, which science 
they in common with the rest of the ancient world endea- 
voured to make subservient to their desire of penetrating 
futurity, and we are told by Diodorus Siculus that they en- 
joyed the reputation of possessing great knowledge in astro- 
logy. We learn from the same historian that the Chaldeans 
came originally from Egypt, and brought thence their know- 
ledge of the heavenly bodies : the Babylonian priests belonged 
to this race. 
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rule Asia so long slept, and bids thee remember 
that conquerors are mortal. It is reported that 
thy followers are not satiated with victory, and 
that they burn to annex Babylon to their do- 
minions. If it be so, my king warns thee that 
the hazard at which thou wilt contend with him 
is not easily to be estimated. Shouldst thou 
vanquish our armies, swelled by the warlike 
sons of Arabia, a city of vast circuit will still 
receive us, whose walls defy the attacks of foes, 
and whose granaries contain food for nations. 
But should more than human prosperity attend 
thee, shouldst thou convert the banks of Eu- 
phrates into a wilderness, and should the ram- 
parts of Babylon fall before thee, still does my 
monarch remind thee of a name which now 
makes the east to tremble : need I say I mean 
the implacable Salmaneser, who threatens by his 
ambition and good fortune again to seize the 
empire of Ninus and Semiramis? It is against 
this king 1 that he invites thee to confederate 

1 Salmaneser, the king here spoken of, succeeded Arbaces 
on the throne of Nineveh. We learn from sacred history that 
his was a warlike reign, and we may easily guess from the 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



230 THE RETREAT 

with himself; if thou art wise, thou wilt accept 
this invitation ; for if I read those stars aright, 
by the intimations of which the tottering hopes 
of Arbaces were supported l , there is safety for 
thee and Babylon in no other course : but thou 
wilt haply scorn or suspect my counsel as the 
offspring rather of timidity than foresight, as the 
suggestions of policy rather than the admo- 
nitions of wisdom. If so, call around thee thy 
warriors, and leave the fertile valley of the Nile 



nature of things, that jealousies must have existed between 
the kingdoms of Babylon and Nineveh. In fact, Prideaux 
tells us that in the reign of Sennacherib, successor to Salma- 
neser, it appears from history that such jealousy really 
did exist See the first book of Prideaux* s Connexion of 
Sacred and Profane History, where that author speaks of the 
embassy sent by the king of Babylon to Hezekiah king of 
Jerusalem. 

1 After the rebellion broke out, which ended so fatally for 
Sardanapalus, that monarch displayed unexpected vigour : the 
rebels were vanquished again and again, and the confederacy 
would probably have been dissolved, and the whole design 
have failed, had it not been for the exertions of Belesis, one of 
the chief conspirators. That Chaldean read, or seemed to 
read in the aspect of the celestial luminaries the complete 
success of their enterprise, and such was his influence that he 
still sustained the courage of his party. See the history of 
Assyria by Diodorus Siculus. 
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far to the west ; yet remember that he, who, if 
report speaks truly, has long been unable wholly 
to vanquish an aged monarch and a broken 
army, may well pause ere he provoke the suc- 
cessor of Nabonassar. 

" But wherefore shouldst thou prefer the 
wrath to the friendship of my prince ? why must 
the Euphrates run purple with the blood of thy 
followers? why should the proud Salmaneser 
have the delight of beholding at strife the only 
powers capable of checking his career ? Let us 
combine against him, let us limit, perhaps share, 
his dominions, and when we shall repose in the 
palaces of the city of Ninus, we shall rejoice 
that confidence has prevailed over mutual sus- 
picion, and that the rancour of discord and the 
woe of subsequent ruin have been converted 
into unanimity and triumph." 

This speech of Belosis was received with pro- 
found attention, and Sabako read in the looks 
of the surrounding chiefs an approval of the 
. measure it proposed ; yet the complicated nature 
of the question, or the dignity of him who must 
decide it, precluded an immediate reply, and 
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the ambassador was ordered to be entertained 
at Memphis during its farther discussion. 

" Aid me, great Osiris," (said the stranger from 
the east to himself, as he paced one of the apart- 
ments allotted to him,) " sharpen my intellec- 
tual vision and confirm my resolution, that I may 
penetrate and disconcert the designs of our in- 
vader, and bid Anysis emerge from obscurity 
to a throne. O Egypt ! receive and recognize 
thy child, though disguised beneath the hateful 
garb of foreigners. O Misis ! thy warrior is 
returned, but what means this rash confidence in 
uncertainty ? Have the calamities of the last 
year passed over me in vain, that I thus hold 
converse with a gaudy vision? Yes ; we dream 
for ever, and the struggles that we make against 
the evils with which we are suddenly con- 
fronted, are but as the convulsive starts of the 
sleeper who shudders at the precipice over which 
fancy is about to hurl him. Our agony in 
both cases is unavailing : we are mentally dashed 
downwards by the one, and overpowered by the 
other. In this terrible feature alone are they 
dissimilar. We may awake from a dream of 
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unhappiness, whilst the torch of reason serves 
but too often to discover the depth of the ca- 
lamity from which it could not preserve us, 

" I spoke of Misis, and forgot that 1 had left 
her in a land of danger. I spoke of Misis, and 
forgot that being the daughter of the high-priest 
of Ammon, she was necessarily exposed to the 
utmost peril when the late conspiracy at Thebes 
was frustrated. Yet have comfort, Psammeti- 
chos, since her virtue may well ensure the pro- 
tection of the gods. But has the virtue of un- 
numbered Egyptians preserved them from Ethio- 
pian rancour ? I am lost in perplexity, and tor- 
tured by suspense. Oh ! that our mental gaze 
were less piercing than it is ; or that the roll of 
futurity were clearly displayed before it, that 
we might cease to indulge hopes that never shall 
be realized, and to tremble with causeless ap- 
prehension. Yet might not this increase our 
suffering, and often let in despair, an agony 
which now darkens not the destiny of man? 
Where art thou, Misis? where shall I seek thy 
track ? Has thy constancy enabled thee to dis- 
dain, and thy dexterity to elude tlje assaults of 
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enemies? Have the blandishments of seduc- 
tion, the weight of fetters, and the points of 
weapons been employed against thee in vain ? 
Oh ! inextinguishable and unfading hope, thou 
drawest thy very existence from fear, and thy 
voice is loudest in calamity. Reason is vainly 
summoned against thee; thou teachest us to 
contradict our conclusions by a train of unseen 
thoughts from thy inexhaustible kingdom. Thy 
whispers were heard in my breast when I was 
hurried by the fatal skill of Nebron from the 
massacre at Thebes, and thy instigation has 
recalled me from the Euphrates : if thou art 
sometimes delusive, thou art always lovely ; thou 
canst restring the nerves, and N obliterate the im- 
pression of a thousand woes. Be thou, then, still 
my consolation ! Speak to me of Misis, speak 
of my king and my country, and enable me to 
grapple with powers however great, and calmly 
to meet dangers however appalling." 

From these reflections the youth was roused 
by the entrance of Nebron, whose perturbed 
countenance and breathing were the evident 
tokens of some great and sudden terror. Being 
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interrogated with surprise as to the reason of this 
excitement, he thrice drew his hand before his 
restless eyes, as though he still laboured to shun 
the aspect of some tremendous object Pressed 
at length to speak, he exclaimed, in broken ac- 
cents, 

" Misis — the king: — Seuechos — the dead live 
again, and the living are undone by treachery." 

" What mean these enigmas ?" (replied the 
young Egyptian) "what of Misis? Speak, 
I charge thee. I may endure suspense no 
longer." 

"Listen then, and tremble," said Nebron, 
with a violent effort : " yet I would we were in 
the heart of the desert, since solitude is the only 
refuge for suspicion such as mine. 

" As had been agreed between us, I mingled 
this evening with some of the inferior officers of 
the palace, attended by Hermon the interpre- 
ter, as if anxious to make every inquiry with 
respect to the customs of Egypt I remembered 
and strictly practised your injunction, to listen 
to the conversation of the Ethiopians, without 
seeming to comprehend a word they uttered. 
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I even inquired concerning the war, which, I 
said, I understood was yet undecided between 
Sabako and the Egyptian monarch; but it 
was all to no purpose. I obtained only a few 
answers, and many questions regarding Baby- 
lon, to which I replied as shortly as I could. 
Ever bent on my primary object of making 
important discoveries, I prolonged our dis- 
course, and eagerly accepted an invitation to 
visit some of those striking monuments for which 
Memphis is renowned. 

" Approaching at length the high temple of 
Vulcan, the interpreter said, * The vast build- 
ing before thee (illustrious Chaldean!) is the 
shrine of him whom Egypt styles Phtha, a 
divinity, who, they falsely boast, is the peculiar 
protector of this city ; but who, as thou seest, has 
yielded to the arms of Sabako. The sons of 
Ethiopia bow in adoration to Bacchus alone be- 
sides the supreme Ammon ; but our prince wars 
not against the gods of any land, so long as 
their votaries do not oppose his dominion, nor 
since his conquest has a single weapon been 
reared against a sacred edifice.' 
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"Judge, great Psammetichos, of my rage 
and unhappiness as he thus spoke. I however 
controlled my feelings, and replied, that the 
Chaldeans of old were a colony from Egypt ; 
that many emblems to others hidden in mys- 
tery were clearly understood by us, and that I 
should explore with extreme interest the fane of 
one of the divinities of a land whence my an- 
cestors had brought to the banks of the Eu- 
phrates 1 those invaluable sciences which enable 
mortals to rise from earth, and even to live in 
the vast regions of futurity.' 

" ' Those huge masses' (resumed Hermon, 
pointing to two blunted pyramids) i frequently 
lead the way to the great Egyptian temples ;' 
and with these words we entered the stupendous 
colonnade which forms the approach to the shrine 
of Vulcan. 

" The sun had already set when we began to 
pass through those rows of vast pillars, the sculp- 

1 Babylon was founded on the river Euphrates, which 
flowed through the city, dividing it into two exactly equal 
parts. 
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ture on which carries back the astonished be- 
holder to Menes l , earliest of kings. I looked 
at them with adoration, and tears involuntarily 
broke forth, when I remembered that the splen- 
dours of my country were a dream. My grief 
was not remarked by the Ethiopians, for even 
those haughty spirits, yielding to the influence 
of the hour and the place, gazed with awe on 
the gigantic forms around, which seemed well 
fitted to bear on their sides the annals of 
eternity. No one encountered us, and we ar- 
rived at the first hall to which the colonnade 
leads; no gate is at its entrance, but the two 
colossal figures, which represent the extreme of 

1 We are told by Herodotus that Menes was the first who 
reigned over Egypt after the gods, that is after those kings 
who were deified, and that this Menes founded Memphis, and 
built there the temple of Vulcan. See the Euterpe, chapter 
99. Diodorus says the same of Menes. Such colonnades as 
are here spoken of seem (according to modern observation) 
to have led the way to many of the larger Egyptian buildings. 
In some of those described by travellers, the proportions of 
the columns are vast in the extreme ; all are embellished, and 
to an Egyptian eye, were hallowed by sacred figures, or his- 
torical representations. See the description of Thebes and its 
monuments, in the second volume of Heeren's Researches. 
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barrenness , and fertility, guard its portal, and 
warn the worshipper of his approach to a su- 
perior power. 

" My guides hesitated, but as I entreated to 
be permitted to explore the interior, they aban- 
doned their scruples, from whatever source they 
arose, and advanced (though evidently with 
something like terror) into the spacious enclo- 
sure. Here again I remembered my part, and 
eagerly surveying the wonderful roof, adorned 
with golden stars *, that were still visible in the 
fast-fading light, I questioned the interpreter 
with the utmost apparent anxiety on things with 

1 Herodotus tells us of Rhampsinitus, a very wealthy king 
of Egypt, that he adorned the temple of Vulcan with two 
colossal statues, the one of summer, the other of winter. See 
the Euterpe, chapter 121. 

* The city of Memphis, with all the wonderful structures 
that must have once adorned it, has entirely disappeared ; the 
very site of this capital is disputed. It is nevertheless certain 
that Memphis once vied with Thebes itself, and as to the temple 
of Vulcan which stood here, we have the testimony of history 
for the fact, that successive kings displayed their magnificence 
in embellishing it. The decoration of golden stars on a blue 
ground is mentioned by Heeren, in his description of the edi- 
fice which he calls the palace of Medinet Abou, and by Dio- 
dorus, in his description of the palace of Osymandyas. 
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which I was already well acquainted, feigning, 
from time to time, the utmost surprise at his 
answers, and at length I began the following 
dialogue with one of the officers : 

" * Are we not walking in the midst of sepul- 
chres, or is it falsely asserted by those from 
whom I am sprung, that in the masses l which 
support these halls of mystery and magnificence, 
the illustrious of Egypt's dead are wont to re- 
pose, that their rest may be protected by the 
divinities of their country ; and that the spirit 
which ever hovers around the embalmed *, may 

1 It appears from history that the large Egyptian temples 
often contained the sepulchres of persons of high distinction : 
thus in the Euterpe of Herodotus, chapter 169, we find that 
the inhabitants of Sais were accustomed to bury all the kings 
which sprang from that district in the temple of Minerva, to 
whom Sais was consecrated. 

3 It is impossible to determine why the Egyptians were so 
anxious to preserve from decay the bodies of their dead. We 
know that they believed in the immortality of the soul. See 
Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 123. They had therefore, per- 
haps, a notion that the welfare of the soul depended in some 
degree on the preservation of the body even after death. See 
this subject discussed by professor Heeren, in the second vo- 
lume of his Researches, where he speaks of the political state 
of the ancient Egyptians. If, however, what Herodotus says 
on this matter be attentively considered, the following very 
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still rejoice in the vicinity of the shrine at which 
it has bowed during life.' 

" « The interpreter tells me thou art right, 
Chaldean, and I therefore propose that we finish 
our investigations to-morrow. Darkness has al- 
ready come on ; we have yet to repass the colon- 
nade, and to say the truth, this is not exactly 
the time for wandering in the place of which thou 
speakest. Besides, if Egypt's dead are under 
the protection of her gods, we haply wrong them 
by approaching them so nearly at such an hour ; 
and I have already told thee, that Sabako wars 
not with the immortals.' 

" He had scarcely pronounced these words, 
when a peal of thunder seemed to roll beneath 

simple answer to the question before us, seems to present itself. 
Our historian says, in the chapter above cited, that the Egyp- 
tians believed that the soul, after quitting the body, entered 
that of some irrational animal, and that having, in the space of 
three thousand years, successively animated every species, it 
returned to a human form : may not, then, the Egyptians have 
supposed, that if the body could be preserved till the three 
thousand years should have elapsed, his soul would re-enter 
its former mansion, and that thus his identity would be pre- 
served, whereas the souls of those whose bodies were suffered 
to decay, would have again to pass through the helpless state 
of infancy! 

VOL. I. S. S. M 
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us, followed by a strain of wild music, when the 
stone-work on our right suddenly rent asunder, 
and a mummy appeared, standing without its 
case, in a deep recess. The sepulchral lamp 
threw a ghastly gleam on the face, which was 
partly disengaged from its bandages, and as I 
looked on the features, which were evidently 
female, my companions fled from the chamber. 
I could not mistake the being on whom I looked. 
Start not, Psammetichos,— it was Misis ! May 
the gods support thee, and deliver Egypt ! — but 
the time demands that I conclude with speed. 

" Half bereft of reason, I was about to pros- 
trate myself before that denizen of eternal si- 
lence, when I heard a voice, though her lips 
moved not, which said, 

" ' Behold here what was the daughter of the 
Theban Hierophant! Fly to Psammetichos; 
on him the weal of Egypt depends. He must 
snatch Anysis from instant destruction. I know 
his agony for the dead may sympathize with 
mortals; tell him the daughter of Miammon 1 

1 This name signifies, He who loves Amnion. It has been 
read on the monuments of Thebes. See its interpretation in 
Heeren's Researches, volume the second. 
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would not betray him ; bid him not reproach him- 
self that he fled from the valley of the Nile, 
since the same power impelled him hence that 
hast brought him again from the East. Tell 
him I scorned the hateful entreaties of Seuechos 
because I loved Psammetichos ; tell him that 
when I was seized by treachery, and confined at 
Memphis, I defied the tyrant in the centre of 
his palace, and threw myself from a lofty tower 
into the Nile beneath. That same Seuechos 
now threatens to achieve what has long defied 
the power of Sabako : he is already amid the 
northern marshes, whither he is gone to speak 
the words of perfidy, and deceive our monarch. 
He calls himself Misomis ; a strong resemblance 
in form and features with that great warrior as- 
sists the fraud, which an artful and fictitious tale 
is destined to complete. He will conduct him 
from the solitudes which have so long protected 
him, under a pretext of putting him in possession 
of Memphis; he will employ the name of Psam- 
metichos, whom he believes to be no more ; to- 
morrow they will move southwards, and the 
haughty Ethiopian already boasts that he has 
m 2 
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accomplished the ruin of Anysis. But Osiris 1 
calls, I may no longer communicate with thee ; 
resist the treachery of our foes — the fate of Egypt 
hangs on your success.' 

"With these words the same awful sounds 
were repeated which had been the harbinger of 
the apparition ; the stone-work reclosed, and I 
stood alone in the vast chamber in which the last 
ray of day-light was now expiring." 

Nebron was silent, and Psammetichos, draw- 
ing his Babylonian dagger *, pointed it at his 
breast, whilst the hue of death and fire alter- 

1 Bacchus and Ceres were said by the Egyptians to be the 
rulers of the lower world (see Herodotus' Euterpe, chapter 
123) ; and Bacchus and Ceres corresponded respectively to 
Osiris and Isis. See the history of Egypt by Diodorus Sicu- 
lus. The same identity of gods may be gathered likewise 
from Herodotus, who tells us in his Euterpe, chapter 42, that 
Osiris was the same as Bacchus, and in chapter 59, that Isis 
was the same as Ceres. As for the government exercised by 
Osiris over the lower world, it is sufficiently established by those 
paintings of the Judgment of the Dead, briefly described by 
Heeren, in his observation on the political state of the ancient 
Egyptians. See his Researches, volume the second. 

1 In the-catalogue of the army of Xerxes, given by Herodo- 
tus, in his Polymnia, chapter 63, daggers are mentioned as 
weapons used by the Assyrians, among whom the Babylo- 
nians are included. 
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irately overspread his features, as despair and 
rage respectively predominated in his heart. At 
length, with a deep and convulsive sigh, he re- 
plied, 

" How long shall tyranny prevail ? When will 
the gods have pity on Egypt ? Are so many 
years of calamity insufficient to atone for the 
age of Cheops and Chephren 1 ? The divine 
voice that struck terror into the breast of Myce- 
rinus, and darkened with a cloud the meridian 
day of his prosperity, spoke not in vain, and Sa- 
bako the southern locust was commissioned to 
execute its decree *. Successful despotism has 



1 In the Euterpe of Herodotus, chapters 124 and 127» we 
find that Cheops, and his successor, Chephren, were impious 
and tyrannical kings, who shut up the temples of the gods, 
and oppressed the people. 

a Mycerinus reigned over Egypt next to Chephren, of 
whom he was the very reverse ; yet he was warned by an oracle 
that he would only live six years, of which oracle he com- 
plaining to the divinity, received for answer, that Egypt 
was destined to endure calamity for 150 years, whereas the 
reigns *f his two impious predecessors only amounted to 100, 
and that therefore the mildness of his reign had put off the re- 
mainder of the unhappy period. See Herodotus' Euterpe, 
chap. 133. The fifty years during which Egypt was subject to 
Ethiopia thus made up the 150, the predicted time of woe. 

M 3 
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derided oar efforts for freedom. Scarcely have 
the marshes of the Delta and the arms of their 
warlike inhabitants been able to shield the aged 
Anysis; even that lonely retreat has been at 
length penetrated, and treachery already laughs 
at valour. When I was hurried from the mas- 
sacre at Thebes, when Nekos, my noble father, 
was slain, I could still behold my native land, 
and mix my sighs with the gale that passed over 
it, as yet containing our unconquered monarch, 
and in him the hope of vengeance. Nor will I 
disguise the truth, since love such as mine, 
the love of Misis, might allure into the path of 
virtue the most erring footstep, and bind our 
nature like the potent influence of an auspicious 
planet. Yes, Misis, thy memory was around 
me in that hour of woe, and thy affection sup* 
ported a spirit through which my country had 
been wounded a thousand times. 

" Even when I stood, in a Babylonian habit, 
on the bank of that for eastern stream, when I 
learned the deceit which had transported me 
thither, when I was told that the daughter of 
the priest of Ammon was yet in Egypt, I still 
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thought that futurity might obliterate the cala- 
mities of the past, resolved to return westward, 
and gladden my sight with a taper that had 
already ceased to illumine the sepulchre in which 
I must henceforth live. 

" But yet" (he continued, stamping on the 
ground, whilst drops like molten metal broke 
from his eyes) " the consolation of vengeance 
perhaps remains. I will pursue for ever the 
hateful Seuechos, snatch Anysis from the toils 
the Ethiopian has thrown around him, and as- 
sault the proud son of Sabako in the midst of 
innumerable followers. Despair is not always 
mocked, nor are the instigations of hope for ever 
delusive. Let us depart, — my life is henceforth 
a dreary blank, and peril in the cause of my 
country will perhaps, for a moment, deliver me 
from myself. Wherefore do we pause? hath not 
an alarm sounded from the tomb? Shall we 
hesitate till our prince has been dragged in 
chains to the foot of the Ethiopian throne? Let 
us hasten to the river, and rush northwards; let 
us place our king in safety; let us tear him, 
though from the folds of innumerable fetters, 
m 4 
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that the blood of so many of his followers may 
not have flowed in vain, and that the bird of the 
morasses may not flap its wild wing in the lonely 
mansion which has so long concealed him, $nd 
chide with its screaming note the negligence or 
timidity of those who should have defended him." 
" Thy words, great Psammetichos," (replied 
Nebron) " find an echo in my bosom; yet with- 
out prudence, ardour may be more than unsuc- 
cessful, even as the recoil of the strongest bow 
is vain in an unskilful hand. The marshes are 
extensive, and the views of Seuechos are not 
wholly known to us; our baris, indeed, floats on 
the Nile, yet who shall assure us that, before we 
reach the sequestered retreat of Anysis, he may 
not have already quitted it? My opinion is that 
one of us should immediately seek the great 
Pyramid 1 , — either would be readily admitted 
into it, — and from its summit a distant prospect 

1 The largest of the pyramids was ascribed by the Egyptians 
to Cheops ; it stood not far from Memphis. During the inun- 
dation, vessels were not confined to the Nile, but might take 
the shortest route across the country; so that those approach- 
ing Memphis from the north, often passed near the great py- 
ramid. See the Euterpe of Herodotus, chapter 97* 
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is commanded. It is not to be doubted that 
Seuechos will pass by, and he who shall thence ob- 
serve the Ethiopian, must, by some means, gain 
access to his vessel, and rescue, or at least pro- 
tect the ruler of Mizraim. Our best calculations, 
however, are fallible, and I therefore judge it 
expedient that one should remain at Memphis, 
await the arrival of Seuechos, and adopt some 
plan for the succour of our prince. I select this 
suggestion from a thousand others, which the 
current of fancy brings before me. Shouldst 
thou approve it, we must act instantly. Do thou 
depart or remain here, for it is indifferent to 
Nebron by which course he may defend his mo- 
narch. Let me, however, remind thee that the 
eye of fear and suspicion tracks thy footsteps, 
with more eagerness than those of thy follower; 
that my fall might cause some to weep, but that 
thine might draw after it the ruin of Egypt. 
Perhaps the situation of the Pyramid will se- 
cure thy safety; thy fondness for investigating the 
wonders of this land is sufficiently known, and 
will account well for thy absence. Deliberate, 
m 5 
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therefore, but remember, that to-morrow Anysis 
will be a captive/' 

" Thy reasonings" (answered Psammetichos) 
" are persuasive, yet I am perplexed by the 
alternative they propose. I had, indeed, at first 
resolved to leave Memphis, and await in the 
Pyramid the approach of Seuechos, but I swear 
to thee by Osiris, that in annexing the greater 
danger to remaining here, thou hast shaken my 
determination, by the very argument chosen by 
thee to confirm it, and, did thy last conclusion 
appear inevitable, I would at once abandon my 
resolution. To me, however, it still seems that 
in following my first intention, I shall change 
not avoid the post of peril. It will be thy part 
to guard against the suspicion of Sabako, mine 
to awaken the jealousy or even confront the 
rage of his son: my heart burns to encounter 
the haughty Ethiopian; I am impelled towards 
him by the double influence of love and loyalty. 
I cannot sustain inactivity in the midst of a tem- 
pest, and would rather perish in the waves, than 
await them on the shore. Oh, that thou couldst 
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behold my thoughts, whilst listening to my 
words, that thou mightest know that these are 
the voice of sincerity, and that those spring not 
from cowardice." 

" Speak not thus, noble Egyptian, nor lose 
the precious moments in confirming certainty, 
since he alone who should seek in Nile the 
brine of ocean, or search the sterile shore for 
the sacred lotus, would look for timidity in the 
heart of Psammetichos. But the hour of mid- 
night approaches, — we stay too long." 

Whilst the two Egyptians were thus engaged 
in arranging a plan for delivering Anysis, there 
was one in whom their arrival at Memphis had 
excited the greatest agitation; this was Sethos, 
high-priest of Vulcan, one of the most penetra- 
ting of his order, who bad watched with the 
keenest observation the convulsions of the times, 
and revolved secrets of the deepest import 
Careless of the night, which brought no repose 
to him, he slowly traversed an open place in the 
neighbourhood of the palace, and endeavoured 
to ascertain and balance the mass of hope and 
fear which almost equally oppressed his heart. 
m 6 
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" Art thou, then, foiled, Sethos? did I teach 
the son of Sabako his lesson of treachery, and 
send him northwards, together with Tirhako, to 
entrap the doting Anysis? did I, on the disco- 
very of the conspiracy at Thebes, drive Psam- 
metichos from Egypt by the words of fraud? 
Did I discover, at the risk of innumerable dan- 
gers and at the expense of an immense treasure, 
the oracle which urged the Ethiopians to invade 
our land, and which, I once hoped, would aid 
me in reaching the height to which I aspire? 
Did I effect all this to be overthrown at length 
by an inexperienced youth? 

" My elder brother, Amenthes, the high pon- 
tiff, (already oppressed by the infirmities of 
age, and especially odious to the Ethiopians) 
achieves one by one his several projects. By 
him Misis was delivered from the persecution of 
Seuechos, and a report of her death circulated, 
which 1 was obliged to confirm. 

" By my brother, Psammetichos (whilst yet 
at Babylon) was informed of the true state of 
Egypt, the danger of Misis, and the other facts 
as to which I had secretly endeavoured to mis- 
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lead him. By my brother he was instructed to 
return hither, and taught the best method of 
proceeding. 

" It is in vain that I have hastened my mea- 
sures: Psammetichos is this night in Memphis, 
and is aware of the peril by which Anysis is 
threatened. That monarch will, indeed, be 
drawn, perhaps to-morrow, from the marshes, 
but a train of powerful causes has been set in 
motion for his protection; Psammetichos is 
young and daring, and the Hierophant, my 
brother (by the aid of his counsels), will render 
him invincible. 

" O that he bad fallen by the hand of Zaphno, 
my emissary, in the valley of tombs; but who 
can always control the current of events? Has 
he not, by slaying that robber, at least delivered 
me from one who, if he might have aided my 
ambition, might also have for ever disappointed 
it, had sufficient inducement offered itself for 
discovering me to my adversary. 

" Yet all is not well. Should Anysis be res- 
cued, and Seuechos return, how shall I elude 
his resentment, how at once preserve my repu- 
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tation with my country and with its foes? Misis, 
too, survives, and were this single feet known to 
the son of Sabako, I should be instantly subject 
to the hatred of the most implacable of men. 
Seuechos, thou art lost ! I am thine enemy. Any- 
sis shall re-ascend for a moment the throne of 
his ancestors, and yielding for the present to cir- 
cumstances, I shall finally triumph over oppo* 
sition, or yon bright star has vainly shone upon 
my natal hour. But the son of Nekos approaches, 
and I hasten to commence my return from 
treason. Ambition, be still within my breast, 
and concede this hour to the dictates of pru- 
dence, that thou mayst hereafter reign supreme, 
and behold thy desires entwined with the will of 
destiny." 

Psammetichos was now near, and he twice 
endeavoured to pass the being by whom he was 
confronted, but the latter seeming resolved to 
meet him, he exclaimed, 

" If thou art a friend, I do not desire thy salu- 
tation; if a foe, I warn thee not to dispute the 
career of despair." 

"I conjure thee, in the name of Osiris," 
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(whispered Sethos) " speak not thus loudly, 
since the ear of night itself is not deaf to thee. 
I know thee, and thank the gods who have re- 
stored to Egypt the bravest of her sons. Thy 
name might people a desert with enemies! I 
will not breathe it! I come not to obstruct, but 
to accelerate thy course* I am Sethos, priest of 
Vulcan; confide in me, and as we walk toge- 
ther towards the Nile, I will reveal that of which 
thou art probably ignorant/ 9 

" Priest, I will not hear thee," (replied the 
young Egyptian) " I have already listened to a 
tale which has half paralyzed the sway of reason. 
For Psammetichos, hope and fear are no more ; 
but for an Egyptian, they both have power, 
since the monarch of Egypt is in peril* As 
Psammeticbos, I neither dread calamity nor de- 
sire happiness; but as the follower of Any sis, I 
hasten to rescue or perish with my prince: and 
I swear by that bright one who illumines the 
earth, and who pours his radiance on the dia- 
dems of Egypt's kings 1 , that I am not of the 

1 The native rulers of Egypt were styled sons of the sun. 
See the very curious inscription transited from the Egyptian 
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warlike tribe of Calasiri 1 , and the descendant 
of one who drew his sword by the side of the 
great Sesostris, if I do not find the proud Seue- 
chos, ^iand assault the tyrant in the midst of 
arms; but are words an iron tempest of blows, 
or can they, like the breath of a pestilence, kill 
from far? My delay lengthens the triumph of 
the enemy and the captivity of my king, whilst 
I regard not that lovely shadow, which seems to 
tread before me on yonder stream. Misis, I 
come ! thy woes are avenged. Hie thee, Seue- 
chos, on the wild wing of the phoenix 8 , to her 
own untrodden solitudes, or wrap thee in innu- 
merable folds of metal, yet my foot shall track 
thee to the one, and my spear penetrate the 
other." 

" Some divinity protects thee," (interrupted 
Sethos) " or, I swear, that these words had 

by Hermapion, given by professor Heeren in the second vo- 
lume of his Researches. 

1 The military caste in ancient Egypt was subdivided into 
the Calasiri and Hermotybi. See Herodotus' Euterpe, chap- 
ter 164. 

9 The ancient Egyptians believed that the phoenix was a 
native of Arabia, whence it was said to come to Egypt at cer- 
tain periods. See the Euterpe of Herodotus, chapter 73. 
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already undone us both. I tell thee, brave, but 
too impetuous youth, it is even now rumoured 
that the supposed ambassador from Babylon is 
not a Babylonian; it is suspected by some that 
thou didst escape the assassin that attacked thee 
in the valley 1 of tombs. What disguise can baffle 
the eye of tyranny? Calm thy emotion, I en- 
treat thee, were it only that thy revenge may 
not be rendered impotent Listen to me; but 
whatever I reveal, control thy transports, that 
they may not be vain. First, then, know that 
thy favourite flower, though bent for a time, has 
not been shattered by the blast of fate." 

" My favourite flower !" (said Psammetichos, 
looking wildly at his companion) " how ran the 
mournful song, which sweetened while it in- 
creased the tide of the grief of Menes 2 : — 

1 This valley was in the Lybian mountain chain, and is sup- 
posed to have contained the royal sepulchres. It lay to the 
north of Thebes, and its situation and appearance are particu- 
larly lonely. See the description of Thebes and its monu- 
ments, Heeren's Researches, volume the second. 

8 The song here alluded to, is the dirge which, as we are 
told by Herodotus, was composed for Maneros, the only son 
of Menes, king of Egypt, the prince having died by a prema- 
ture death. See the Euterpe, chap. 79. This dirge has not 
come down to us. 
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' O, Menes, my tears with thine shall descend 
For thy lotus is swept from its watery throne. 
Alas! alas! Maneros!' 

" Ha, priest ! went it not thus? But whither 
am I wandering? My favourite flower, saidst 
thou not? That should be the daughter of Am- 
nion's pontiff, if the bandages 1 of the tomb had 
not already swathed her form. Yet she, too, 
may bloom in the garden of memory, as does 
the only son of Menes. I pray thee, noble Se- 
thos, join with me in the dirge. My name suits 
not the verse, but the strain hangs around me, 
like the recollection of a past dream. How 
looked the poet, thinkest thou, when he sang? 
He must have wept as he beheld the aged, the 
afflicted prince. I would he were here now, 
that I might catch the sweet influence of his 
sorrow. 

' Oh, Menes, my tears with thine shall descend, 
Since thy lotus is swept from its watery throne. 
Alas! alas! Maneros."' 

1 A very important part of embalming was wrapping the 
mummy in bandages, the better to preserve its form. See the 
Euterpe of Herodotus, chapter 86. 
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" Woe to Egypt and to myself," (exclaimed 
Sethos,) " unless I can subdue his present pas- 
sion. Psammetichos, greatest of Egyptians, 
recall thy powers, and remember we stand on 
the edge of doom. Shall thy noble father bleed 
in vain ? shall the voice of vengeance be hushed 
ere it has been re-echoed by the groans of the 
tyrant? Shall the dawn find thee inactive, and 
surrender thee to the suspicion, perhaps to the 
open hostility of Sabako ? Shall the vast track 
which separates Nile from Euphrates have been 
vainly traversed? Shall Anysis be lost? I 
tell thee thou deceivest thyself: thy grief is not 
without remedy." 

" Anysis !" (interrupted the young Egyptian,) 
" I have, perhaps, already betrayed him. Let 
us advance with speed and secrecy. I am calmer, 
and can listen to thy narrative." 

"Remember, then," (replied Sethos, in a 
voice scarcely audible,) " that when the Theban 
conspiracy was frustrated, the recesses of the 
high temple of Ammon were a refuge to thee 
and a few others: but thy'name was a perpetual 
terror to Sabako and his son, who in conjunc- 
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tion with Tirhako, induced thee by means of his 
emissaries to leave that impervious concealment, 
with the intention of flying to Babylon, and 
soliciting the alliance of that potent city. Re- 
member, too, how thou wert informed that Misis 
had fled thither together with some of the chief 
conspirators, who agitated similar plans ; but all 
was the machination of fraud, and innumerable 
ambuscades awaited thy egress from the high 
temple. By one of those accidents which some- 
times disconcert the projects of despotism, thou 
didst traverse Thebes in the night without en- 
countering an enemy : on reaching the valley of 
tombs, one of those in the service of the Ethio- 
pians opposed thee and fell ; nor was thy course 
eastward farther resisted. I need not attempt 
to paint the anxiety of my brother, the high 
pontiff of Vulcan, on thy behalf, which suffi- 
ciently displayed itself from the celerity with 
which he conveyed to Babylon the intelligence 
and instructions which prompted and guided thy 
subsequent movements. What I have yet to 
say will relate to Misis. 

" The singular beauty of that unhappy Egyp- 
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tian had already attracted the attention of Seue- 
chos before our struggle for independence at 
Thebes was defeated, and some deceit was prac- 
tised to detain her at that city, after the failure 
of our project, the confusion of the time and 
thy sudden departure aiding the designs of the 
tyrant Almost the whole sacerdotal order had 
fled from the city of Ammon as especially ob- 
noxious to suspicion, and I know not by what 
means she was either informed of her error, 
or was able to attempt an escape northwards, 
but the eye of the son of Sabako had too 
surely tracked her path. Soon after quitting 
Thebes, she encountered a being who seemed 
to have endured every form of distress, and to 
be flying, like herself, from the hand of oppres- 
sion : he said that he was a friend of Nekos, 
appeared acquainted with her story, displayed a 
trifling relic which he said had been bequeathed 
to him by thy father at the last terrible moment 
of his life ; pledged himself to protect the daugh- 
ter of Amnion's priest, and betrayed her at 
Memphis to the emissaries of Seuechos, who, 
with the rest of the court, arrived at the latter 
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city about that time, with the intention of ob- 
serving more closely the force of Egypt, and 
of making a successful attack on the marshes. 

"The conflict between lawless passion and 
resolute virtue has ever been the same ; and it 
would be needless to enumerate the threats and 
promises, the entreaties and commands, which 
were employed by Seuechos and rejected by 
Misis. Her determination served but to con- 
firm the purpose of the Ethiopian. The re- 
sources of despair alone were left her, and she 
threw herself in the night into the Nile from a 
tower that overlooked the river, where she was 
discovered and saved by an attendant of my 
brother, as he was taking water from the sacred 
stream for the nocturnal ablutions l of his patron. 

" A report of her death was now diligently cir- 
culated by that pontiff, whilst he so closely con- 
cealed her that I myself was totally ignorant of 
her retreat; and although I could not help occa- 

1 The Egyptian priests were characterized by innumerable 
observances with regard to "dress, diet, &c. one of which was, 
that they bathed in cold water twice every night, and as 
often every day. See the Euterpe of Herodotus, chapter 37- 
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sionally doubting the rumour that she had been 
found drowned in the Nile, I was unable to gain 
the slightest intelligence regarding her; and 
until this night, have abandoned myself to grief 
for thee and Egypt, on her account. 

" The rage of the disappointed Seuechos was 
as great as it was unavailing : he inquired, he 
searched: threats and tortures were employed 
to ascertain the truth with respect to Misis ; and 
it was solely owing to the extreme secrecy of my 
brother (who had not trusted even a female with 
the place of her retirement) that the fact of her 
existence did not transpire. Many would have 
yielded to the glitter of gold, more to the fear 
of torture, if ignorance had not taken the place 
of fidelity, and obliged all alike to silence. 

" His power foiled, though his suspicion was 
not allayed, the son of Sabako now exerted 
every faculty to discover the best method of 
striking a decisive blow at the remaining re- 
sources of Egypt. He immediately perceived 
that those resources centred in Anysis, whose 
firmness in the midst of reverses, and prudence 
in palliating their effects, had enabled him for 
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nearly fifty years to support in the marshes a 
precarious independence. Against him accord- 
ingly the Ethiopian determined to bend his 
whole attack, and, by possessing himself of his 
person, paralyze for ever the efforts of his fol- 
lowers : but the valour of warlike tribes and the 
ramparts of nature had as yet protected the 
monarch of the fens against the conquering 
Ethiopians, and Seuechos determined to at- 
tempt by stratagem that which had baffled 
the combined forces of his father. It was per- 
haps his boldness and natural love of adventure, 
together with the extensive knowledge of our 
country, which the abhorred strangers of the 
south have too fatally acquired, that suggested 
to him a plan equally audacious and extraor- 
dinary. 

" Why should I mention the great Misomis, the 
tried bulwark of our prince, who will be remem- 
bered, both by Egyptians and Ethiopians, as the 
centre of the brightest hope and the darkest dis- 
quietude ? He had reserved for himself (as thou 
well knowest) the chief post of danger in the 
proposed insurrection at Thebes, and I need 
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not relate to thee the story of his apprehension 
and death on that night of terror. His fate, 
however, was not generally known, and many 
opposite reports were current respecting him, all 
calculated to second the design of the son of 
Sabako. That prince, calling himself Misomis, 
(whom, indeed, he strongly resembles) is gone 
northwards accompanied by Tirhako, bearing 
the false name of Zarako. The Ethiopian has 
prepared a narration for his intended victim, in 
which he has blended all the reports concerning 
himself into a consistent though adventurous 
story. He will display a roll of papyrus con- 
taining some words of general encouragement, 
traced by thine own hand a little before the 
discovery of the conspiracy — a scroll which most 
unfortunately fell into the power of the enemy ; 
and he moreover wears a ring taken from the 
finger of Nekos thy father, whose body being 
at the disposal of the Ethiopians, has thus armed 
them with two instruments of fraud. I dare not 
doubt the success of such well-organized trea- 
chery, especially, as from his long retirement in 
the marshes, our king cannot have seen either 
vol. i. s. s. N 
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Seuechos or Tirhako, who will, of course, sum- 
mon to their assistance every possible disguise. 
The deceiver will conclude by inviting Anysis 
to proceed immediately to Memphis, of which 
important place he will promise to put him in 
possession. He will speak of supplies of troops 
already hidden within the capital, eager to rush 
from their concealment and avenge their mo- 
narch : he will describe Sabako as on the point 
of marching hence with the greatest part of his 
forces, so as to leave this city comparatively 
defenceless : he will employ thy name and the 
scroll already mentioned: in a word, he will 
persuade our ruler. Of all these facts a spy of 
extraordinary intelligence, who has ever de- 
served and obtained my confidence, has made 
me acquainted ; for the proud Ethiopians, while 
they deride our weakness, cannot always elude 
the diligence with which we scrutinize their 
every action unseen. 

"It is by the same attendant I have been in- 
formed that Misis still survives. She has already 
heard of thy arrival ; her heart bounds to meet 
thee, and she scarcely obeys the cautious sug- 
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gestions of my elder brother. One of his emis- 
saries has observed every movement of thy com* 
panion Nebron, and intimated to the high pon- 
tiff that he would this evening be introduced by 
the Ethiopians to the temple of Vulcan, when 
it was arranged that Misis should appear to him 
in the dress of the sepulchre, and attended by 
every circumstance of terror which the priest 
could devise. She thus hoped to confirm the 
Ethiopians in the idea of her death, and having 
driven those intrusive strangers from the shrine, 
to lay open to thy follower the danger of our 
prince, suppressing the fact of her own pre- 
servation, from the suggestions of probably my 
brother's prudence. 

" Seuechos will not conduct his captive by 
the way of the pyramids, but shunning with 
horror those vast structures, as the centre of 
Egyptian machination, he will, under some pre- 
tence, approach Memphis from the east, as if 
he had directed his course to Heliopolis. Two 
vessels of large size float on the north of that 
city, in which a large body of followers is des- 
tined to meet him; they are to wave a torch at 
n2 
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their approach, for treachery ever makes choice 
of the night for its purposes, and Seuechos and 
Tirhako, who have as yet trembled in the midst 
of enemies, will hail with rapture the appear- 
ance of their countrymen; they will describe 
them as a part of those forces who have with 
difficulty awaited the tardy arrival of their mo- 
narch; they will surrender Anysis to an armed 
multitude, and the smile of derision and the 
agony of regret will alone remain for his heart- 
stricken companions. To Heliopolis, then, we 
must repair, seize the vessels, and fill them with 
a train of inferior priests, many of whom still 
hover around the shrine of the sun, and who 
will obey my call with alacrity, await the ap- 
proach of Seuechos at a little distance north of 
that city, and ensnare him with his own artifice. 
I shall still have much to execute, and may be 
obliged to assume many characters; but the 
temple of the primeval * deity will afford us a 

1 The author of the divine Legation having spoken of a cu- 
rious fragment from Sanconiatho, which he supposes to have 
been read to the initiated into the greater mysteries, in order 
to expose to them the errors of polytheism, points out, with 
his usual perspicuity, the gradual debasement of worship, when 
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secure retreat, and he who dares attempt, has 
already half achieved.'* 

a Thy plan" (replied Psammetichos) " is 
bold, but I fear it will prove impracticable. We 
shall probably find the vessels already filled with 
Ethiopians, with whom it would be madness to 
contend, since victory or defeat would alike be 
pernicious to our cause; the latter by delivering 
us at once to their will, and the former by im- 
mediately arousing their suspicion, and calling 
upon them, as it were, to assist their prince. 
My own galley is manned with a body of adven- 
turous and faithful followers, inured to every 
fortune, and practised in the school of danger. 
In this we will seek the son of Sabako, without 
wasting a moment at Heliopolis." 

" That may not be ;" (rejoined the priest) 
" we will, indeed, employ thy vessel, but neces- 
sity demands that we enter the city of the sun. 

once the true objeet of it had been forgotten. The first step 
in this declension he shows to have been the adoration of the 
great luminaries, and Diodorus tells us accordingly, in his first 
book, that the sun was one of the most ancient of the Egyptian 
gods. The fragment above alluded to, is mentioned in the se- 
cond book of Warburton's Divine Legation of Moses. 

N 3 
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The partizans of Seuechos are swift and reso- 
lute; they are well acquainted with the peril by 
which he and Tirhako are surrounded; they 
will leave their station at die appointed hour, 
and their interference may blast our design. 
Their principal leader is known to me, and it 
shall be my part to persuade him to change his 
course; but we have reached the descent to the 
river. Let us embark, and mature our plans as 
we proceed." 

On arriving at Heliopolis, Psammetichos and 
his companion repaired to the temple of the sun, 
in the recesses of which clouds of incense arose, 
whilst the priests invoked the assistance of the 
deity for their intended enterprize, and aided 
them with all the information which their saga- 
city and diligence had obtained. 

Night was again beginning to obscure the 
world, and the leader of the troops who were to 
meet Seuechos had already descended to his 
vessel, when an arrow tipped with fire, with a 
scroll attached to it, shot through the air and 
fell at his feet. The adventurous disposition of 
his prince, and the peculiar character of the 
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time, had rendered every form of stratagem fami- 
liar : he therefore opened the papyrus without 
astonishment, and read as follows, in Ethiopian 
characters : 

"lama messenger of Seueehos, who bids me 
command thee to meet him at the great Pyra- 
mid, as he has been certainly informed, soon 
after leaving Memphis, that Misis, the object of 
his ardent pursuit, still survives, and was to be 
conducted for the sake of security to that build- 
ing* Hither accordingly he will bend his course 
from the marshes, and will there seize the 
daughter of the high pontiff. Delay not a mo- 
ment to seek the Pyramid, lest rumour, that 
viewless agent, whose ear is suspicion and 
whose existence is a voice, convey to her guar- 
dians the secret of her danger." 

Having perused these words, the principal of 
the band gave the necessary orders, wondering 
alternately at the many expedients adopted by 
the protectors of Misis, and the dexterity with 
which they were disconcerted by the son of 
Sabako. 

" Let us hasten to the river," (said the priest 
n 4 
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of Vulcan to Psammetichos) "my plan is al- 
ready successful. The followers of Seuecfaos 
are pursuing a false light, and are directing 
their course towards the pyramids." 

In the meantime, Nebron, having been in- 
formed of the movements of Psammetichos, had 
retired early in the morning to the high temple 
of Memphis, intending to watch the proceedings 
of the court, around which the priests incessantly 
hovered unseen, and resolved to risk everything 
in conveying to the young Egyptian any intel- 
ligence of importance. 

During these transactions, the preparations for 
leaving the marshes had been accelerated by the 
pretended Misomis, who scarcely believed the 
success of his artifice; when, in the evening of 
the day on which he had arrived, he beheld 
Anysis surrounded by a warlike train, and di- 
recting the necessary arrangements with an 
energy that seemed to have defied the approach 
of age. Yet the boldest mind can seldom con- 
template an experiment like that of the Ethio- 
pian with perfect calmness, even when a suc- 
cessful result appears secured; and as darkness 
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came on, the son of Sabako experienced that the 
most painful agitation may accompany the best 
founded hope. 

" How strange is man !" (said he, addressing 
Tirhako) " how skilful in self torture ! the les- 
sons of nature are in vain written in a thousand 
characters. The sun, which to-day rose so 
brightly, has just sunk to rest beneath the lilies 1 
of the morass. The rains which are yearly 
poured upon the mountains of Ethiopia cool 
those parched skies, and refresh our land with 
innumerable torrents. The hours of ligh^ are 
those also of active existence, and with the dark- 
ness a gentle weight descends on nature: we 
forget our powers for a moment, in order that 
they may be renovated, and feel them again 
when most vigorous and most required. Fitness 
and regularity are stamped on all about us. It 
is the human intellect which invades the tran- 

1 Diodorus the Sicilian speaks in terms of great admiration 
of the various and beautiful plants that flourish in Lower 
Egypt Herodotus particularly mentions lilies, which, he says, 
spring up in great abundance when the Nile has overspread 
the country. Some of these lilies he compares to roses. See 
his- Euterpe, chapter 92. 

N 5 
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quillity of our state: we desire forbidden plea- 
sures, and hence depend on hopes that should 
never have been entertained, and are dismayed 
by fears which should never have been arrayed 
against us. 

" I have deceived the monarch of Egypt; I 
have brought nearly to its close the most won- 
derful of projects; I have driven a lover and a 
patriot from his country and the object of his 
affection. To-morrow I shall conduct Anysis 
from safety to ruin, and shall be received with 
the applause which awaits him who succeeds in 
a great enterprize. Yet fear will not be con- 
trolled by reason: each step secured does but 
bring me nearer to the tremendous stake that 
lies before me. It is whispered that Psamme- 
tichos lives, and that my emissary (who met him 
in the valley of tombs) fell beneath his arm. I 
cannot forget that Misis has hitherto eluded my 
search, even if she survives. I remember that 
the future is not our own. Anysis has been 
lulled into false security, but he may awake; we 
are here in the midst of foes, nor is the curtain 
of treachery always impervious to suspicion. 
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Rise, bright luminary of day, and relieve me 
from reflection: descend, ye shadows of to-mor- 
row's evening, that the star of my fortune may 
appear, never to set Thought rolls heavily 
through my breast, and forbids me this night to 
lay aside my weapons. Resist, bold Tirhako, 
the contagion of my words, but let us not quit 
each other. Why art thou silent? is the dim- 
ness of hope worse than real terror, or the 
taper's light more obscure than darkness? We 
are begirt by enemies, decision alone will save us." 
" And can my prince speak thus to me ?" 
(replied Tirhako.) " Have I followed him from 
Thebes to the marshes, and exchanged security 
for peril, to shrink from our enterprize when 
within one step of its accomplishment? This 
is not the time to perplex ourselves with vain 
regrets that the current of things has thrown u& 
for the present into a troubled sea : the opera- 
tions of nature are unchanging, because they 
cannot be otherwise: the sun has no rival to 
check his career of brightness, and clouds (the 
swift chariots of storms) do but obey the breath 
n 6 
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of heaven. Man, on the other hand, is placed 
in a region where an infinite variety of events 
continually brings before him a thousand ad- 
vantages and evils which it is in his power to 
pursue or avoid. The energies of inanimate 
nature are unchanging, because they are apa- 
thetical : the voice of passion is heard in the 
human breast enacting peculiar laws, and im- 
periously summoning us to a particular course. 
The fins of the fish would not sustain it in the 
fields of air, and the wings of many birds would 
encumber them in the water — each being has 
its own state allotted to it ; to ours belongs per- 
petual variation, — one of its changes has lately 
impelled us on Egypt* and thus exposed us to 
the hostility of its inhabitants. The love of 
glory and of self-preservation at once commands 
us to circumvent Anysis by any means; and 
the love of the most beautiful of Egypt's daugh- 
ters calls on thee, the son of Egypt's conqueror, 
to pursue one whom the gods have bestowed on 
thee as thy slave. The wind that passes over 
the fens may bend for a moment the reeds, 
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which having yielded to its light footstep, are 
again erect; and thus ought resolutions like ours 
to resume their ascendancy regardless of false 
and self-created doubts. If fear is to be enter- 
tained in proportion as we are more secure, I bid 
thee tremble : if Anysis penetrated thy disguise 
this morning, I bid thee tremble : if the fidelity of 
thy followers who are to meet thee at Heliopolis 
may not be relied on, I bid thee tremble : but if 
tears fell from the eyes of the ruler of Mizraim 
at the recital of thy fictitious story ; if the ring of 
Nekos, and the scroll traced by the hand of 
Psammeticbos, conveyed instant conviction ; if 
the faith of thy band has already been suffi- 
ciently proved, I bid the son of Sabako lay 
aside apprehension till the arrow discharged by 
the strong bow of resolution, and directed by the 
aim of prudence, shall strike its destined mark. 
But the night wears, and we need the refresh- 
ment of sleep ; to-morrow we shall repose in 
the palace of Memphis ; Anysis will be a cap- 
tive; and the daughter of the high priest of 
Ammon will perhaps be thine own. Egypt will 
have been subdued by thine arm ; thy name will 
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be uttered by the acclamations of multitudes, 
and will be transmitted by the shout of fame to 
the farthest south." 

All was now silent in the sequestered island 
held by the Egyptian king, except when the 
voice of the centinels, or the note of some marsh- 
bird occasionally broke the stillness of night : 
every willow was motionless, and an impressive 
langour seemed rather to compel than to allure 
to sleep. 

Anysis had during the day been making un- 
accustomed exertions, and the mandate of nature 
was seconded by the weakness of age ; but his 
mind had been wrought up to the highest pitch 
of excitement ; his repose was uneasy and broken, 
and some time before the hour of their depar- 
ture, he dispatched a messenger with orders to 
summon Misomis. The Ethiopian started into 
consciousness on hearing the name pronounced, 
and before he joined the Egyptian monarch, 
he sought the chamber of Tirhako, which was 
next his own. 

He found that chief stretched in sleep, but 
apparently struggling with some terrible illusion 
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of fancy : his eyes were open and fiery as in the 
day of battle, he seemed in the act of drawing 
his bow, and as the son of Sabako entered the 
apartment, he exclaimed, 

" Is my hand palsied? — he will kill me with 
that smile of scorn. Ha, it twangs now : heard ye 
not the string sweeter than that of a lyre ? Steel 
will not wound the air. Let us fly hence, my 
prince ; Psammetichos cannot die. Away, away." 

"What vision oppresses thee?" (inquired 
Seuechos, in an agitated tone,) "awake and 
arm thee Tirhako, Seuechos is beside thee." 

At these words the sleeping chieftain gave a 
long groan, and springing up gazed for a mo- 
ment at his associate, when having fully reco- 
vered his faculties, he strove to calm the per- 
turbation which he was conscious his countenance 
still retained, as he said to the prince, 

" There are contagions for the mind as well 
as for the body : my reason defended me from 
thy ill-grounded apprehensions, but the shield of 
the warrior may be impressed by the weapon it 
has repelled, and our intellect may be haunted 
by the recollection of terrors which it despises, 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



280 THE RETREAT 

till fancy unchecked (in the hour of slumber) 
seizes the notions rejected by reason, confounds 
the future with the past, and piles together with 
capricious hand an hideous but unreal fabric." 

" I entreat thee," (answered Seuechos,) "con- 
ceal not thy vision, which wrung from thee 
words of such dark import" 

"Promise me first," (replied his companion,) 
" not to tremble at a shadow." 

"Dreams" (rejoined the prince,) "have some- 
times revealed the future, yet I swear by Am- 
nion " 

" Misomis," (exclaimed a loud voice as the 
apartment of Tirhako opened,) "our monarch 
summons thee a second time : scarcely hath 
sleep sealed his eyes this night : twice during 
repose he has seen thee murdered before him, 
and he longs to unburden his breast to his faith- 
ful follower." 

" I entreat his pardon, and will instantly ac- 
company thee to his presence," (said Seuechos,) 
and with these words (throwing on Tirhako a 
significant glance) he left the chamber together 
with the messenger. 
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" Thanks to the gods of Ethiopia ! he is gone," 
(exclaimed the chief,) "and I am saved the 
necessity of relating to him the dream of horror 
from which I am just escaped. Methought we 
approached Heliopolis, when a mist driving from 
the east, suddenly enveloped all before us in 
obscurity : and as we hesitated whether we should 
pursue our course, Psammetichos (all armed) 
emerged from the darkness, and standing on the 
water, plucked with his left hand a bloodless 
arrow from his breast, whilst with his right 
(which brandished a spear) he seemed to bar 
our onward passage. His countenance was 
beautiful as ever, but more terrible : and as he 
threw from him the unstained shaft, a smile of 
ineffable contempt shot defiance from that soli- 
tary figure. I fixed an arrow in the string, and 
drew the bow to its full stretch : the being at 
whom I took my aim stood motionless : I tried 
to free the dart, but in vain : the head trembled 
on the wood : the son of Sabako was now at my 
side, when the spectre said to me, with a scream 
of laughter, 
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" ( Presumptuous ! wouldst thou strike the 
game before thy prince ?' 

" Seuechos now discharged his arrow full at 
the breast of our mysterious enemy ; and mine at 
the same time flew from the bow. Each shaft 
passed through his form, whilst the fixed smile 
he had hitherto worn was suddenly converted 
into a serpent whose eyes flashed insufferable 
fire* All was now confusion : I strove for breath 
and speech, and awoke in a panic, which I would 
not again endure for an empire. But the hour 
of departure approaches ; the hum of prepara- 
tion is already abroad, and yonder comes the 
son of Sabako ; he must not know my dream till 
to-morrow's sun has arisen and set" 

Day rose and declined; and the night at 
length came, on which Seuechos expected to 
meet his followers in the vicinity of Heliopolis. 

Suddenly a light was seen at a distance, and 
the heart of the Ethiopian beat almost audibly, 
as he said to Anysis, 

" Behold, great monarch, the approach of thy 
followers. Mark the waving of that torch : I 
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know the signal: this night thou shalt enter 
Memphis." 

The Egyptian looked eagerly in the direc- 
tion of the light, which came on rapidly, whilst 
on the other hand the pendant lamps with which 
their own vessel had been illuminated (accord- 
ing to the directions of the pretended Misomis) 
engaged the attention of those who approached. 

" Yonder they come, Sethos," (exclaimed the 
young Egyptian in a tone of deep emotion,) 
" scarcely can I endure their delay." 

" Be silent, and leave all to me," (replied the 
priest,) " the foe is not yet in our power." 

Some moments passed ; an aged pontiff (the 
attendant of Anysis, and deeply skilled in the 
science of astrology) was regarding with solici- 
tude the star on which the destinies of his king 
were supposed to hang ; and the venerable mo- 
narch was contemplating with breathless agita- 
tion the beam which seemed the harbinger of 
success, when the dark brows of the son of Sa- 
bako contracted, as he whispered to his asso- 
ciate, 

" By Ammon, I have seen that vessel before ! 
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I marked well the lotus 1 which adorns its prow. 
Dost thou not remember when it passed us in 
the marshes? The countenance moreover of 
one of yonder chiefs reminds me of him who, 
in foreign garb, encountered us that night." 

At this moment the Egyptian sistrum ' was 
thrice struck, when Tirhako answered, 

" All is well, my prince, our faithful band 
awaits us : their disguise is admirable. See one 
has quickly drawn aside and replaced his Egyp- 
tian habit, so as to discover for an instant the 
panther's skin he wears beneath. Behold again 
with what impatience he beckons us forward.' 9 

The vessel of Anysis had now almost reached 
that of Psammetichos, when Sethos said, with a 
loud voice, 

1 The lotus was held sacred in Egypt ; its boat -shape blos- 
som floating on the water was regarded as a symbol of the 
earth. It appears again and again on the monuments when 
religious subjects are portrayed, and it is seen before Osiris 
when that divinity is presiding at the judgment of the dead. 
See, in the second volume of Heeren's Researches, the chap- 
ter on the political state of the ancient Egyptians. 

3 The sistrum was a kind of drum, which together with 
the cymbal, was used in Egypt from the earliest times, as may 
be gathered from Diodorus Siculus. 
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" Welcome, great monarch ! inextinguishable 
lamp of Egypt, soul from which a thousand 
hearts are animated, unconquered offspring of 
the sun, hail ! Welcome valiant fortunate Mi- 
somis." 

With these words the vessels touched each 
other ; Anysis and the two Ethiopians, followed 
by some of their train, stepped into the galley 
of Psammetichos, who cried out impetuously, 

" Treachery has been overthrown : Egyptians, 
seize Seuechos and Tirhako !" rushing as he 
spoke on the astonished son of Sabako, who was 
instantly disarmed. 

Tirhako beheld with rage the ruin of their 
project by some unknown means; yet he re- 
solved to make one effort Turning, therefore, 
suddenly on Sethos, he displayed to the Egyp- 
tians from the marshes the skin, (which that 
priest indeed wore, in order more completely to 
deceive the son of Sabako) exclaiming, 

" Egyptians, strike for your monarch and 
Misomis ! we are surrounded by Ethiopians in 
disguise." 

On this several arrows were fixed in the bow- 
12 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



285 THE RETREAT 

string, and a terrible carnage might have en- 
sued, had not Psammetichos (tearing away an 
envelope which partly concealed his face) said, 
in a voice of thunder, 

" Slay not your countrymen ! look on me, and 
behold the son of Nekos." 

At these words Tirhako turned pale, but he 
was still free, and, resolving to employ the only 
method which seemed to offer any hope of 
escape, he raised his spear, placed himself in a 
defensive attitude, his naturally athletic form 
apparently dilated and his eyes flashing with 
rage and indignation, as he again addressed the 
astonished followers of Anysis, still retaining 
(with an apparently slight effort) the struggling 
Sethos, and displaying the panther's skin, 

" How long, O worse than cowards, will ye 
hesitate? Have your bows lost their force, or 
your eyes their sight?" 

" I am Psammetichos : my Egyptians are 
around me. Seize yon savage of the south: 
cannot this torch reveal my countenance?' 

" Slaves ! dastards ! will ye be traitors to your- 
selves ? Do the sons of Mizraim wrap their 
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limbs in the spoils of the forest beast? Behold 
those distant lights, and remember we are in the 
vicinity of foes. Will ye delay till we are sur- 
rounded by the forces of Sabako ? 

" What madness is this ! Have the morasses 
benumbed your powers, that ye are thus slow in 
seizing your deadliest adversaries? Is it credible 
that the son of Nekos should lead a body of 
Ethiopians against his monarch, for whom he 
has seen his kindred fall around him? 

" Hear me, my countrymen ! Yon traitor is not 
Psammetichos, but one of the most wily of the fol- 
lowers of Sabako, who has doubtless made choice 
of him to head this enterprize, on account of his 
close resemblance to that Egyptian. He too 
wears an Ethiopian habit beneath his dis- 
guise." 

" Thou liest, Seuechos. What vessel swiftly 
advances from Heliopolis ? They must be Ethi- 
opians. More torches glimmer in the distance: 
they thicken, they come: Anysis, thou art 
lost." 

" Strike ! strike, I command you, in the name 
of Osiris. See how the brave Misomis points a 
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dagger at his own breast; he will not survive 
his king." 

" Will ye cherish a basilisk, and defend the 
destroyers of Egypt?' 

" Will ye suffer Misomis to die before your 
eyes, and behold the aged Anysis in chains ?" 

" Hence, my useless shield: I will not live. 
See, my countrymen, this hand has rent my 
habit. Where is the panther's skin beneath? 
O, Anysis, a diadem of blood is all that remains 
for thee." 

Here the confusion became indescribable, nor 
could a single voice be distinctly heard. The 
pretended Misomis had made a feint of stabbing 
himself, throwing at the same time into his 
countenance an expression of the deepest an- 
guish: and such was the effect of this action on 
the Egyptians from the marshes, that they cried 
out, 

" Let us rescue our king, let us slay the 
traitors !" 

And some of them rushing into the vessel of 
Psammetichos, pressed round Seuechos and Tir- 
hako, who were grappling with their assailants 
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anxious to maintain the contest, from a hope of 
being quickly reinforced. But the last words 
of Psammetichos (which his followers accom- 
panied by lacerating their dress, without show- 
ing any part of the Ethiopian costume) pro- 
duced an instantaneous revolution of feeling. 
Menaces and weapons were pointed at the son of 
Sabako and his associate, when the former, 
snatching a torch, set fire to the vessel in which 
they stood, and endeavoured (with one or two 
Egyptians, who still appeared willing to support 
them) to retreat to their own ; but the exhorta- 
tions of Psammetichos were now successful: 
the fire was extinguished, the two Ethiopians 
secured, and the astonished Anysis, attended by 
the bravest of his subjects, began to retrace his 
course to the marshes, whilst the light which had 
advanced towards them from Heliopolis was 
rapidly disappearing in another direction. 

All was still wrapped in darkness, when Her- 
mon, an officer of Sabako, took his appointed 
station in a recess that opened on a terrace in 
front of the palace then occupied by the Ethio- 
pian monarch. Nature had denied to this indi~ 

vol. i. s. s. o 
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vidual the full stature, and much of the courage 
by which his countrymen were distinguished; 
he was in his earliest infancy when the success- 
fid invasion of Egypt took place, and as the sub- 
jugation of that country had now lasted forty- 
nine years, his habitual timidity had ceased to 
be balanced by the buoyancy of youth. He 
was nevertheless far from void of ambition ; he 
remembered that a circuitous path may lead to 
an object no less surely than a direct one, and 
he possessed sufficient intelligence generally to 
discover where such a course lay. Dexterity 
and dissimulation contended with each other for 
the ascendancy in his character, and in the pre- 
sence of the skin-clad warriors of the south he 
knew well how to feign that boldness which was 
alone congenial to their temper. He had more- 
over travelled much, a circumstance, which 
though it had left his own character unimproved, 
had greatly sharpened his penetration into those 
of other men, and it was thus also he had ac- 
quired that knowledge of languages which had 
lately enabled him to perform the office of inter- 
preter for the supposed ambassador from Baby- 
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Ion. If any attack on the marshes ended in the 
capture of an important prisoner, he was sure to 
have planned and secretly suggested the whole 
enterprise. If, on the other hand, it failed in 
the most trifling point, it was always owing 
to the neglect of some direction prescribed by 
Hermon, who in this way gained reputation 
as well from failure as success. 

There were indeed some among the train of 
Sabako who were not always disposed implicitly 
to admit the foresight of this master of fortune ; 
but his own skill, unembarrassed by a too nice 
regard for honour, and the declining age of his 
prince, had rendered his influence over the latter 
almost paramount, so as greatly to excite the jea- 
lousy of Seuechos, the destined heir of the throne. 

Nature often stamps the countenance with 
the character of the mind within, and the small, 
piercing eyes and sharp features of Hermon, 
possessing a singular expression of artifice, con- 
veyed so strong an idea of his penetration, that 
thought itself shrank from his gaze, scarcely trust- 
ing its own concealment A smile of scorn was 
o 2 
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the habitual turn of his face, and the constant 
frown which either enforced the importance of 
his own suggestions, or his disapprobation of 
those of others, had marked his forehead with a 
furrow that was never obliterated for a moment. 

Such was the personage who now emerged on 
the terrace, whence he took a rapid survey, first 
of the river which stretched on the right, be- 
neath the starry brightness of that sky, and then 
of the north-west district of Memphis, whilst the 
quickness and caution of his glance seemed indi- 
cative of fear or suspicion. 

" All is still," (at length he said, retiring at 
the same time into the recess already mentioned) 
" all too is obscurity on yonder watery plain ; he 
comes not yet. I would that this night were 
over, and that Seuechos had returned. The cap- 
tivity of Anysis will surely put an end to the 
hopes of those cavern-dwelling, unyielding Egyp- 
tians, and we may then expect to quit this city, 
and all the hideous spectres which infest it. By 
the life of Sabako, I start at my own shadow 
since that evening of horror in the vast pile I 
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see before me. What step was there?" (he 
continued, after a short pause.) " Who is 
within?" 

" All is well !" (replied a voice) "it is Koro." 

" Thrice welcome associate of my watch ;" 
(said the first speaker) " thou comest not unde- 
sired by me ; for to say the truth this lonely post 
suits not well my inclination. What a strange 
time of uncertainty is this ; the hour is passed, 
and no Seuechos returns — Belosis (the ambassa- 
dor from the east) has disappeared — the dead 
rush from their sepulchres — what thinkest thou 
of all this?" 

" It is not for me" (rejoined Koro) " to seek 
to enlighten thy intelligence. How shall the 
feeble ray of a taper discover that which eludes 
the searching beams of the sun ?" 

" Thy observation is just ;" (answered Her- 
mon, who delighted in the language he had last 
heard) " a torch, however, may sometimes illumi- 
nate a deep and narrow valley, whilst the bright- 
ness of day is as yet spread only on the mountains 
above. But listen, Koro, — thou art young, and 
youth is the season for securing the happiness of 
o 3 
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age. Thou art, moreover, prudent, and it is 
this qualification which attached thee to me, and 
which must aid thee in obtaining the happiness 
I mentioned. This can only be reached by- 
ambition : the soul of ambition is the favour of 
the great. He is great by whose influence the 
monarch is swayed; and am not I " 

He would have proceeded, had not the obse- 
quious Koro (who had hitherto filled each pause 
with a sign of acquiescence) interrupted him 
with ardour in every look and gesture — 

" Who knows not that ? Who shall deny that? 
Hermon is at once the mind and the voice of 
Sabako. Compared with thee, Seuechos himself 
is without influence, and the bold, the impetuous 
Tirhako secretly owns the predominance of thy 
power. Every enterprise of importance is sug- 
gested by thy wisdom, and carried on accord- 
ing to thy directions. In a word, thou governest 
all — thou insurest our conquests. If deprived of 
thee, our arrows might rust in their quivers, and 
our bows be unstrung." 

" Thy imagination" (replied Hermon) " is 
too vivid, and thy words, though sincere, sound 
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like adulation. I am, indeed, (praise be to the 
gods !) not void of penetration, and have some- 
times rendered service to my king; but the 
interference of others often paralyzes my mea- 
sures. Thus, for instance, the wild scheme of 
Seuechos for bringing Anysis from the marshes 
has rendered impracticable a project I had con- 
ceived of a general invasion of the north. What- 
ever craft could invent, or valour execute, was 
contained in this plan, and I could scarcely re- 
strain my uneasiness when Sabako informed me 
of the madness and precipitation of his son ; but 
let us hope all may yet be well, for see how 
swiftly yonder lights approach, whilst the stars 
of night are fading in the west. They are still 
nearer, they have reached the ascent from the 
water — they jure the followers of Seuechos. I 
will myself inform the king of the safety of his 
son. Do thou bid those (who have it in charge) 
to let fly the burning arrows, and raise the shout 
which must greet the return of the prince." 

So saying, he left the terrace just as the sun 
began to rise, feigned satisfaction and real envy 
struggling for pre-eminence in his countenance. 
o4 
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Koro looked after him till he was lost behind the 
folding-gates, called to mind his last command, 
but feeling an irresistible curiosity to converse 
with the chief of the newly arrived band, he re- 
solved to satisfy it, especially as that Ethiopian 
was already advancing towards him. 

"Ye are welcome, my countryman," (said 
he, whilst yet at some distance,) " where is the 
brave, the fortunate Seuechos? Let him not 
delay his coming to the palace, the acclamations 
of multitudes await him." 

" Seuechos !" (answered his emissary, in a 
tone of surprise and terror,) " Is he not then at 
Memphis ?" 

" Would you jest?" (rejoined Koro.) " Did 
he not appoint you to meet him at Heliopolis ? 
When did he ever deceive his followers? — 
where is he? — where Tirhako? — where the cap- 
tive Anysis?" 

" By yon rising sun !" (said the officer,) " thy 
questions make me tremble. Knowest thou not 
that a messenger enjoined me last night to meet 
the son of Sabako at the pyramids ? We have 
in vain awaited him there till within an hour of 
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day-break. One vessel still expects his arrival, 
and I do but return hither to inform Sabako 
of our perplexity, and inquire of him how we 
ought to act." 

" What tidings for my patron, Hermon !" 
(thought Koro,) "he is in truth a very pro- 
phet" Then addressing the officer, he said, 
"Alas! I fear thy words portend calamity. 
They have penetrated his disguise, perhaps." 
" Or Anysis may have fled from Egypt" 

" Our prince would then have returned ; he 
fails to persuade the Egyptian monarch, and still 
lingers in the hope of final success." 

" It cannot be, every word and action could 
breathe nothing but truth. No, no, you speak 
without thought You accuse the dexterity of 
Seuechos, and wrong his courage and resolution. 
Would he instantly relinquish his enterprise, 
because Anysis did not appear exactly at the 
spot where he expected to find him ? Are the 
morasses contracted, or is our prince without 
activity ? Impossible ! The son of Sabako is 
seeking the Egyptian through the northern 
solitudes — unscared by danger, unwearied by 
o 5 
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disappointment; but Anysis has fled to the 
east Already the clashing of arms is heard on 
the banks of the Euphrates; already perhaps 
the Babylonian ruler is hastening westward, 
eager to check the ambition of the south. It 
must be so — the sudden disappearance of Be- 
losis confirms my words. There is treachery 
around us — Seuechos and Tirkako summon us 
to their assistance." 

Thus speaking, he pointed with his uplifted 
spear to the water, and such was the effect of his 
words on Koro and his own band, that they si- 
multaneously broke out into exclamations of 

" Woe to Ethiopia ! We have conquered in 
vain — we have lost our prince — Seuechos is no 
more ! Alas, for Sabako ! the arrow hath re- 
coiled on the archer — the dirge is mingled with 
the song of triumph !" 

Thus did they deplore as certain, what was 
only a suggestion, when the fierce voice of 
an attendant cried out, from an upper apart- 
ment, 

" What means this delay ? Must your ruler 
command twice ? Let one of you presently bid 
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Seuechos to the presence of our king, who has 
risen to receive him; and when our prince's 
foot shall touch the royal threshold, a thousand 
illuminated shafts shall be launched at once, 
and a shout shall tell the skies that Anysis has 
fellen." 

" Let the illuminated arrows be quenched in 
our own blood," (replied Koro, in a dejected 
voice,) " and the shout converted into a lamen- 
tation." 

" Yes, by the life of Sabako !" (they proceeded 
all at once,) " Seuechos returns not — Anysis is 
fled — the Babylonian has started to arms ! Be- 
losis betrays us, — he is nowhere to be found." 

These words carried dismay to the palace, 
and the cry " Alas for Sabako ! we have lost 
our prince !" was raised by several voices within. 
The report spread like lightning from chamber 
to chamber, ever acquiring fresh terror in its 
course, till Hermon, who was quitting the royal 
apartment for the purpose of receiving Seue- 
chos, was informed that the latter, together 
with Tirhako, had been seized by the tribes of 
the marshes, that Anysis had implored the suc- 
o 6 
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cour of Babylon, that a powerful army already 
approached Pelusium *, and that Belosis was 
prepared in some obscure retreat, and by un- 
known means, to co-operate with his king. It 
is difficult to describe the feelings of Hermon 
on receiving this intelligence. The suddenness 
no less than the terrible nature of the commu- 
nication at first occasioned him some uneasiness, 
but he considered that as Seuechos and.Tirhako 
were without companions, their captivity could 
hardly be more than surmise. He reflected 
that Egypt, in its present state of inundation, 
was not accessible to a land army, and when he 

1 Whilst yet at some distance from the sea, the Nile divides 
into two branches, which (besides the continuation of the ori- 
ginal stream) flow, the one to the north-east, the other to the 
north-west At the mouth of the eastern branch stood the 
city Pelusium, which was justly regarded as the key of Egypt, 
since it commanded the narrow isthmus, which, stretching from 
the Arabian gulph to the Mediterranean, connects the con- 
tinents of Asia and Africa. See Herodotus' Euterpe, chap- 
ter 1 7* It was accordingly at this important place that Sethos 
king of Egypt, awaited the approach of Sennacherib king of 
Assyria. See the same historian, chapter 14], and it was 
here also in a subsequent age that Cambyses king of Persia, 
gained the decisive victory which overthrew for ever the throne 
of the Pharaohs. — See Herodotus' Thalia, chapter 11. 
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once became tranquil on this head, his natural 
character asserted its influence. His first step 
was to confer with the leader of the train of 
Seuechos, and having ascertained from him the 
real state of things, he began to view it with 
the utmost complacency. He had listened with 
unmixed envy to the explanation given him by 
Sabako of the bold project his son had under- 
taken ; he could not hide from himself the in- 
genuity of the contrivance, or the likelihood of 
its success; but Seuechos (who hated Hermon) 
had concealed his plan from that Ethiopian, till 
all was ready for its execution, and it was in 
opposition to his inclination that Sabako had 
communicated it to his favourite a little before 
the departure of the prince. Violently piqued 
at Seuechos for having excluded him from his 
counsels, and still more at the conviction that 
an enterprise (in which he had had no share) 
might be expected to lead to a glorious result, 
he would have prevented the prince from quit- 
ting Memphis, and employed all his influence 
with the Ethiopian monarch for this purpose. 
The resolution of the father had actually been 
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shaken by his suggestions, but the son (who 
was informed that his detested rival had been 
in deep conference with the king) instantly 
guessed the subject of their discourse, hastened 
his preparations, and left the city of Vulcan, 
without again appearing before his sire, who 
was already revolving excuses for detaining him. 
The jealousy of Hermon was inflamed to the 
highest pitch by the celerity of Seuechos ; he 
sighed to perceive that it was no longer in his 
power to throw any impediment in his course, 
and would gladly have informed Anysis of the 
peril by which he was threatened. As it was, 
he feigned an ardent desire for the fortunate 
return of the prince, and at the same time filled 
the mind of Sabako with terrors he would wil- 
lingly have verified, artfully expressing his sor- 
row that a scheme he pretended to have laid for 
a surprise on the marshes, had been frustrated 
by the late movements of Seuechos. What then 
was the malignant joy of Hermon, when he 
heard of the night of suspense and fear which 
the partisans of the prince had endured whilst 
vainly awaiting his arrival? He knew the 
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steadiness with which the son of Sabako would 
Adhere to any line of action he had proposed to 
his emissaries, he was convinced that some failure 
had crossed the design, and a hope which had 
long been his only consolation was greatly 
strengthened in his mind; perhaps Seuechos 
and Tirhako were no more. He however dis- 
guised his real sentiments, whilst the furrow 
deepened on his forehead, and his features ex- 
pressed more scorn than ever; and having dis- 
missed the officer with whom he had been con- 
versing, he sought his monarch, to sway his 
judgment without control, and increase his ap- 
prehensions whilst he affected to combat them. 
He found Sabako standing in a chamber that 
overlooked the terrace above-mentioned, his eye 
eagerly surveying all below, and his aged but 
majestic countenance lit up by the affection and 
triumph with which a son was to be received, 
who had executed an enterprise of danger and 
glory. So entirely was his attention fixed on 
all beneath, that he did not perceive the en- 
trance of the officer, when the latter having 
said, " May our king ever be fortunate !" he 
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turned towards Hermon a hasty glance, which 
was instantly reverted to the lattice as he eagerly 
began the discourse. 

" Where is my brave son ? why delays he to 
relate to his father the story of his adventures 
and success? Wherefore do those Ethiopians 
confer so closely with each other ? and why is 
consternation traced on their features ?" 

" Alas, mighty Sabako, our prince is not ar- 
rived, his followers have vainly expected him 
throughout the night, and some of them are here 
for advice how to act, whilst the rest are still at 
their appointed station." 

" And how dared they neglect the orders of 
my son ? Were they not commanded to await 
him near Heliopolis ?" 

"A messenger last night enjoined them to 
meet Seuechos at the pyramids." 

" Is your prince then so variable ? Who was 
the messenger ?" 

"All that is known on the subject is, that 
just as the emissaries of Seuechos were about to 
depart to the spot agreed on, a being approached 
the water for a moment, and having shot into 
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one of their vessels an inflamed arrow with a 
scroll attached to it, instantly withdrew, and was 
lost in the obscurity of the hour. This mys- 
terious communication directed them to seek the 
great pyramid, where (as it informed them) she 
was concealed, whom I tremble even to name, 
a circumstance which (as it declared) our prince 
had discovered soon after leaving Memphis. 
Such (concluded Hermon) was the tenor of the 
papyrus, which was considered as satisfactory by 
those to whom it was addressed.' 9 

The last words were accompanied by a look 
of suspicion, and a peculiar emphasis which evi- 
dently arraigned the conduct of the followers of 
Seuechos. The countenance of Sabako had 
darkened as he listened to the officer, who being 
at length silent, he said, 

" Hermon, what thinkest thou, have we been 
mocked? Has calamity overtaken my son? 
I sicken at the thought Thou art dejected; 
revere thy king, pity a fetter, and tell me, I 
adjure thee, if my fears are just." 

" May the gods forbid," (answered Hermon,) 
" our prince is valiant and full of resources, his 
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plan was skilfully arranged) though I fear 
ill-timed. O that his impetuosity could have 
listened to the suggestions of reason; but let us 
hope that all is well." 

" And the messenger? 9 (interrupted Sabako.) 
"Let not my king investigate this matter 
any farther at present,' 9 (replied the artful minis- 
ter.) " Why should premature perplexity add 
weight to the mace of time ? The great Sabako 
stands as yet on the firm ground of hope, it 
shall be the part of his servant to explore for 
him a way through the morasses of uncertainty 
that surround him." 

" Slave," (answered the monarch in a voice 
of agitation and anger,) "what sayest thou? 
Shall a parent and a conqueror behold with 
apathy the peril of a son, and the triumph of a 
foe? Has the revolution of seventy summers 
so obscured the faculties of Sabako that he can 
remain tranquil when all around breathes nothing 
but suspicion ? I tell thee, Ethiopian, the pangs 
I now feel would deaden the agony even of the 
last struggle of mortality, and dispel by the 
mental fever the frost of the extremest age. 
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Again, I demand of thee respecting the mes- 
senger? I know thy penetration; hast thou any- 
thought regarding him, or has the spectre in 
the shrine of Vulcan disordered thy senses ? — if 
not, speak ! and remember that the enmity of 
Sabako is as powerful as his friendship, that 
truth alone will secure the one, and that false- 
hood will not escape the other." 

Thus speaking, the conqueror of Egypt fixed 
on the officer eyes in which age had abated 
nothing of their fire; and Hermon, who read in 
the irritation of his king exactly the feelings he 
intended to excite, answered with apparent re- 
luctance, and a gesture of deep reverence, 

" Since the mightiest of rulers commands the 
most devoted of his vassals to speak, I will 
admit that the affair of the scroll appears to 
me enveloped in darkness. If he were an Ethi- 
opian, why should he avoid the recognition of 
his countrymen; if a friend to Seuechos, where- 
fore should he shun his followers ? If sincerity 
guided his movements, why did he shroud him- 
self in night? I would not disquiet the breast 
of my king, yet my inmost thoughts shall be 

12 
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open to his scrutiny, and they tell me, that if I 
am not without penetration, that messenger was 
the emissary of treachery. The fire of his arrow 
mocked the blackness of his purpose, it misled 
the Ethiopians. Nay, if I have not read in 
vain the characters, and observed the actions of 
men, from Memphis to the farthest south, and 
from the Nile to Euphrates, I see more than 
this. What I have now ventured to explain, is 
but one step in a long course of error, by which 
our prince has been artfully conducted, I fear, 
to extreme peril. His band was doubtless di- 
verted from meeting him ; foes took its place. 
I from the beginning, feared that he had not 
well explored his path; witness, great Sabako, 
if I utter falsehoods. These cave-dwelling 1 

1 The vast edifices, which history shows to have been so nu- 
merous in Egypt, must have greatly aided the priests in eluding 
the search of their enemies, when their country happened to 
be subject to strangers, since the sacred order (who seem to 
have engrossed all the knowledge and most of the power of the 
state) must have been best acquainted with those enormous 
structures, many of which, together with the secret passages 
connected with several, were probably erected solely for the 
use of religion. But the advantage here spoken of, must espe- 
cially have attended the priests during the subjugation of 
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Egyptians, these workers in darkness, cannot 
wholly elude my gaze ; I saw much, I suspected 
more, and that suspicion has been realized by 
the event I vainly strove to check, in order to 
moderate his ardour; he scorned my counsels: 
Oh that he could have proved them to be 
needless. Yet have courage, great Sabako. I 
who would have saved him from approaching 
the precipice, may rescue him perhaps from the 
abyss beneath. Should I also be swallowed up 
in the attempt, I shall possibly obtain a place in 
the memory of my king, but should I (with the 
help of the gods) restore Seuechos to the arms 
of his sire, I may be rewarded with his confi- 
dence." 

c< Thy dexterity is not unknown to me," (re- 
joined the monarch) "my confidence is already 
thine. But how wilt thou proceed?" 

" The priests" (answered the officer) " are 
the soul of Egyptian intrigue; the eye of suspi- 

Egypt by Sabako the Ethiopian, to which period this story be- 
longs; because the principal divinities of Egypt (namely, Am- 
nion and Osiris) being acknowledged in Ethiopia, it was im- 
possible that Sabako should violate their temples; and we are 
moreover told that his reign was one of great lenity. 
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cion and the hand of power traced and over- 
threw their designs against Thebes; but though 
they tremble in obscurity they are not inactive, 
and it is to their machinations, if I err not, that 
we owe our last misfortune. Yet the human 
heart is the same in every class of men; the 
craving of avarice and the whisper of perfidy 
is not excluded from the sacred order, and 
there are those known to me among the hier- 
archy of Egypt, with whom the glitter of gold is 
irresistible. To these I shall address myself, 
though their retreats are amid inexplicable laby- 
rinths. My plan is as yet scarcely formed; in- 
numerable obstacles must be surmounted, phan- 
toms from the tomb may dispute my path, but if 
I am Hermon, and if Sabako has commanded, 
the fraud that has entangled our prince shall be 
developed, and the Babylonian ambassador dis- 
covered, if still within the precincts of Mem- 
phis." 

The conference lasted some time longer, the 
ascendancy of Hermon over the mind of Sabako 
increasing as it proceeded; the authority of the 
former was made second only to that of the king, 
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during the absence of Seuechos, in search of 
whom vessels were despatched in different direc- 
tions, but with orders not to advance far north 
of Heliopolis. 



END OF VOL. I. 
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